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Administrative Reports 





Report of the Executive Secretary 


ELPING LIBRARIES to carry on their 

defense activities has been the pri- 
mary objective of the Association during 
the past year. 

Under the spur of President Culver’s 
theme for the past year of “Deeds Not 
Words,” the urgency of the need for ac- 
tion has influenced the policy of the 
A.L.A. in many ways. 

Efforts have been made to increase the 
understanding and appreciation of Ameri- 
can democracy—to make democracy work 
by encouraging reading and discussion on 
social, economic, and political problems. 

New and prospective demands for li- 

brary service to defense industries have 
been explored and cooperation given to 
libraries confronted with the rapidly in- 
creasing needs. Federal and state assist- 
ance in serving newly expanded defense 
areas lacking in library facilities has been 
sought, but with no great success. 
Latin American 
neighbors, closer cooperation with our 
friends to the north, and a respect for the 
cultural achievements of all nations have 
been among our objectives. 

The needs of the men of the armed 
forces, both inside and outside the camps 
and stations, have been recognized and all 
possible assistance has been extended to 
both Federal and private agencies serving 
their wants. 

Buying guides in technical fields, pos- 
sible ways of eliminating outmoded activi- 
ties, and suggestions for attaining a more 
adequate basis of support have been made 
available whenever possible. 


Understanding our 


DEMOCRACY AND CIVILIAN MorRALE 


As the problem of civilian morale be- 
comes increasingly important, the Associa- 
tion has redoubled its efforts to formulate 
and implement a statement of faith in 
the democratic way of life. 

The Library—1941, which emphasizes 
the library’s opportunity to promote the 
ideals of democracy, was adopted unani- 
mously by Council at the midwinter 
and given wide distribution. 
Adequate treatment has been given the 
subject in the Bulletin with such articles 
as “Libraries and Democracy” by Alice 
Farquhar, “For a Free and Enlightened 
People” by John Chancellor, and “Li- 
braries and Social Problems” by R. Rus- 
sell Munn. 

The Dangers to Democracy, one of the 
emergency publications issued as a Book- 
list supplement, has been used by many 
libraries in press releases and annual re- 
ports and as a guide to current purchases. 

Library film forums, sponsored by the 
Joint Committee on Film Forums, were 
held in libraries from New York City to 
Los Angeles on a limited scale this spring. 
The general topic of the forums was 
“What We Are Defending” and dealt 
with our human and material resources 
and our relations with other peoples. The 
theme, “Strengthen Democratic America,” 
will be used for an expanded program this 
fall and winter. 

Greater cooperation with the agencies 
and groups within the community working 
for a better democratic society is being 
effected by means of community councils 


meeting 
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in which libraries play an important role. 
A guide to community councils for the 
librarian was written for the Bulletin by 
the chairman and headquarters specialist 


of the Adult Education Board. 


DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 


The defense motif has permeated the 
activities of nearly every A.L.A. board 
and committee during the past year. To 
isolate the defense factor in our varied 
program would needlessly duplicate in- 
formation more appropriately discussed in 
succeeding items. 

Particular attention is called to the an- 
nual reports of the committees on Federal 
Relations, International Relations, Li- 
brary Research Facilities for National De- 
fense, Library Cooperation with Latin 
America, and Refugee Librarians. 


FEDERAL AID 


Although the immediate objectives of 
the Association for Federal aid in this 
period of emergency have not been fully 
realized, it may be that a basis has been 
laid for a long-time program. 

Under general Council approval of 
emergency Federal aid for libraries, the 
Executive Board endorsed a specific re- 
quest for emergency Federal aid to public 
libraries for service in defense areas and 
to defense workers not in the designated 
areas. 

Following a canvass of the various pos- 
sibilities in Washington early last year, 
the chairman of the Federal Relations 
Committee and the Executive Secretary 
discussed the matter with the Commis- 
sioner and Assistant Commissioner of Ed- 


ucation. As a result, Julia Wright 


Merrill was lent to the Office of Educa- 
tion for a study of the needs of libraries 
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in defense areas. A request for funds, 
based on this study and on the study of 
the defense activities of libraries made by 
a questionnaire sent out in December, was 
considered and approved by the Advisory 
Committee on Public Libraries which had 
been appointed in the meantime by the 
Commissioner of Education. 

A special library appropriation for pub- 
lic library service in defense areas and for 
library service to defense workers else- 
where was recommended and was en- 
dorsed by the Federal Security Agency 
and included in a special budgetary re- 
quest. However, the library items were 
not approved by the Bureau of the Budget. 

Efforts to have libraries specifically in- 
cluded in the Lanham Bill and its suc- 
cessor H.R. 4545 for community facilities 
in defense areas were ably supported by 
Charles P. Taft, Assistant Coordinator of 
Health and Welfare, and the Office of 
Education, but also proved unsuccessful. 

In these two major attempts to secure 
Federal the emergency, 
prompt and competent cooperation was 


assistance in 


given by librarians in defense areas, both 
in documenting the requests and inform- 
ing their representatives. 


CoMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 


Cooperation with governmental or semi- 
governmental groups in allied fields has 
been facilitated through the following 
committee activities of the Executive Sec- 
retary: 
on Education of the 
Joint Army and Navy Committee on 
Welfare and Recreation 

National Advisory Committee for 
(W.P.A) Community Service Projects 

National Committee on Education and 
Defense 


Subcommittee 
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Committee on Conservation of Cul- 
tural Resources, National Resources Plan- 
ning Board (with Franklin F. Hopper) 

General Advisory Committee of the 
Division of Cultural Relations, Depart- 
ment of State 

U.S. Office of Education, Advisory 
Committee on Public Library Service 

U.S. Office of Education, National 
Advisory Committee on the Program for 
the School and College Civilian Morale 


Service 


Book Post 


Progress has been made in the past year 
toward the dual aim of the Book Post 
Committee for a permanent lower book 
post rate and for an interpretation of the 
law which would bring bibliographies, in- 
dexes, and other research tools within the 
scope of the measure. 

Working with the National Committee 
to Abolish Postal Discrimination against 
Books, bills were introduced into both 
Houses to continue the one and one half 
cent rate. Passage has not yet been ef- 
fected. Executive proclamations have ex- 
tended the present rate to September 30, 
1941, and again to June 30, 1942. 

Conferences with postal authorities at 
Washington indicate possibilities of more 
liberal interpretation of the restrictions 
against books which list publisher and 
price. Up to now, bibliographies giving 
publisher and price have usually been 
designated as advertising and barred from 
the preferential rate. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


The normal international activities of 
the A.L.A. which have been made more 
dificult by the present world situation 
are further complicated by emergency ac- 
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tivities growing out of the destruction of 
library facilities in Europe and Asia. 

A fifty thousand dollar grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation for the purchase 
or microfilming of current U.S. periodi- 
cals will enable many devastated libraries 
in Europe and Asia to fill important gaps 
in their collections at the end of the pres- 
ent war. 

The Committee on Devastated Li- 
braries has gathered information about the 
damage done and has transmitted it to 
members of the Association through corre- 
spondence and through Bulletin articles. 

The problem of the importation of 
books and periodicals from Europe has be- 
come increasingly difficult as one after 
another of the European countries has 
been cut off from direct communication 
with the United States. The problem is 
further complicated by the inability of 
American libraries to send funds to Ger- 
many or occupied countries. Arrange- 
ments have been made to establish storage 
centers on the Continent where materials 
which are on order or which are custom- 
arily sent to American libraries may be 
stored for the duration of the war. 

The Joint Committee on Importations 
is making inspection of Continental ma- 
terial for American libraries held up at 
Bermuda. Negotiations are under way 
with the British and American govern- 
ments with the hope of insuring shipment 
of the Continental learned and scientific 
journals needed for research. 

The Study of Obstacles to the Flow of 
American Books to Europe, broadened to 
include Latin America, was completed 
during the past year. Its findings have 
been published and will be sent to librari- 
ans upon request. 

The American Library in Paris is under 
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the guidance of the Comtesse de Cham- 
brun at the present time. Dorothy 
Reeder, director of the library, has re- 
turned to this country. 


LATIN AMERICA 


The program of the Association for 
closer cooperation with the Latin Ameri- 
can countries, implemented by a_ sub- 
stantial grant from the Rockefeller 
Foundation in 1939, has progressed stead- 
ily in the past year. 

Projects completed in the past year in- 
clude: 1. A study of exchange relations 
now existing between important libraries 
of the United States and Latin American 
governments and institutions; 2. A study 
of the distribution of scholarly journals 
of the United States in Latin America; 
and 3. A study of the collections available 
in smaller colleges and universities which 
offer courses on Latin American history. 
Much information about Latin American 
libraries needed by the Association in de- 
veloping more and better library coopera- 
tion has been assembled. 

The initial A.L.A. publication in Span- 
ish of Introduccion a la Practica Bibliote- 
caria en los Estados Unidos by Marian 
S. Carnovsky and of La Biblioteca Publica 
en los Estados Unidos, a pamphlet based 
on Bostwick’s The Public Library in the 
United States, has been completed. Be- 
sides the publications named above, the 
following have been issued under the spon- 
sorship of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America: Latin 
America; Books for North American 
Readers by Betty Adler, and Latin A mer- 
ica; Books for Young Readers by Jean 
Gardner Smith, both published as supple- 
ments to the Booklist. A list for college 
libraries, compiled by our committee’s 
executive assistant, was published by the 


Association of American Colleges. The 
first of the studies by the committee to be 
published was the List of Latin American 
Serials: A Survey of Exchanges Avail- 
able in United States Libraries. 

Besides the original grant of $30,000 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, funds 
have been obtained for scholarships, 
grants-in-aid, or travel funds to permit the 
following Latin American librarians to 
study in library schools or to visit li- 
braries in this country: Jorge Aguayo, 
Havana, Cuba; Ernesto Gietz, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina; Hildamar Escalante, 
Caracas, Venezuela; Maria L. Voigtlaen- 
der and Francisco José Almeida de Aze- 
vedo, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Funds were also obtained for books and 
equipment for the American School at 
Quito ; for books and periodicals on library 
subjects, microfilm readers, library films, 
and book exhibits for Latin American li- 
braries; and for exhibits of Latin Ameri- 
can books in colleges and libraries of the 


US. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY IN MEXICO 


Library cooperation with Mexico has 
been materially advanced through the re- 
cent establishment by the A.L.A. of the 
Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin in Mexico 
City. With the able participation of his 
assistant, Marion A. Milczewski, the 
Executive Secretary made an initial sur- 
vey in Mexico City in August with funds 
from the American Council of Learned 
Societies. A preliminary organization was 
set up, a building was selected, and ar- 
rangements for remodeling and furnishing 
undertaken at that time. 

The library will be a center for cul- 
tural materials from the United States, 
and both English and Spanish will be 
taught. It is hoped that collections of 
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audio-visual materials as well as micro- 
photographic equipment will be made 
available to patrons of the library. The 
entire venture has been financed with 
funds from outside the Association. Dr. 
Harry Miller Lydenberg has accepted the 
directorship of the library. 


CANADA 


Canadian library interests have been 
represented directly in A.L.A. activities 
during the past year by two groups ap- 
pointed by the Executive Board. 

The Committee of Canadian Library 
Consultants was appointed October 1940, 
to consult on matters affecting Canadian 
library interests and the A.L.A., and to 
explore ways in which the Association can 
be more useful to Canadian libraries. 

At Boston the committee, with Charles 
R. Sanderson as chairman, reported the 
need for consolidation of the Canadian 
library movement and for an independent 
body which could speak for Canadian li- 
brarianship. It was proposed to bring 
into existence a Canadian library council 
with representation from all of Canada. 

To work with the council, the Execu- 
tive Board appointed the executive com- 
mittee of the council as a Canadian 
Library Advisory Board to act as con- 
sultants on matters affecting the A.L.A. 
and Canadian library interests, and to in- 
sure a maximum value of A.L.A. activities 
to Canadian libraries. 

Foundation funds administered by the 
A.L.A. have been used for the purchase of 
United States books for library service of 
the Canadian Army, and Air 
Corps. 


Navy, 


Book Drives 


Requests have come to headquarters in 
the past year for book drives for prisoners 
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of war; for internees and refugees; for 
British, French, Italian, German, Dutch, 
and Norwegian sailors; for the replenish- 
ment of devastated libraries in Finland, 
China, and Britain; for the armed forces 
of Canada, England, South Africa, Po- 
land, Australia, and the United States. 
Requests for our own men both for camp 
libraries to supplement the excellent camp 
libraries and for service centers have come 
from organizations, individuals, 
chains, and library associations. 

Action on the part of the Association 
has been complicated by the great variety 
of needs, by the shipping problem, by the 
reluctance among librarians, until re- 
cently, to make a national book drive, and 
by the varying levels of enthusiasm for the 
several needs. 

A Committee on Book Drives was 
authorized by Council on June 24 to con- 
sider the requests which have come, to 
make plans for a national book drive, and 
to inaugurate such a drive when, in the 
opinion of the Executive Board, the con- 
ditions call for such action. 


radio 


LIBRARY SERVICE TO THE ARMED 
Forces 


The Army, Navy, and Air Corps have 
been active in furnishing reading materials 
to the armed forces. 

The Morale Division of the War De- 
partment, now under the direction of 
Brigadier General Frederick Osborn, has 
established camp libraries in the larger 
camps and has set up traveling libraries 
for smaller units. This service was started 
in July 1940 and Capt. Ray L. Trautman 
was placed in charge of Army library 
service in November 1940. As these li- 
braries are usually in the service club 
building—many of which are completed— 
the library service to selectees will con- 
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tinue to expand and increase in efficiency. 
About one hundred trained civilian li- 
brarians have been employed. 

Navy libraries have been maintained by 
the Bureau of Navigation, Navy Depart- 
ment, since World War I. As the sys- 
tem providing library service to the Navy 
had already been established, it has been 
necessary for Isabel DuBois, director of 
libraries, merely to expand an already 
existing service and to gear it up to the 
speed demanded in defense times. 

Technical library service is being de- 
veloped by the U.S. Army Air Corps 
under the direction of Lt. Carl E. Welch- 
ner for the various Air Corps bases and 
fields. 

The Association has placed its facili- 
ties at the disposal of the Army, Navy, 
and Air Corps, with the result that ad- 
visory services such as the provision of 
book lists, technical advice on designing 
and equipping library facilities, assistance 
in securing adequate personnel, and co- 
operation in securing and maintaining ade- 
quate standards of service have been given 
from time to time. 

Two groups offering unofficial library 
facilities to men in the service are the 
United Service Organizations, which oper- 
ate outside the reservations, and the Citi- 
zens’ Committee for the Army and Navy, 
which provides additional recreational ma- 
terials for use within the camps. The 
A.L.A. is in close contact with these two 
groups in connection with their library 
activities. 


EMERGENCY PUBLICATION 


Immediate and continuing book selec- 
tion aid has been given to public, school, 
and college libraries through publication 
of nineteen emergency lists subsidized by 
the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 


Fourteen lists have been published as 
supplements to the Booklist with addi- 
tional distribution to educators, govern- 
ment officials, editors, clergymen, indus- 
trialists, labor leaders, and radio com- 
mentators. Editions varied from cwelve 
to twenty thousand and covered three gen- 
eral fields: 1. Industrial training for de- 
fense with such titles as The Shop’s Li- 
brary, Industrial Training for National 
Defense, Shipbuilding and Marine En- 
gines, and Aeronautic Training for Na- 
tional Defense. 2. Inter-American co- 
operation with Latin America; Books for 
North American Readers and Canada; A 
Reading Guide. 3. Democracy with The 
Dangers to Democracy and Civil Liberties 
and Democracy. 

Two Booklist articles were reprinted 
for distribution, Witch-Hunting; Some 
Printed Aids to Tolerance and A New 
W orld Order. 


The U.S. Office of Education dis- . 


tributed forty thousand copies of the 
A.L.A. illustrated pamphlet Why Indus- 
trial Training Needs Books. Another 
six thousand copies were sent to a selected 
mailing by the Association and three thou- 
sand copies were sold. Also published 
separately for wide distribution was Engi- 
neering Defense Training. 

The resources of several hundred major 
libraries for national defense have been 
covered in both a preliminary and revised 
edition of the Guide to Library Facilities 
for National Defense. Free distribution 
to the cooperating libraries, to other se- 
lected libraries, and to many government 
agencies has been made. 


PERSONNEL 


A.L.A. guidance has been accepted in 
the appointment of many corps area and 
camp librarians for Army libraries. 
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The Personnel Division cooperated with 
the Morale Division of the U.S. Army 
by furnishing the War Department with 
the records of approximately 350 persons 
for camp and corps area librarianships 
upon announcement of the plan for library 
service to selectees last fall. Since that 
time records have been supplied to camps 
and various corps areas as requests were 
received. 

The departure of men for war service 
and of both men and women for better- 
paid defense activities and private indus- 
try has increased the turnover in 
personnel throughout the country. The 
turnover in clerical staff and in the lower 
professional brackets has been particularly 
heavy. ‘The profession faces an increas- 
ingly difficult task in maintaining staff 
morale and efficiency as “real’’ salaries 
throughout the country have decreased 
considerably in the last year due to the 
general increase in cost of living although 
“actual” salaries have not changed. 

There has been some slight progress 
during the year in the placing of refugee 
librarians who have completed their train- 
ing in American library schools. 


Dr. KEPPEL RETIRES 


On November 18, Frederick P. Keppel 
will retire as president of the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York after nineteen 
years of service. 

In the nearly two decades of his admin- 
istration, Dr. Keppel has been farseeing 
and sympathetic to the aims of the As- 
sociation and most helpful in realizing its 
objectives. Millions of dollars have been 
appropriated for library activities. 

In the eighteen year period just ended 
the A.L.A. has received in annual grants 
and permanent funds a total of $3,093,000 


from the corporation. Two million dol- 
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lars of this was added to the permanent 
endowment of the Association. More 
than $300,000 has been allotted to educa- 
tion for librarianship through scholarship 
funds, investigations of schools and cur- 
ricula, and summer institutes. “The publi- 
cation of such important library tools as 
the 4.L.4. Catalog, and research in many 
fields necessary for other professional pub- 
lications have received more than $300,000 
in subsidies. 

Nearly $120,000 was expended for li- 
brary extension activities and more than 
$100,000 subsidized studies and services 
in the field of adult education. Miscel- 
laneous activities, ranging from support 
for the American Library in Paris to 
subsidies for the emergency defense publi- 
cations of the past year, totaled $273,000. 

The Association is grateful to Dr. Kep- 
pel and to the other trustees of the Car- 
negie Corporation of New York who have 
demonstrated in this tangible way their 
belief in the value of library service and 
their trust in the American Library As- 
sociation. 


LiBRARY EXTENSION 


The balance sheet for the library ex- 
tension activities of the Association shows 
the following credits for the past year: 
the formation of the Library Extension 
Division at the Boston Conference, gains 
in state appropriations for state aid and 
for extension of regional library service, 
new permissive legislation for regional 
service, increased activity by citizen and 
trustee groups, and stronger and more 
adequately financed state library agencies. 
Debits include legislative failures to se- 
cure Federal aid for public library defense 
activities, inability to secure funds for 
field work, and the relatively slight gains 
toward adequate rural library service. 
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Legislative action was taken by eight 
states and two provinces during the past 
year to appropriate funds for state aid to 
libraries. In addition to direct aid to 
existing libraries, funds have been set aside 
for regional and county demonstrations, 
regional bookmobile service, and for de- 
velopment of libraries in unserved areas. 

Similar progress was made in regional 
library service. Widely varying types of 
regional service in Vermont, Virginia, 
and the T.V.A. were described at the 
Boston Conference and will be reported 
in the Bulletin. Regional activity is 
under way in three New England and 
seven Southern states, California, three 
Canadian provinces, and the British West 
Indies. Seven state legislatures enacted 
amendments to existing county library 
laws to permit larger units of service— 
evidence that regional service may expect 
further expansion during the coming years. 

In response to the quickening interest 
of citizen groups, the Committee on Cor- 
relation and Development of Citizen In- 
terest was created by the Executive Board 
last October. Several meetings of the 
committee have been held and a plan for 
action is to be presented to Council dur- 
ing the coming year. 


STUDIES 

Four studies have been undertaken in 
the past year, all of which have been com- 
pleted. R. Russell Munn was released 
to headquarters for a three month period 
by the Cleveland Public Library to make 
Studies 1 and 2. 

1. Use of Library Materials in Voca- 
tional or Trade Lower 
Levels. The results include an illustrated 
leaflet, Why Industrial Training Needs 
Books, published by the A.L.A., of which 


Training at 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


forty thousand copies were distributed by 
the U.S. Office of Education; a one- 
column story in the New York Times; 
an article in Industrial Arts and Voca- 
tional Education; and “The Responsibility 
of the School Library in Industrial Train- 
ing” in the March Bulletin. 

2. Public Library Service and Needs. 
In addition to stimulating interest and 
discussion among public librarians, the 
results of the survey were used in the 
Office of Education’s study of public 
library needs, and were made available 
to librarians in the articles “Public Li- 
brary Resources for Industrial Training” 
published in the April Bulletin and “Li- 
braries and Social Problems” in the May 
Bulletin; in a brief prepared for possible 
use at a Congressional hearing; in a mem- 
orandum filed with the Budget Bureau 
of the United States; in a press release at 
the Midwinter Conference. 

3. Study of Defense Activities of Col- 
lege and University Ques- 
tionnaires were distributed to over 150 
colleges and universities by a special com- 
mittee of the A.C.R.L., Charles M. 
Mohrhardt, chairman. The report of the 
committee awaits publication. 

4. Study of Book Needs. An explora- 
tory study was completed by Walter H. 
Kaiser in February. Memoranda on it 
were prepared by R. Russell 
Charles H. Brown, and Carl Vitz. 


ther action awaits special funds. 


Libraries. 


Munn, 
Fur- 


Alps To LEARNING 


The scientific aids to learning—radio, 
records, film, and microfilm—have been 
brought into new areas of library service 
The Association 
joined with the Association of Applied 


during the past year. 


Psychology, the American Association for 
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Adult Education, and the American Film 
Center in conducting the experiment in 
film forums in libraries during the past 
spring. Funds were obtained from the 
Carnegie Corporation to provide films and 
projectors for an experimental program 
to see what could be achieved by joining 
motion pictures, discussion, and reading 
matter in one educational presentation. 
The program will be continued during the 
coming year. 

A study on “Educational Motion Pic- 
tures and Libraries” has been made by 
Gerald D. McDonald for the Educational 
Films and Libraries Joint Committee with 
a grant from ‘the Rockefeller Foundation 
and will be published in the near future. 

The Journal of Documentary Repro- 
duction is now in the second year of a 
three year subsidy from the Carnegie 
Corporation. It is hoped that it will be 
established on a self-sustaining basis at 
the end of the third year. 


CATALOG CopE REVISION 


The committee which has been working 
since 1932 on a revision of the 4.L.A. 
Catalog Rules has published in a prelimi- 
nary edition the results of its study. Sug- 
gestions for changes and revisions are 
anticipated from the membership and will 
be incorporated in the final edition. 


FOUNDATION GRANTS 


Grants from the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion to the A.L.A. during 1940-41 totaled 
$114,000. Sixty thousand dollars was set 
aside to supplement the purchase of books 
for Europe in this period of international 
financial difficulties. Fifty thousand dol- 
lars will be expended for the purchase and 
microfilming of periodicals to be used for 
devastated libraries and other libraries in 
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belligerent countries after the war. In 
addition to earlier grants, $4000 has been 
appropriated in the last year for library 
cooperation with Latin America. 

During the past year the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of New York appropriated 
$17,900 for emergency activities of the 
Association, $5000 to the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship, $2000 for film 
forums, and $1500 for the Board on Re- 
sources of American Libraries. 

The American Council of Learned So- 
cities has made available to the Associa- 
tion $2000 for a preliminary survey for 
an American library in Mexico. 


Boston CONFERENCE 


Second only to the 1937 New York 
Conference in attendance, the conference 
at Boston reflected the keen interest of 
the membership in the function of li- 
braries in the present emergency. 

Inter-American cooperation, defense ac- 
tivities of libraries, Federal and interna- 
tional relations, and book drives were 
subjects given serious consideration. 

A distinguished visitor at the conference 
was Herbert M. Cashmore, librarian of 
the Birmingham, England, Public Library. 
Mr. Cashmore, the official representative 
of the (British) Library Association, re- 
ceived the cooperation of the British and 
American governments in arranging his 
visit. 

Enrique Planchart, director of the Na- 
tional Library of Venezuela, and Jorge 
Aguayo, subdirector of the University of 
Havana Library, represented Latin Amer- 
ican libraries. 


AWARDS AND CITATIONS 


For the first time two trustee members 
of the Association were cited for distin- 
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guished library service by the Jury on 
Citation of Trustees. Rush Burton, trus- 
tee of the Franklin County, Ga., Library, 
and William Elder Marcus, trustee of 
the Montclair, N.J., Free Public Library, 
were the first recipients. 

Four librarians from the United States 
and three from Canada were given grants- 
in-aid by the Fellowships and Scholarships 
Committee for the further study of li- 
brarianship. 

The following authors received awards 
at the Boston Conference: Anne Thaxter 
Eaton was given the James Terry White 
Award for Reading with Children; Rob- 
ert Lawson, the Caldecott Medal for 
They Were Strong and Good; Armstrong 
Sperry, the Newbery Medal for Call It 
Courage. 

By Council action at the request of the 
Jury on Awards the Lippincott Award 
was discontinued. 

The Oberly Memorial Prize went to 
Elmer D. Merrill and Egbert H. Walker 
for “A Bibliography of Eastern Asiatic 
Botany.” 


REORGANIZATION 


The new Constitution received its sec- 
ond and final vote of approval at the Bos- 
ton Conference and is now in force as 
are all of the By-Laws adopted in 1940. 

To date, five divisions have been estab- 
lished within the new framework. The 
Association of College and Reference 
Libraries and the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification were ratified in 1940. 
At Boston, the Council approved the 
establishment of a Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People, a Trus- 
tees Division, and a Library Extension 
Division. The Music Library Associ- 
ation became a national affiliate of the 


A.L.A. by Council action at that time. 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


A survey of library personnel and train- 
ing agencies in Tennessee made by Eleanor 
M. Witmer for the Board of Education 
for Librarianship with funds from an 
earlier grant was completed and published. 
The board reports that library schools are 
placing much emphasis upon the relation- 
ships of libraries to new demands in the 
periods of national defense and the ma- 
terials necessary to make library service 
effective in these times. A grant has been 
received from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York for further investigations in 
education for librarianship. 

Anita M. Hostetter, secretary of the 
board, and the Executive Secretary pre- 
sented papers and participated in a spring 
conference at Atlanta for the construction 
of a policy and program for the newly 
organized School of Library Science of 
Atlanta University. The chairman and 
Miss Hostetter attended a meeting on 
accrediting called by the American Coun- 
cil on Education. At the Midwinter 
Conference an open meeting was spon- 
sored by the board for the Graduate Li- 
brary School as a contribution to the 
fiftieth anniversary of the University of 
Chicago. 


PUBLISHING 


Outstanding publications of the past 
year have been the Teacher-Librarian’s 
Handbook, a preliminary second edition 
of the 4.L.4. Catalog Rules, A Subject 
Index to Poetry, and Reference Books of 
1938-1940, the second supplement to 
Mudge’s Guide. Two introductory pub- 
lications in Spanish have been published 
for Latin American distribution under a 
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grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. 

With funds from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration nineteen emergency publications 
ranging from technical training to civilian 
morale and international understanding 
have been made available, largely for free 
distribution. 


MEMBERSHIP 


The A.L.A. membership on August 31 
was 15,590. Last year on this date it 
was 15,562. The new enrollment for the 
fiscal year has almost exactly replaced the 
losses from deaths, resignations, and de- 
linquent dues. In 1932 when the dues 
were last changed, the total enrollment 
suffered a net loss of 1776. Promotion 
work this year has succeeded in stabilizing 
the total membership and guarding against 
numerical losses during the first year of 
adjustment to the new dues scale. 


PuBLIC RELATIONS 


Emphasis in publicity necessarily fol- 
lows the lines emphasized by the Associ- 
ation in its program of activity. Many 
important library projects this year have 
been closely tied up with topics of national 
and international interest, and have af- 
forded opportunities for effective pub- 
licity. Much more in the way of inter- 
pretation needs to be done in the fields of 
radio, films, and magazines to aid in 
making the library a socially effective in- 
strument for democracy. 


STAFF 


After several years with comparatively 
little turnover in A.L.A. staff, a large 
number of changes occurred in the pro- 
fessional, stenographic, clerical, and ac- 
counting services. 

Mrs. Beatrice Sawyer Rossell, editor of 


the 4.L.A. Bulletin and publicity assistant, 
and Mrs. Esther H. Dixon, executive 
assistant of Special Membership and En- 
dowment, resigned in the fall. Byron C. 
Hopkins was appointed editor of the 
A.L.A. Bulletin and Olga M. Peterson 
special membership and public relations 
assistant. Esther Warren’s position as 
editorial assistant on the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
was filled by Lucile Deaderick. Eleanor 
Burke was selected as membership assistant 
to succeed Mrs. Virginia Coppes Bloom- 
field. 

Marion A. Milczewski replaced Edwin 
E. Williams as assistant to the Executive 
Secretary. 

Mildred Roblee left the post of editorial 
assistant in the Department of Publishing 
and Cooperative Services and Earl C. 
Graham and Eleanor Blum were ap- 
pointed senior and junior editorial assist- 
ants, respectively. Helen E. Kinsey be- 
came the assistant in children’s books on 
the Booklist staff following Elizabeth A. 
Groves. 

Kathryn P. Mier succeeded Grace W. 
Estes as assistant in the Public Library 
Division. 

The position of assistant, Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship, held by Margaret 
Eugenia Vinton, was discontinued by the 
Executive Board for budgetary reasons. 

Rodolfo O. Rivera was made executive 
assistant of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America following 
William C. Haygood. 

The staff was particularly fortunate in 
having at headquarters for temporary ap- 
pointments during the fall, Elizabeth Bond 
and Alice Louise Brunat, on leave of ab- 
sence from the Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary, and Florence Williams, formerly 
of the University of Illinois Press; and. 
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for the summer months, Jewel Gardiner 
of the Teachers Professional Library, 
Sacramento, Calif. 

Mary Elizabeth Brindley, George J. 
Finney, Wayne M. Hartwell, Gerald D. 
MacDonald, Leroy Charles Merritt, and 
R. Russell Munn were employed to work 
on several of the special projects of the 
Association for periods ranging from sev- 
eral months to one year in duration. 

Because of their faithful service to the 
A.L.A. over a long period, special mention 
should be made of the retirement of Win- 
nafred W. Jones, the death of Mrs. 
Florence Hadley, and the resignations of 
Vesta Shipley and Rae DeMotte of the 
nonprofessional staff. Miss Jones came to 
the A.L.A. in 1923 and became secretary 
on the adult education staff when that 
work was established in 1924. Her con- 
tribution to the adult education work has 
long been recognized. Mrs. Hadley had 
been with the A.L.A. for eleven years as 
telephone operator and receptionist. Miss 
Shipley came to the A.L.A. in 1924 and 
was employed as secretary, first in the 
Publicity Division and later in the Pub- 
lishing Department. Miss DeMotte 
joined the staff in October 1928 and was 
in charge of mimeographing. 


PLANNING 


As the Association enters upon another 
year of the national defense program, 
planning goes on, not only for the coming 
year, but for the postwar period as well. 

The Post-Defense Planning Commit- 
tee, of which Carleton B. Joeckel is chair- 
man, was created by the Executive Board 
at Boston to consider the problems and 


implications of the postwar period for 
libraries and librarians. Relations with 
the Federal agencies primarily concerned 
with library planning—the National Re- 
sources Planning Board and the Public 
Work Reserve—have been established. 
Making libraries a vital influence in the 
program of continuing education for every 
American through unity of purpose and 
action of all libraries is a primary objec- 


What 


libraries can accomplish by working with 


tive of the coming year’s work. 


other educational institutions has _ been 
stressed by President Brown and the Ex- 
ecutive Board. 

The coordination of library resources 
for research is projected along the lines 
of the survey of New York City library 
resources and the study of regional union 
catalogs in the United States, now in 
progress by the Board on Resources of 
American Libraries. The Conference on 
Library Specialization called in New York 
last May by the board explored the pos- 
sible scope of a plan for specialization on 
the research level. 

The reports of the boards and com- 
mittees which follow indicate similar ef- 
forts at long-range planning in their 
several fields. 

It is anticipated that the emergency ac- 
tivities of the coming year will continue 
increasingly as the national effort con- 
centrates more directly upon the defense 
program. In so far as is possible, the 
normal activities and long-time objectives 
of the Association will continue in full 


measure, 


Car H. Mivam, Executive Secretary 
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\.L.A. Income and Expenditures, 1940-1941 


INcOME—$369,240 


Current grants 


$98,900 


About twenty different 
activities are supported 
by grants 


ExPENDITURES—$381,140 


$26,870 Books for Europe 
15,660 Emergency Activities 
11,340 Fellowships and Schol- 
arships 
13,420 Library Cooperation 





Small number of new 
titles reduced sales in- 
come below the estimate 
for the year 
Receipts from sales of 
publications 


Includes advertising, 
Carnegie fund income, 
subscriptions, sale of re- 


view books $36,600 











Income from the two 
million dollar Carnegie 








Corporation fund $70,450 
Miscellaneous 70 
Dues—net $70,270 
Conference income 11,460 
Endowment income 1,750 
C. and R.L. income 3,470 
Miscellaneous 530 


About $19,600 of this in- 
come was used outside 
the Membership budget 
to underwrite other ac- 
tivities 


Grants with Latin America 
13,320 Union List of Serials 
9,710 Regional Union Library 
Catalog 
3,720 Educational Films and 
Libraries 
13,300 All other 
$80,000 Publishing (Does not 
’ include Booklist or Bul- 
PUBLICATIONS letin) 
Book List $37,300 Booklist 
$14,000 Education for Librari- 
C.C. anship 
ENDOWMENT 10,450 Headquarters Library 
14,350 Personnel 





28,700 


Public Library Division 








9,600 School and Children’s 
Library Division 
Pe 5,500 Statistics 
og 3,400 Other 
tienen $66,300 Membership and Con- 
ference (Includes Bul- 
a letin) 
CoN FERENCE 






4,200 


College and Research 
Libraries 


A complete financial report will 
appear in the December Bulletin 





R. E. Dootey, 4.L.4. Comptroller 
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Library Extension 1n National 
Emergency 


The report of the Library Extension Board for the year ending 
July 31, 1941. 


ates in library extension continued 
in the year 1940-41, in spite of con- 
stantly increasing emphasis on the needs 
of the national defense program. This 
report records definite gains in state aid 
appropriations, in strengthening of state li- 
brary agencies, in regional library estab- 
lishment, and in citizen interest and or- 
ganized effort. 

Within the Association, fresh impetus 
was given the movement by President 
Culver—a member of the Library Exten- 
sion Board on leave during her presidential 
year; by a general session at the annual 
conference on rural library service ; by Ex- 
ecutive Board discussion at a fall session; 
by an open meeting of the Library Exten- 
sion Board on regional library service; 
by a meeting of the board with representa- 
tives of the several A.L.A. and affiliated 
groups and federal librarians concerned, 
for considering and clearing ideas and pro- 
grams; and at the end of the year, by the 
creation of a Library Extension Division 
under the new Constitution and By-Laws. 

Against this progress must be set the un- 
successful efforts to secure funds for active 
field work from the Executive Board and 
from a foundation; the increasing amount 
of time necessarily devoted to defense ac- 
tivities by the board’s headquarters repre- 
sentative ; some legislative failures; and, as 
always, the long distance still to go to- 
ward the goal of adequate public library 
service for all the people in the United 
States and Canada. 


The basic question, whether library ex- 
tension effort should be given up or in- 
tensified in times of national emergency 
was answered by the Executive Board in 
the following resolution, adopted October 
9, 1941: 

That in this time of national emergency 
the Executive Board reaffirm its conviction 
that the extension and equalization of 
library opportunity on a national scale in 
the United States is and must remain a 
major concern of the American Library 
Association. 

Current experience shows that modern 
warfare is not so much a struggle with 
lethal weapons as with spiritual and intel- 
lectual ones. 

It is of prime importance to the national 
defense of this country that not only the in- 
dividuals directly engaged in defense ac- 
tivities, but all citizens have access to books 
for reading, study, and training. To leave 
forty-seven million individuals in the United 
States and Canada without library service 
is to weaken our national armor. 


FACTUAL Basis 


Exact figures of people with and with- 
out public library service under the 1940 
census will soon be available through co- 
operation in a re-count on the part of the 
A.L.A. statistical assistant, of John C. 
Settelmayer, holder of an A.L.A. fellow- 
ship, and of the state library agencies. 
Findings of Mr. Settelmayer’s study of the 
characteristics of selected areas in the 
United States without public library serv- 
ice are anticipated with interest. 

The situation regarding public library 
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LIBRARY EXTENSION IN NATIONAL EMERGENCY 


service to Negroes is described in a thesis 
by Eliza Atkins Gleason being published 
by the University of Chicago Press, en- 
titled, ‘““The Southern Negro and the Pub- 
lic Library,” and in a forthcoming Office 
of Education “Survey of Higher Educa- 
tion of Negroes,” which includes consider- 
able information on public library service 
as well as on college and university li- 
braries. 

Other studies of interest to the board 
are: Public Administration and the Li- 
brary by Arnold Miles and Lowell Mar- 
tin, University of Chicago Press; Library 
Costs and Budgets by Emma V. Baldwin 
and William E. Marcus, R. R. Bowker 
Company; and the major compilation of 
public library statistics nearly completed 
in the Library Service Division of the 
U.S. Office of Education. A few others 


are noted later under subjects. 


STATE AID AND STATE AGENCIES 


Wider recognition of the importance of 
state and provincial library leadership and 
of grants-in-aid, and considerable legisla- 
tive and other progress can be reported. 

The board and staff continued informa- 
tion and advisory service in this field. 
Visits were made to eleven states for meet- 
ings of state planning committees or state 
library associations, or conferences with 
state extension workers. A_ regional 
meeting of state leaders in the Tennessee 
Valley states gave opportunity for group 
and individual conferences with leaders 
from seven states. Recommendations of 
an A.L.A. survey of the Texas State Li- 
brary, made by Clarence B. Lester and 
Paul A. T. Noon, were used by the Texas 
Library and Historical Commission, the 
People’s Library Movement, and the state 
library association as the basis for a 
legislative program. 
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The study of state library agencies by 
the Library Service Division (with the 
help of Fritz Veit of the Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago) is ap- 
proaching completion. It will be pub- 
lished as United States Office of Education 
Bulletin, 1940, No. 6, Monograph No. 
16, in the series, Studies of State Depart- 
ments of Education, under the title, 
“Organization and Functions of State 
Agencies for Library Service” by Ralph 
M. Dunbar, Nora E. Beust, Edith A. 
Lathrop, and Fritz Veit. 

In state aid, more legislative prog- 
ress was made than in any previous year. 
North Carolina made its first appropria- 
tion; Michigan restored its after a lapse of 
one biennium; Arkansas, Pennsylvania, 
and Vermont increased the amount; and 
British Columbia, New Hampshire, and 
Ohio appropriated the same fund. Even 
where projects failed to carry, as in Con- 
necticut, Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin, a 
foundation of education was laid. 

State aid of the newer type, for demon- 
strations, for large unit service to new 
areas, and for general state-wide develop- 
ment is now available in ten states and 
provinces, as follows: 


Arkansas. $120,000 appropriated for 
1941-43 for state aid and for operation of 
the state library commission, an increase of 
$20,000 over the two preceding bienniums. 
Grants are made for books to aid the coun- 
ties in developing library service, in ac- 
cordance with regulations set by the library 
commission, including local support and 
standards for personnel. 

British Columbia. $5000 appropriated 
for 1941-42 for aid to the three union dis- 
trict libraries. 

Louisiana. $200,760 appropriated for 
1940-42 for regional and parish demonstra- 
tions and for the regular activities of the 
state library commission. Many of the 
demonstrations have already led to the 
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establishment of permanent library service. 

Michigan. $500,000 appropriated for the 
biennium 1941-43 for state aid for existing 
libraries and for development of new serv- 
ice. (Re-established after an interim of 
two years, for the appropriating section of 
the 1937 act for a continuing annual appro- 
priation of $500,000 had been repealed in 
1939 in a last minute effort to balance the 
budget.) 

North Carolina. First appropriation of 
$200,000 for 1941-43 for state aid for 
“promoting, aiding, and equalizing public 
library service,” to be administered by the 
state library commission under regulations 
which it sets. 

New Hampshire. Continuation of two 
regional bookmobile services, begun in 1938 
and 1940, was provided for in the regular 
budget of the state library commission for 
the biennium 1941-43. Not called “state 
aid,” but is comparable to that of Vermont. 

Nova Scotia. In 1939 the provincial gov- 
ernment passed an act providing for grants 
for regional libraries in the ratio of $1 to 
each $3 of local appropriations. 

Ohio. $100,000 appropriated for state 
aid for 1941-42 (appropriation first made 
in 1935). Emphasis of the state library 
board on grants to one strong library in 
each county to enable it to extend its serv- 
ice to rural areas has resulted in the de- 
velopment of county service in most of the 
counties hitherto unserved, and in partial 
service in others. 

Pennsylvania. State aid for county libra- 
ries (available since 1931) is $55,000 for 
the biennium 1941-43, an increase of $15,000 
over the previous biennium. Eighteen coun- 
ties are now receiving aid. Grants are con- 
tingent on local appropriations. 

Vermont. $48,000 appropriated for 1941- 
43 for regional library service (begun in 
1937) and the other activities of the free 
public library commission, an increase of 
$6000. The state now has complete inte- 
grated library service with four regional 
librarians, working from strategically lo- 
cated headquarters with bookmobiles, sup- 
plementing, helping, and extending the 
service of the many small libraries and find- 
ing new opportunities in adult education and 


service to schools. Regional centers are at 
Rutland, St. Johnsbury, St. Albans, and 
Montpelier. The regional librarians are 
members of the library commission staff. 


State legislatures strengthened the state 
agency law, or changed the organization 
(usually at the request of its friends), or 
made first appropriations for field work, as 
follows: 


Arkansas. Library commission law 
amended to provide seven instead of five 
commissioners, one to be appointed from 
each congressional district, chosen by the 
governor from names submitted by several 
organizations. 

Maine. State library transferred from 
department of education (to which it had 
been assigned in 1931) to an independent 
agency, with the state librarian appointed 
by the governor. Law passed at a special 
session in 1940; effective January, 1941. 

New Mexico. Change from a state 
library extension division attached to the 
museum to a separate state library commis- 
sion, consisting of the president of the state 
board of education and four members ap- 
pointed by the governor. 

South Dakota. Free library commis- 
sion law strengthened by amendments (1) 
designating the director as secretary to the 
commission, (2) requiring the director to 
be a graduate of an accredited library school 
with at least two years of successful ad- 
ministrative experience, and (3) designat- 
ing the commission as the agency to admin- 
ister federal and state aid for library serv- 
ice. 
Washington. State library changed from 
a division of the department of education to 
a library commission of five, with the su- 
perintendent of public instruction chairman 
ex officio, and four members appointed by 
the governor for four-year terms, staggered, 
one to be a librarian and one a trustee. 
(A 1939 act, which had been vetoed by the 
governor, then passed over his veto in 
1941.) Appropriation increased to $50,000 


for biennium as compared with $30,000, the 
increase to provide for a field agent. 
West Virginia. 


First appropriation for 
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the library commission of $25,000 for 194I- 
43, including $10,000 a year, plus reappro- 
priation of the $5000 which had been 
appropriated two years ago but never re- 
leased by the governor. This will make 
possible the first staff and field work. 


Equally important or more important 
than legislation was appointment for the 
first time of professional librarians to head 
the Maine and Michigan state libraries. 

The Tennessee library division was 
strengthened by allocation of $5000 of 
state aid for school libraries to supervision 
and field work, releasing time of the direc- 
tor of school libraries for general library 
extension. 

General reorganization acts in Indiana 
and Louisiana were declared unconstitu- 
tional in July, 1941, leaving the exact 
status of the state library agencies in those 
states somewhat uncertain. 

Legislative effort that failed, in spite of 
well-organized campaigns, included the 
following: 


Colorado. Bill to strengthen the func- 
tions and staff of the state library. 


Kansas. $10,000 for field agent, clerical 
help, and travel. 
Montana. Change in composition of the 


state library commission, and first appro- 
priation for it, as well as certification. 


It is still necessary to report that two 
states (Montana and South Carolina) 
have library extension agencies without ap- 
propriation; that three states (Arizona 
Nevada, and Wyoming) have no state 
library agencies with specific extension 
functions, though they have reference state 
libraries ; and that many state agencies are 
too handicapped by lack of funds or of 
adequate personnel to give strong leader- 
ship. 

LARGER UNITS 


Concrete evidence that regional library 
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service had passed the blueprint stage was 
presented at an open meeting of the board 
at the Boston Conference. The three serv- 
ices described (in Vermont, Virginia, 
and in connection with the T.V.A.), 
showed a wide variety of organization 
adapted to varying situations. These 
papers are being published as a series in 
the 4.L.A. Bulletin, with the chairman’s 
introductory statement. A list of regional 
library services, distributed in tentative 
form at the open meeting, has since been 
amended and corrected, and is printed as 
an appendix to this report. 

Recognition is given the movement in 
Problems in Service Levels by William 
S. Carpenter (Princeton University 
Press, 1940). Professor Carpenter says 
on page sixty-one that “the agreements by 
which joint library services are provided 
reflect careful draftsmanship.” Use of the 
Prince Edward Island regional service is 
reported in A Regional Library and Its 
Readers by H. Bramwell Chandler and 
J. T. Croteau (American Association for 
Adult Education, 1940). 

Interest and activity in regional library 
development are reflected in frequent calls 
on A.L.A. Headquarters for information 
and advisory service in legislation, for 
sample contracts or recommended contract 
forms, as well as for bookmobile informa- 
tion, designs, and pictures, and for leaflets 
for popular use. 

An experiment in integrating county li- 
brary service closely with other county- 
wide activities and services is being carried 
on in Taos County, New Mexico, by the 
Harwood Foundation of the University 
of New Mexico. In seven counties of 
southwestern Michigan the Kellogg 
Foundation is using new and dramatic 
methods to stimulate rural development. 
Results of both projects will be watched 








5 


W.P.A. demonstrations 
Development of county 
circulating libraries in several 
Southern states may or may not stimulate 
county public libraries. 

Seven state legislatures enacted amend- 
ments to county library laws, designed to 
permit units larger than a county, to make 
establishment easier, or to give more spe- 
cific authorization: 


Florida. Enables a county to contract 
with any other county or municipality for 
library service; omits, from the county 
library levy, property already taxed for pub- 
lic library purposes. 

Illinois. Excepts taxes for county library 
purposes from the general county tax levy. 

Nebraska. Provides for establishment of 
county and regional libraries upon a major- 
ity vote at a general election of the electors 
residing outside cities, villages, or town- 
ships that already maintain a library. 

Ohio. Specific authorization is given for 
libraries supported from the intangibles tax 
to spend their funds for county branches, 
stations, and bookmobile service. 

Oregon. Enables one county to contract 
with the county library of an adjoining 
county to maintain joint county library serv- 
ice. 

Utah. Permits existing libraries to be- 
come branches of the county library and 
authorizes contracts for service between 
city councils, city library boards, county 
library boards, and boards of education. 

Washington. A majority vote (of resi- 
dents of the county outside incorporated 
cities and towns) at a general or special 
election constitutes a mandate on the county 
commissioners to declare a county library 
district established, appoint a library board, 
and levy a tax not to exceed two mills. 


with interest. 
are noted later. 


school 


The number of counties served by coun- 
ty or regional libraries (ignoring small 
beginnings with less than $1000 appropri- 
ated by the county) increased from the 
450 reported last year to 506. 


WitH FEpERAL AGENCIES 
Though specific federal aid for rural 
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library service is still in the future, the 
interest and help of federal agencies is in- 
creasing—notably that of the Office of 
Education and its Library Service Divi- 
sion, the Department of Agriculture, and 
the Work Projects Administration. The 
board has maintained close relations with 
these agencies through conferences in 
Washington and through inviting to its 
meetings the three library representatives, 
Ralph M. Dunbar, Ralph R. Shaw, and 
Edward A. Chapman. Correlation of ef- 
fort has been the objective. 

The Office of Education carried on a 
study of public library services and needs 
in national defense, and in this connection 
called together a group of eight librarians, 
constituting a continuing advisory com- 
mittee—a significant step for the future. 
Two members of this board, Essae M. 
Culver and Carleton B. Joeckel, are serv- 
ing on the committee; and the secretary 
of the board was lent to the office for a six- 
weeks’ period of intensive work in the 
Library Service Division, collecting and 
compiling the needed data. Other studies 
have already been noted. 

The Department of Agriculture held 
several conferences on rural discussion 
groups and the provision of materials for 
them, in which the secretary of the board 
participated. The President of the 
A.L.A. conferred with the new director 
of the extension service looking toward 
cooperation. 

Demonstrations in rural areas, as part 
of state-wide W.P.A. library projects, 
are already resulting in establishment of 
some permanent county or regional libra- 
ries, are stimulating the interest and imagi- 
nation of rural people, and aiding state 
library extension agencies in carrying out 


An informal sam- 
pling of opinion by a committee of the 
League of Library Commissions showed 


some of their plans. 
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that many state library agencies feel that 
even under the handicaps inherent in re- 
lief programs, these demonstrations have 
proved their value in developing library 
consciousness. Results of an appraisal by 
Edward B. Stanford, Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago (through 
field visits as well as questionnaires) are 
awaited with interest. Official W.P.A. 
figures of April, 1941, show forty-one 
state-wide library projects, employment 
of more than three hundred professional 
librarians, and use of twenty-eight thou- 
sand relief workers. 


WiruH CirizEn Groups 


Interest of many national organizations 
in library extension continued. The As- 
sociated Women of the American Farm 
Bureau Federation passed a resolution em- 
phasizing the need for expanded rural 
library facilities. ‘The American Country 
Life Association called on the President 
of the A.L.A. for a general session address 
on the rural library of the future, and on 
the secretary of the board to arrange and 
lead two round tables. The secretary 
strengthened relations with the American 
Association of University Women through 
attendance at its biennial meeting in Cin- 
cinnati, and with the new chairman of 
reading and library service in the National 
Congress of Parents and ‘Teachers 
through conferences in Chicago. 

State citizens library committees, un- 
der various names, carried on legislative 
and other activities 
states. 


in some seventeen 
Information and advisory service 
was given through correspondence and 
one state meeting attended. 

Transfer of headquarters activity in 
“Friends of Libraries” to the Public Li- 
brary Division from the Membership De- 
partment in October, 1940, is making 
possible closer coordination of that move- 


ment with state citizens committees, li- 
brary trustees, and work with national 
agencies. 


A.L.A. ORGANIZATION 


Following the adoption of the new 
Constitution and By-Laws, a Library Ex- 
tension Division was authorized by the 
Council, June 24, 1941, on petition of the 
County and Regional Libraries Section 
and the League of Library Commissions, 
its field to be broad enough to cover li- 
brary extension activities of various kinds, 
organized in sections. This union of 
groups concerned with library extension 
was specifically recommended by the Ac- 
tivities Committee and was watched with 
sympathetic interest by the board. 

Of importance also in library extension 
was the creation by the Executive Board 
of a committee of five Canadian library 
consultants, later replaced (by A.L.A. 
Council action, June, 1941) by a Cana- 
dian Library Advisory Board to be com- 
posed of the executive committee of the 
newly-organized Canadian Library Coun- 
cil. 


PERSONNEL 


Carleton B. Joeckel was appointed to 
the board for a five-year term beginning in 
September, 1940, succeeding Malcolm G. 
Wyer, and was elected chairman for 
1940-41. Essae M. Culver was given 
leave of absence during her presidential 
year and was succeeded during that period 
by Tommie Dora Barker. The death of 
Harriet C. Long July 4, 1941 (follow- 
ing shortly her resignation because of ill- 
ness) was a loss to the board and to the 
whole extension movement. For the re- 
maining year of her term Miss Barker was 
again appointed. The new appointee for 
the five-year term 1941-46, to succeed 
Louis R. Wilson, was Hazel B. Warren, 





552 AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


chief of the extension division, Indiana 
State Library, Indianapolis. 


AHEAD 


The board hopes for continued progress 
in the coming year, based on increasing 
evidence that public libraries are essential 
in time of crisis. It will continue its task 
of (1) fact finding and reporting, (2) 


advising and stimulating, and (3) en- 
couraging experimentation. 

CARLETON B. JOECKEL, Chairman 

TomMMiE Dora BARKER 

EssaE M. CuLver 

LoLteta Dawson FyYANn 

Louis R. WILson 

Jutta WricHT MERRILL, Secretary, 

and Chief, Public Library Division 


APPENDIX 


REGIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 


New England 


Massachusetts. Three regional demon- 
strations with bookmobiles, carried on by 
the state division of public libraries, 
through a W.P.A. state-wide library proj- 
ect. To supplement and aid the small pub- 
lic libraries and serve the rural schools. 
1940—. Headquarters libraries are: Pitts- 
field, Berkshire Athenaeum; Fall River 
Public Library; and Greenfield Public 
Library. 

New Hampshire. Two regional bookmo- 
bile services, with state funds, supplement- 
ing the existing libraries. One operates 
from the office of the Public Library Com- 
mission at Concord. 1938—. The other 
operates from a regional office at Littleton. 
1940—. 

Vermont. Four regional centers and 
bookmobile services, covering the fourteen 
counties of the state, have been developed 
with state aid as part of the service of the 
Free Public Library Commission, to sup- 
plement and coordinate that of the existing 
libraries: Montpelier Regional Library 
Service. Service is given from the Vermont 
Library Commission office. 1938—. Rut- 
land Regional Library Service. Headquar- 
ters space provided in the Rutland Public 
Library... 1937—. St. Albans Regional 
Library Service. Headquarters in the St. 
Albans Public Library. 1938—. St. Johns- 
bury Regional Library Service. Headquar- 
ters space in the St. Johnsbury Athenaeum. 
1937—. 


The South 


Alabama. Northeast Alabama Regional 
Library Service, Huntsville. (Jackson, 
Madison, and Marshall counties.) The 
T.V.A. Guntersville Dam area. First con- 
tracts included T.V.A. Now they are be- 
tween the boards of county commissioners, 
the Huntsville Library Board, and county 
boards of education. 1937—. 

Georgia. Regional library service for 
Clarke, Oglethorpe, and Oconee counties; 
headquarters at Athens. Begun as a 
W.P.A. demonstration in the fall of 1940. 
The counties, cities, and school boards are 
now all appropriating and the Georgia 
Library Commission feels that its perma- 
nence is assured. 

Kentucky. Regional Library, State 
Teachers College, Murray. (Calloway, 
Marshall, and Graves counties.) Gilberts- 
ville Dam area. Contracts between T.V.A., 
Kentucky Library Extension Division, and 
Murray State Teachers College. 1939—. 

Louisiana. (The Lincoln-Bienville _ bi- 
parish service is interrupted, probably only 
temporarily. The library tax carried in 
Lincoln Parish at a general election in pop- 
ular vote but not in assessed valuation. 
Both are necessary under Louisiana laws. 
The vote in Bienville was then postponed. 

North Carolina. Nantahala Regional Li- 
brary, Murphy. (Cherokee, Clay, and 
Graham counties.) Hiwassee Dam area, 
broadened later. Original contracts in 


1938 between T.V.A. and the Murphy Li- 
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brary Board. Cherokee voted a tax in 
1940, the other counties, in July, 1941. 

Regional service including Beaufort, 
Hyde, and Martin counties, Washington. 
Established summer of 1941, with county 
appropriations and state aid. 

Tennessee. Watts Bar Regional Library, 
Lenoir City. (Loudon, Meigs, Rhea, and 
Roane counties.) Contracts between the 
T.V.A., State Department of Education, 
and the Lawson McGhee Library, Knox- 
ville. 1940—. 

Cherokee Dam Regional Library. (Jef- 
ferson, Grainger, Hamblen, and Hawkins 
counties.) Cherokee Dam area. Contracts 
between T.V.A., Lawson McGhee Library, 
Knoxville, and State Department of Educa- 
tion. 194I—. 

Fort Loudoun Dam Regional Library. 
(Loudon, Blount, and Monroe counties.) 
Fort Loudoun Dam area. Contracts be- 
tween T.V.A., Lawson McGhee Library, 
Knoxville, and State Department of Educa- 
tion. I941I—. 

Virginia. Tidewater Regional Public Li- 
brary, Tappahannock. (Essex, King and 
Queen, King William, Lancaster, Middle- 
sex, Northumberland, Richmond, and West- 
moreland counties.) Contracts between the 
board of supervisors of each county estab- 
lished the regional library in the spring of 
1939. The Regional Library Board then 
petitioned the State Library Board—spon- 
sors of a W.P.A. state-wide public library 
project—for W.P.A. assistance, which in- 
cluded bookmobiles, books, technical and 
clerical employees. 
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The West 
California. Merced County Free Li- 


brary, Merced. Serves Mariposa County 
by contracts. 1926—. 

Plumas County Free Library, Quincy. 
Serves Sierra County by contract. 1926—. 


Canada 


British Columbia. Fraser Valley Union 
Library, Abbotsford. Demonstration 1930; 
permanent basis, 1934—. 

Okanagan Union Library, 
1936—. 

Vancouver Island Union Library, Nanai- 
mo. 1936—. 

Prince Edward Island. Prince Edward 
Island Libraries, Charlottetown. (Regional 
system for the entire province.) Demon- 
stration 1933; permanent basis. 1936—. 

Quebec. Eastern Townships Library As- 
sociation. Informal demonstration, with 
some foundation aid, under the leadership 
of R. Alex Sim, of Macdonald College, Ste. 


Anne de Bellevue. 1940—. 


Kelowna. 


British West Indies 


Demonstration of regional library service, 
for the British West Indies, with head- 
quarters at Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, begun 
late in 1940 or early in 1941 by Helen Gor- 
don Stewart, under a grant of $70,000 from 
the Carnegie Corporation, based on a sur- 
vey and report by Ernest A. Savage, Edin- 
burgh, published in 1934 and_ entitled 
Libraries of Bermuda, the Bahamas, the 
British West Indies, British Guiana, . 











A Total Program of Professional 
Education 


The seventeenth annual report of the Board of Education for Librarianship 
for the period July 1, 1940, to July 31, 1941. 


TOTAL program of education for the 
members of any profession does not 
consist merely of initial training for prac- 
tice of the profession. To accomplish its 
true purpose, such a program will also 
guide into the profession those who appear 
to possess desirable qualifications and it 
will recognize that those who have 
completed the first stage of preparation 
and have acquired experience will need 
throughout their professional careers many 
opportunities for extending their prepara- 
tion. For library schools as for profes- 
sional schools in other fields, the selection 
of students, the provision of instruction 
that will best fit them for service, and the 
stimulation of graduates to continue pro- 
fessional education are problems of never- 
ending importance. Changes in library 
service, new demands upon libraries, re- 
organization of service in adjustment to 
local or regional needs, a sudden emphasis 
upon materials hitherto unneeded—these 
serve only to vary the approaches to the 
solution of fundamental problems. They 
do not alter the significance of the prob- 
lems themselves. 

New demands upon libraries in the 
present period of national defense have 
suggested changes in library school courses, 
particularly those dealing with library 
materials and their uses. At the Mid- 
winter Conference, 1940, the board in- 
vited officers of the Association of Ameri- 
can Library Schools and members of the 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure to 
discuss together the effect of the defense 


program upon the library personnel. Re- 
plies to a questionnaire sent to accredited 
library schools by the A.A.L.S. formed the 
basis for discussion and were included in 
the report of the meeting.’ Library serv- 
ice in the Army and the Navy was also 
summarized in the Bulletin.? 

It is apparent that library schools are 
placing much emphasis upon the impor- 
tance of understanding current political, 
economic, and social problems and their 
relation to library service. A second aim 
of the library schools is to stimulate the 
students’ sense of responsibility for intel- 
lectual leadership in their communities and 
participation in community affairs. Li- 
brary organization and service in relation 
to new demands, the needs of readers who 
have seldom used libraries, materials little 
needed under average conditions, and pub- 
lications relating to Latin American coun- 
tries and Canada are receiving greater 
attention. 

Library schools are considering also 
whether more students should be enrolled 
whose preprofessional education is closely 
adapted to technical and scientific service 
and those with extensive preparation in 
the social sciences. 


LIBRARY SCHOOLS 


In recognition of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the University of Chicago and the 


1 Timmerman, Hazel B., and Hostetter, Anita M. 
“Library Personnel and the National Defense Pro- 
gram.” .L.A. Bulletin 35:216-20, April, 1941. 

2 Hostetter, Anita M., and Timmerman, Hazel B. 
“Library Service in the Navy and the Army. 


A.L.A. Bulletin 35:149-53, March, 1941. 
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twelfth of the Graduate Library School, 
the board was privileged to sponsor a 
meeting during the Midwinter Confer- 
ence, 1940. The vice president of the uni- 
versity, the president of the Association 
of American Library Schools, the secre- 
tary of the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, Mr. Compton for the board, and 
Dean Wilson of the school participated in 
the program. The proceedings have been 
published by the University of Chicago 
Press. 

New courses were offered at the library 
schools of Louisiana State University, 
Drexel Institute of Technology, New 
Jersey College for Women, George Pea- 
body College for Teachers, and Pratt In- 
stitute. Beginning in 1941, the first-year 
curriculum at Simmons College and Uni- 
versity of Michigan may be completed in 
summer sessions. Changes in directorship 
occurred at the University of Illinois, 
Louisiana State University, University of 
Michigan, and University of Wisconsin. 

From the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, Emory University Library School 
received an endowment grant and the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Graduate Library 
School a grant to support publication 
work. From the General Education 
Board, the Peabody Library School re- 
ceived a grant to extend its program in li- 
brary education for teachers and school 
administrators. A lectureship fund was 
established by alumni of the University 
of Michigan, Department of Library Sci- 
ence, to honor William Warner Bishop, 
and a publication fund by alumni of the 
University of Illinois Library School, in 
honor of Phineas L. Windsor. The To- 
ronto Public Library Association pre- 
sented to the University of Toronto Li- 


3 New Frontiers in Librarianship. 


Rid University of 
Chicago Press, 1941. 


brary School a fund to establish the George 
H. Locke Memorial Scholarship. The 
first survey of a library school is in prog- 
ress at the University of Illinois. 

The library school of Kansas State 
Teachers College of Emporia opened a 
new summer course for teacher-librarians 
which is distinct from the curriculum 
given in the regular year. The University 
of Illinois and University of Michigan li- 
brary schools took part in plans for co- 
ordinating the programs given by all in- 
stitutions in their states, and at the former 
a summer program for teacher-librarians 
was developed in cooperation with the 
college of education. Under the leader- 
ship of the state supervisor of school li- 
braries, institutions of higher education in 
Georgia tried out a curriculum for teacher- 
librarians. This state-wide experiment is 
of special interest in that it has been based 
upon the report resulting from a study 
made jointly by the American Association 
of Teachers Colleges and the Board of 


Education for Librarianship.* 


SPECIAL STUDIES 


A grant of $5000 was received from the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York for 
further investigations of problems in li- 
brary education. 

A survey of library personnel and train- 
ing agencies in Tennessee was revised and 
published. This survey was made under 
an earlier grant by Eleanor M. Witmer on 
invitation of the Tennessee Library As- 
sociation and the state department of edu- 
cation. Helen F. Pierce drafted a final 
report on the study of postprofessional edu- 
cation of librarians begun at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago in 1937-38. 


* How Shall We Educate Teachers and Librarians 
for Library Service in the School? Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1936. 





ACCREDITING CONFERENCES 


A second conference of accrediting as- 
sociations, called by the American Council 
on Education, was attended by the chair- 
man and secretary who participated also 
in a special discussion of accrediting prob- 
lems by representatives of professional as- 
sociations.» Committees are investigating 
the preparation of uniform information 
blanks for use by all accrediting groups 
and the feasibility of centralizing the col- 
lection of information from colleges and 
universities. “The purpose is to lessen the 
burden of time and financial outlay now 
imposed upon institutions in their coopera- 
tion with accrediting groups. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


The board was privileged to participate 
in meetings of the Association of American 
Library Schools at the midwinter and 
Boston conferences. The round tables on 
teaching of reference work and adminis- 
tration are noted with special interest as a 
step toward determining the basic content 
of courses in these fields. 

Although no internships were sponsored 
by the board, their importance in profes- 
sional education was recognized in the 
publication of two articles.© Through the 
A.L.A. Bulletin, current opportunities for 
in-service training were brought to the at- 


5 American Council on Education. Cooperation in 
Accrediting Procedures. 1941. (American Council 
on Fducation Studies. Series I, Vol. V, No. 14.) 

Baker, Elizabeth, and Howard, Frances Parker. 
“Internship in the T.V.A.” A.L.A. Bulletin 35: 
25-30, January, 1941. 

Methven, Mildred L. 


ships.” 


.. “Hospital Library Intern- 
A.L.A. Bulletin 35:379-81, June, 1941. 
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tention of librarians and many inquirers 
were directed by correspondence to insti- 
tutes, clinics, and other forms of instruc- 
tion. Only one state, Indiana, enacted a 
law for the certification of librarians. The 
list of fellowships, scholarships, grants-in- 
aid, and loan funds open to librarians was 
completely revised and reissued. Requests 
for information on library service totaled 
1842. 


THE BOARD AND STAFF 


The Executive Board appointed Miriam 
D. Tompkins for the term of 1940-45, 
succeeding Margaret Mann. Helen M. 
Harris was elected chairman. By action 
of the Executive Board, the position of 
assistant was discontinued as of December 
31, 1940, for budgetary reasons. Business 
meetings were held at the Midwinter Con- 
ference, 1940, the Boston Conference, and 
Chicago, August 2-3, 1941. All the mem- 
bers of the board took part in return visits 
to accredited library schools, including 
University of Denver, Kansas State 
Teachers College of Emporia, University 
of Oklahoma, New Jersey College for 
Women, and Simmons College. The sec- 
retary read a paper at a conference on li- 
brary service for Negroes and the educa- 
tion of Negro librarians at Atlanta Uni- 
versity in March. 

Heten M. Harris, Chairman 
CuHar_Les H. CoMpTon 

DonaALp CONEY 

L. Marion MosHIier 

Miriam D. TomPKINS 

Anita M. Hostetter, Secretary 




















APPENDIX 
ACCREDITED LIBRARY SCHOOLS 


The Board of Education for Librarianship has classified and accredited the follow- 
ing library schools under Minimum Requirements for Library Schools adopted by the 
A.L.A. Council in October, 1933.1 Classification of the schools neither includes nor 
implies a comparative rating or grading. The schools are listed alphabetically by the 
italicized name in common usage, with date of establishment and present classification. 
New York State College for Teachers, Department of Librarianship, A/bany. 1926. 

Type III.” 
University of California, School of Librarianship. 1919. ‘Type I. 
University of Chicago, Graduate Library School. 1926; opened 1928. Type I.‘ 
Columbia University, School of Library Service. 1887. Type I.° 
Texas State College for Women, Department of Library Science, Denton. 1929. 
Type III.? 
University of Denver, School of Librarianship. 1931. Type III. 
Drexel Institute of Technology, School of Library Science. 1891. Type II. 
Emory University, Library School. 1905. Type II. 
Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, Library School. 1928. Type III.? 
University of Illinois, Library School. 1893. Type I. 
Louisiana State University, Library School. 1931. Type II. 
McGill University, Library School. 1927. Type II. 
University of Michigan, Department of Library Science. 1926. ‘Type I. 
University of Minnesota, Division of Library Instruction. 1928. Type III. 
New Jersey College for Women, Library School. 1927. Type III. 
University of North Carolina, School of Library Science. 1931. Types II and III. 
University of Oklahoma, School of Library Science. 1929. Type III.® 
George Peabody College for Teachers, Library School. 1928. Type II.? 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh. 1901. 
Type II. 
Pratt Institute, Library School. 1890. Type II. 
Rosary College, Department of Library Science. 1930. Type III.® 
College of St. Catherine, Department of Library Science. 1929. Type III. 
Simmons College, School of Library Science. 1902. Types II and III. 
University of Southern California, Graduate School of Library Science. 
Type II. 
Syracuse University, School of Library Science. 1908. Type II. 
University of Toronto, Library School. 1928. Type II. 
University of Washington, School of Librarianship. 1911. Type II.’ 
Western Reserve University, School of Library Science. 1904. Type II. 
College of William and Mary, Department of Library Science. 1931. Type III.” 
University of Wisconsin, Library School. 1906. ‘Type III.* 


1936. 





1 Proceedings of the Fifty-Fifth Annual Conference, pages 610-13. 
2 Emphasizes service in schools and colleges. 

® Requires a college degree for admission. 

* Graduate study only. 

5 Degree curricula only accredited. 

* Emphasizes service in Catholic schools and colleges 

Curriculum leading to B.A. in Librarianship a. accredited. 
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Toward an Enlightened Citizenry 


The sixteenth annual report of the Adult Education Board for the year 
ending July 31, 1941. 


N JUNE, 1940 the board issued an 

Open Letter to Librarians,» which 
stressed today’s challenge of “learn or 
perish.” It expressed the beliefs that the 
outcome of today’s social changes will be 
good or bad in proportion to the amount 
of social intelligence which directs them, 
and in proportion to the understanding 
and enlightened participation by the many, 
rather than the few. It suggested to li- 
braries six lines of endeavor to help the 
citizenry to meet this challenge. 

These six suggested attacks will serve 
as a useful framework on which to exam- 
ine the major part of the past year’s 
work and the work yet to be done. 

1. A revaluation of traditional library 
services is in order so that more resources 
may be shifted to the job of helping to 
build a more enlightened citizenry. This 
general point of view received such strong 
support in the reasoned and forceful ad- 
dress of former president Ralph Munn at 
the annual A.L.A. conference at Cin- 
cinnati? that it was reprinted for further 
distribution. Unfortunately, the evidence 
available so far does not show that many 
libraries have diverted much of their re- 
sources, staff, or thought from the usual 
channels into this business of civic enlight- 
enment, though the picture may have im- 
proved more in recent months than we 
know. The A.L.A. survey of public li- 
brary service and needs in the emergency 
which was summarized and reported® by 





14.L.A. Bulletin 34:393-95, 422, June, 1940. Free 
reprint available. 

*Munn, Ralph. ‘Facts versus Folklore.” <A.L.A. 
Bulletin 34:380-84, 422, June, 1940. Abridged 
mimeographed reprints available. 

*See: “Libraries and Social Problems.” A.L.A. 


a member of the Adult Education Board, 
R. Russell Munn, showed that toward the 
end of 1940 few libraries were increasing 
expenditures or service in the direction 
of social education, that a portion admit- 
ted its importance, reported some unso- 
licited increase in demands in these fields, 
and indicated that a big potential job 
awaited doing in their communities if 
they could but send out group workers or 
field agents. Expenditure and service to 
meet demands in books for industrial de- 
fense training had been increased in many 
cases, but not to any extent in the field 
of education for democracy. A few large 
libraries have set up in corridors or read- 
ing rooms special reading collections— 
books and pamphlets—on defense and de- 
mocracy topics with special publicity and 
special attendants on hand to assist read- 
ers. A number of libraries have also set 
up displays or prepared special lists of 
reading materials on democracy, but by 
and large there is little indication that 
they have come to consider popular edu- 
cation their primary job nor the creation 
of a rational, humane, peaceful, and efh- 
cient social order as the primary job of 
education. In this last respect they share 
the shortcomings of institutionalism with 
the schools, the universities, the church, 
and most other man-made organizations 
dedicated to enlightenment. 

2. Greater cooperation with all agen- 
cies, groups, and institutions in the com- 


Bulletin 35:290-94, May, 1941. Also “Public Library 
Resources for Industrial Training.” A.L.A. Bulletin 
35:211-15, Apr. 1941; and “‘The Responsibility of 
the School Library in Industrial Training.” A.L.A. 
Bulletin 35:133-38, Mar. 1941. 
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munity working for a better society and 
more understanding of democracy. The 
idea of community councils involving all 
local interest groups to meet in open demo- 
cratic fashion to discuss, plan, and act on 
the improvement of life in the commun- 
ity is spreading rapidly. This movement 
promises to be one of the most effective 
training grounds for real democracy. In 
a few places librarians and the library 
have participated. Because of its non- 
partisan, “neutral,”’ nonsuspect character, 
the library oftentimes is an appropriate 
agency around which a council can begin 
to form. To catalyze this process, the 
board’s chairman and headquarters special- 
ist prepared an article* to serve as a guide 
to what a community council is, what it 
is for, how it can be organized, and to 
specifically suggest what the library’s part 
is. A list of selected references appended 
gives the librarian hints on reading materi- 
als to put in the hands of potential local 
leaders. This article has been reprinted 
for wide distribution within and without 
the profession. 

Striking also in the direction of com- 
munity cooperation is the forward-looking 
challenge of President Brown, proposed 
in his presidential address® at the Boston 
Conference. He asks that during the com- 
ing year the whole A.L.A. focus attention 
on what the library can do to correct the 
situation existing in most local commu- 
nities, where the several educational insti- 
tutions and groups—schools, colleges, 
libraries, parent associations, League of 
Women Voters, etc.—each goes its sep- 
arate way largely unconcerned with the 
educational objectives of the others and 


*Chancellor, John, and Farquhar, Alice. ‘‘Root 
Systems for a New Democracy.” A.L.A. Bulletin 
35:435-42, July, 1941. Free reprint available. 

5 Brown, Charles H. ‘Educational Isolationism 
and the Library.” A.L.A. Bulletin 35:405-09, July, 
1941. 


forgetful of what should be the primary 
and common aim of all—the best and 
most effective total community program 
of “continuing education for every Ameri- 
can citizen.” To facilitate the study of 
the problem, the president has appointed a 
special Committee on Educational Rela- 
tionships, under the chairmanship of a 
member of the Adult Education Board, 
Leslie E. Brown. 

The A.L.A. has in other ways partici- 
pated in movements to promote local 
community coordination to strengthen 
democratic processes at the grass roots. 
Frank L. Tolman was its official repre- 
sentative and participant at the Clinic on 
American Self-Government, sponsored by 
the National Municipal League at Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, late in 1940. The 
board’s headquarters specialist was on the 
steering committee of an informal discus- 
sion conference on coordinating commu- 
nity councils which met in Chicago, 
November 30, 1940, with representation 
of thirty-five national organizations in the 
fields of education, social service, religion, 
and civic betterment. 

3. Reaching beyond library walls. The 
board has continuously and in many ways 
stressed the importance of going out to the 
50 to 70 per cent of the local population, 
who are nonusers of the library and who 
now make our vital civic and social deci- 
sions largely without benefit of the more 
trustworthy, unbiased types of print and 
communication of knowledge. The im- 
portance of field workers, full or part 
time, on the library staff is slowly being 
recognized in some libraries. The most 


distinct achievement in this respect during 
the year is the creation of an office of 
adult education in the Cleveland Public 
Library under the direction of a board 
member, R. Russell Munn, to which is 
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attached three field workers, one to labor 
and allied groups, another to foreign born, 
social service, and religious groups, and a 
third to public and evening school adult 
classes. ‘The work of this office is func- 
tional, working not as a separate depart- 
ment of adult education with a separate 
staff and book collection, but through all 
existing service departments—branches, 
subject divisions, readers advisory office, 
etc., to coordinate and infuse adult educa- 
tion service throughout the whole sys- 
tem. 

The board has prepared texts of a num- 
ber of posters for use by libraries in bring- 
ing to nonuser groups some conception of 
the specific help libraries can give in pro- 
viding informal education and helpful 
understanding on some of the everyday 
problems of life common to most people. 
Another series is designed to encourage 
use of the library in understanding the 
social, civic, and political problems vital 
to the development of a stable democracy. 
Negotiations to publish these are under 
way. 

It has also continued to aid the library 
in extending greater service to one of the 
largest of these nonuser groups—labor. 
Under the auspices of the Adult Educa- 
tion Round Table, small discussion meet- 
ings of librarians and leaders in workers 
education were held at both the Cincin- 
nati and Boston conferences. It hopes to 
publish in collaboration with the American 
Labor Education Service in the near fu- 
ture a list of “Suggestions for a Trade 
Union Library,” a list intending to help the 
union wishing to establish a small founda- 
tion collection touching the fields of most 
practical concern to labor, and a list equally 
useful to the public library wanting to 
serve labor more effectively. Negotiation 
is also under way to publish in the near 
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future the results of one or more surveys 
of the extent and character of library serv- 
ice to workers. 

4. A frank look at the available and 
needed materials for adult civic education. 
Any such discussion of civic education for 
the masses promptly reveals the inade- 
quacy of the materials traditionally used 
by the library. For this job the book is 
often ill-adapted for reasons of length, 
difficulty, and appeal. The leaflet, pam- 
phlet, magazine, and newspaper also have 
shortcomings. The various audio-visual 
aids to learning have potentialities, es- 
pecially as supplements and auxiliaries to 
print. But the deficiencies of all these me- 
dia reside, perhaps not so much in their 
physical character as in their approach 
and the lack of conscious direction of their 
appeal to the particular people and needs 
in question. ‘The board’s headquarters 
assistant accordingly raised these and simi- 
lar questions with a selected group of in- 
terested librarians and educators in a 
mimeographed letter dated July 19, 1940. 
The replies revealed that this whole sub- 
ject of “communications” has reached 
hardly more than a state of awareness, 
much less of solution. 

The problem has also become of keen 
interest to social and political scientists 
who see in the public opinion polls a new 
tool of great value to democratic govern- 
ment, if the knowledge necessary to the 
formation of balanced judgments can be 
harnessed with reliable, nonpropagandistic, 
rapid means of communication to the 
citizens. An institute, at which leading 
social scientists discussed communications, 
was presented by the Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago in 
August, 1941. The lectures again re- 
vealed the infancy of the new science as 
regards the techniques of opinion polling 
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and of means for making government more 
sensitive and respectful of the opinions of 
the less articulate masses, and especially as 
regards feasible ways of communicating 
dependable, pertinent, and nonpropagan- 
distic knowledge quickly and intelligibly 
to the masses. 


Carrying this interest farther, the 
headquarters assistant has for several 
months been preparing a manuscript 


which attempts to analyze and identify 
some of the weaknesses of various popular 
forms of print, of radio, and of popular 
motion pictures from the point of view of 
education in certain social concepts which 
now seem indispensable to a successful 
democracy. ‘There has been some especial 
attention to pamphlets in all the “democ- 
racy” lists sponsored by the board, and it 
again secured the services of the librarian 
of the pamphlet room of the Indianapolis 
Public Library for the publication in the 
Booklist of March 15, 1940 of a selected 
list of the current pamphlets bearing on 
the various aspects of democracy. The 
headquarters assistant served as chairman 
of a committee of librarians to select a 
kit of pamphlets to be used by field repre- 
sentatives of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in a program to stimulate 
discussion and reading on problems of 
democracy. 

The board’s Subcommittee on Readable 
Books and many individual libraries have 
continued to aid the Readability Labora- 
tory of Columbia University in its investi- 
gations. Two meetings were held at the 
Boston Conference and several articles 
were run in library periodicals to help 
acquaint librarians with progress in this 
field. While it is too soon to make 
any definite statement, it can be said that 
these investigations have tended to dismiss 
the concepts once tentatively held of read- 


ability as a fixed, measurable quantity 
and to have now achieved techniques of 
book evaluation which describe the com- 
prehensibility of a book in terms of cer- 
tain types of reader for whom it is most 
suited. ‘These techniques are approaching 
a basis sufficiently practical that it now 
seems that library book selection, and read- 
ers advisory service, and in fact the whole 
adult education program of the library, 
will be enabled to move out of the realm 
of guess work, hypothesis, and personal 
opinion into that of tangible and predict- 
able educational procedure. 

Similarly there has been close coopera- 
tion between some board members and 
the headquarters assistant with the Joint 
Committee on Film Forums, which is 
helping a number of libraries to experi- 
ment in combining the visual approach, 
discussion, and reading into a full-rounded 
educational experience by showing educa- 
tional films on unemployment, housing, 
youth problems, foreign affairs, etc., in 
libraries followed by general discussion 
under the leadership of a librarian who 
injects reading suggestions. 

5. Greater use in connection with read- 
ing of a basic tool in democracy—discus- 
sion. From the information available, it 
seems that a library here and there occa- 
sionally sponsors or houses a discussion 
group, but the practice is anything but 
common. The main obstacle seems to be 
personnel—most librarians feel themselves 
incapable of leading discussion. They are 
furthermore pressed by regular duties and 
demands, and believe they lack the time 
to do it themselves or the funds to hire 
some qualified person to undertake group 
work and discussion leadership for the li- 
brary. 


The film forum experiment men- 
tioned above may serve to help libraries 
discover they have unexpected staff talent 
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and time for this important supplement to 
reading. The board has published during 
the year one article® stressing the impor- 
tance of discussion in a democracy. 

6. Library emphasis on three subject 
areas: (a) tolerance, free speech, and 
other civil liberties in which casualties are 
usually heavy in periods of war hysteria; 
(b) planning for a new and more rational 
international order; and (c) social and 
economic as well as political democracy. 
Special lists and special articles prepared 
by board members or under board sponsor- 
ship definitely reflect these emphases. 
Seven lists were published in the Booklist 
or as special supplements mainly as selec- 
tion aids to librarians and adult education 
leaders who wanted to strengthen the book 
collection in these subjects, prepare smaller 
lists for distribution to patrons, or gather 
materials for special displays or publicity: 
Our American Democracy (Alice Far- 
quhar); Dangers to Democracy (titles 
suggested by fifteen libraries under four- 
teen headings emphasizing the dangers in- 
herent in our own social order as well as 
dangers from without); Our American 
Way of Life (Alice Farquhar, emphasiz- 
ing concepts inherited from our founding 
fathers); 4 New World Order (Fern 
Long); Witch-Hunting; Some Printed 
Aids to Tolerance (Fern Long, Alma 
Schultz, and Amy Winslow) ; Civil Lib- 
erties and Democracy (Margaret Ful- 
mer); The American Spirit in Fiction 
(Annie L. Etchison, illustrating the sim- 
ple moral strengths of pioneer types which 
steady people in time of crisis). An eighth 
list on ‘Economic Democracy” (Mar- 
garet Willis) will be published in the Oc- 
tober 15 issue. Each of these lists was 

® Bowen, E. R. “Discussion Groups—The Funda- 


mental Form of Cooperative Education.” A.L.A. 
Bulletin 35:72-77, 124, Feb. 1941. 


also available as a separate pamphlet or 
folder and was widely distributed within 
and without the profession. The board 
chairman, Miss Farquhar, spoke on “Li- 
braries and Democracy” before the Coun- 
cil at the midwinter meeting and her 
address was reprinted in several national 
and state library periodicals. The 4.L.4. 
Bulletin has published in three issues arti- 
cles’ by the headquarters assistant contain- 
ing suggestions of contributions which 
libraries can make in the crisis. 


MIscCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 


Progress has been made on three im- 
portant projected publications, and it is 
hoped that all will be issued during the 
coming year: (1) A reading course on 
psychology, an experiment in a new type 
of library reading course which, if suc- 
cessful, will become the basis of a new 
series of A.L.A. reading courses; (2) A 
manual of practice in library service to 
parents based on the experience of a num- 
ber of libraries; and (3) A blueprint of 
a community center for informal educa- 
tion, similar in its main outline to a li- 
brary, but coordinating all useful materi- 
als (printed, audio-visual, etc.) and all 
appropriate methods (solitary study, guid- 
ance and counselling, discussion, lectures, 
visual demonstrations and displays, study 
clubs, etc.). The headquarters assistant 
has also given a good deal of time to the 
work of the Committee on Educational 
Films in Libraries, which will issue an 
important study and guide on the subject 
in the near future by Gerald D. Me- 
Donald. 


Various board members and the assis- 


™Chancellor, John. “The Job as I See It.” 
A.L.A. Bulletin 34:434-96, 486, Sept. 1, 1940. 

—— “For a Free and Enlightened People,” parts 
I and II. A.L.A. Bulletin 35:197-204, 274, 282-89, 
Apr. and May, 1941. 
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tant have participated in the programs of 
many meetings during the year: library 
institutes, national, regional, and _ state 
meetings of librarians and of adult educa- 
tion workers, conferences on educational 
radio, educational films, community or- 
ganization, etc., local conferences on 
community councils, and lectures and dis- 
cussions in library schools. 


THE FUTURE 


There are many opportunities awaiting 
the attention of libraries and the Adult 
Eduation Board in the immediate future. 

What more can libraries do to safe- 
guard the basic tenets of American de- 
mocracy in the period of war hysteria 
which threatens on the horizon increas- 
ingly each day? What can librarians do 
to protect our basic civil liberties as they 
relate to print, the freedom of discussion, 
etc.? Can we broadcast and apply more 
effectively the principles of democracy as 
laid down in our classic early documents? 
Can we contribute more to sanity, toler- 
ance, cooperation, world-wide humani- 
tarianism, and to dissolving the confusion, 
perplexity, and despondency of the plain 
people who are the foundations of the 
nation? And especially, can we begin to 
gather materials and stimulate reading 
and discussion on the problem of prob- 
lems—reconstruction after the war? 
There will be no shortage of people who 
will prosecute the physical and destructive 
aspects of defense. It would seem to be 
the more difficult and less glorious job of 
educators, including librarians, to salvage 
and rebuild the spiritual and intellectual 
commonwealth. The library, as a servant 
of all individuals and groups, has a unique 
opportunity to break down separatism, to 
bring together strangers in a community, 
and unite them in a common effort to- 
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wards action. 

More specifically, during the coming 
year, can we push toward some of the fol- 
lowing things: (1) The improvement of 
the means and materials for communi- 
cating knowledge to the great mass of non- 
reading citizens that they may form sound 
opinions. (2) The creation of oppor- 
tunity to help all people become more 
articulate, active, and respected partici- 
pants in government, local and national; 
involved in this is the job of helping 
people to discriminate in a world of rival 
propagandas. (3) The strengthening of 
democracy on the local community level 
by the stimulation of more group discus- 
sion, group reading, film forums, com- 
munity councils (as described earlier), 
cooperative youth 
councils, etc., and by greater information 
and auxiliary service of all kinds to civic 
groups concerned with betterment of local 
living conditions (housing, unemployment, 
etc.). (4) The strengthening of an even 
more basic element in the democratic fab- 
ric—the family. We are just becoming 
conscious of the need to apply a wide 
range of sciences and arts to revitalize the 
family as a basic social unit in an urban- 
ized and industrialized world. The li- 
brary can be of distinct help here. (5) 
A more determined and genuine attempt 
on the part of libraries to bring the bene- 
fits of reliable print to two of the largest 
and most important sections of our citi- 
zenry—labor and rural dwellers. (6) 
And finally, there are two important jobs 
of remodelling on our own library-adult 
education structure to which we should 
try to give some attention along with these 
concerns over the needy world at our 
doors: (a) Making the branch library a 
more important unit in the adult educa- 
tion program (promising experiments are 


more enlightened civic 


consumers societies, 
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already under way in Chicago and Cleve- 
land), and (b) Restudying readers ad- 
visory service in the light of nearly 
eighteen years’ experience and the promis- 
ing findings of the Readability Laboratory 
in the hope that it can be redesigned to doa 
greater job in respect to both educational 
quality and quantity. 

Most of these things the librarian can 
best undertake in some degree of collab- 
oration with the many other workers in 
the adult education field. Adult educa- 
tion, like many things today, is at a cross- 
roads ; it must lead or be led, it must begin 


to play a more vital and less uncertain, 
incidental, and diffused role in the affairs 
of daily life. The librarians are a part 
of adult education and should feel this 
responsibility along with others to help it 
play an effective part in a new and better 
world that must come. 

Avice M. FarQuHar, Chairman 

Lestice E. Brown 

MARGARET FULMER 

R. RussELL MuNN 

ERNESTINE ROSE 

JoHN CHANCELLOR, 

Adult Education Specialist 
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Staff Welfare in a Period of 


Emergency 


The fourth annual report of the Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, 
for the period ending July 31, 1941. 


I* A national emergency it is essential 
that libraries as well as business and 
industry give more than usual considera- 
tion to staff welfare and working condi- 
tions as a means of keeping morale as well 
as production at a very high level. 

The provision libraries have made for 
the employees who were drafted, the ad- 
justments which have been arranged to 
enable others to leave almost at a moment’s 
notice to participate in defense industries 
and activities, the efforts made to ensure 
that greater pressure of work is met by 
more rotation of work and not longer 
hours at the desk, the maintenance of sal- 
ary schedules particularly with the grant- 
ing of increments in these days of higher 
costs of living, the filling of positions in 
all services as soon as possible after the 
vacancies occur; all these and similar per- 
sonnel matters affecting the welfare of the 
staff have been the concern of the board 
during the period covered by this report. 

The board’s reaction to the relationship 
of libraries to those drafted and to the na- 
tional defense program was brought out 
in “Libraries and the Draft,” “Library 
Service in the Navy and the Army,” and 
“Library Personnel and the National De- 
fense Program” in the 4.L.d. Bulletin 
34:714, Dec. 1940; 35:149-53, Mar. 
1941; and 35:216-20, Apr. 1941, respec- 
tively. 

TENURE 

Tenure—another major concern of the 


board—has been studied. Some progress 


can be reported on the project to prepare 
principles of tenure and procedures for 
handling tenure cases. 

Only one case, that in New Rochelle, 
has been considered by the board this year. 
Although no formal investigation resulted, 
the board kept in close touch with de- 
velopments through the members of the 
committee of the New York Library As- 
sociation which was also working on the 
case, Mrs. Aubrey Hill Graham, and 
others. At the Boston Conference, a let- 
ter was prepared and was later sent to the 
library board, with copies to the board of 
education of New Rochelle and the New 
Rochelle newspaper, urging the library 
board appoint as successor to Mrs. Graham 
an administrator who had adequate pro- 
fessional education. 

FUNCTIONS 

At the Kansas City Conference work 
was begun on a restatement of board func- 
tions to describe more accurately the scope 
of work. The project was temporarily 
discontinued until the Third Activities 
Committee had made its report. This year 
the statement was completed and the func- 
tions defined by the board were presented 
by the Committee on Boards and Com- 
mittees to A.L.A. Council which adopted 
them at its meeting on June 24. 


EMPLOYMENT 


The factual information and certain 


pertinent data on unemployment and sal- 
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aries of librarians were reported to A.L.A. 
Council at the Midwinter Conference in 
1939. (See 4.L.A. Bulletin 34:38, Jan. 
1940, and 34:140-41, Feb. 1940.) How- 
ever, it seemed to the board that sufficient 
emphasis had not been given to certain 
trends which affect those already in the 
profession and those planning to enter it, 
therefore, “What Price Experience” by 
Amy Winslow appeared in the 4.L.A. 
Bulletin 34:676, 734, Dec. 1940. 


CLASSIFICATION AND PAY PLANS FOR 
INDIVIDUAL LIBRARIES 


Librarians, especially those in suburban 
communities and in sections of the coun- 
try where living costs are higher than the 
national average, have questioned how they 
can best use Classification and Pay Plans 
for Municipal Public Libraries, particu- 
larly the minimum salary schedules. Ina 
statement in the 4.L.A4. Bulletin 35 :322- 
23, May, 1941, the board explained how 
this publication should be used by libraries 
which are developing their own plans to 
fit their specific situations. 


STATISTICS 


The board jointly sponsored with the 
Committee on Library Administration and 
the Board on Library Service to Children 
and Young People the eight groups of sta- 
tistical tables appearing in the February 
and April, 1941 A.L.A. Bulletins. The 
three introductory articles to the tables 
were also prepared under board sponsor- 
ship—‘‘Analyzing College and University 
Library Figures” by John S. Richards, 
“School Library Statistics, 1939-40” by 
Dorothy Schumacher, and “Standards and 
Statistics” by Amy Winslow and Hazel B. 
Timmerman. (See 4.L.A4. Bulletin 35: 
95-98, Feb. 1941, 35:99-101, Feb. 1941, 
and 35:237-43, Apr. 1941.) 
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CLASSIFICATION AND PAY PLANS FOR 
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


The Subcommittee on Budgets, Com- 
pensation, and Schemes of Service first ap- 
pointed in 1939 has continued its project 
of developing classification and pay plans 
for institutions of higher education. The 
personnel of the subcommittee includes 
Louis Shores, director, George Peabody 
College for Teachers Library School, 
Nashville, Tenn., chairman; Mary Vick 
Burney, librarian, University of Tennessee 
Junior College Library, Martin; John S. 
Richards, associate librarian, University of 
Washington Library, Seattle; Fremont 
Rider, librarian, Wesleyan University Li- 
brary, Middletown, Conn.; and Eugene 
Wilson, assistant librarian, Iowa State 
College Library, Ames. The members of 
the board working with the subcommittee 
on the project are Miss Ludington, Miss 
Witmer, Mr. Dunbar, and Mr. Rice. 

In order to obtain the opinion of edu- 
cators as well as librarians on the desirable 
weights which should be given to the four 
sections of the score card, thirty-six col- 
lege presidents were invited to cooperate in 
furnishing their reactions. 

During the Midwinter Conference the 
subcommittee, which is also a committee 
of the Association of College and Refer- 
ence Libraries, made a progress report to 
the board of directors of the A.C.R.L. and 
Mr. Shores discussed the project briefly at 
a general session of that division. The di- 
rectors voted to broaden the scope of the 
project so that such items as building and 
qualitative appraisal of the book collection 
could be included in the score card. 

At Boston a group of librarians and edu- 
cators were invited to a meeting to obtain 
suggestions on certain problems relating 
to the project as a whole. In addition, two 
sessions were devoted to consideration of 
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the building section of the score card with 
the members of the Subcommittee on Col- 
lege and University Library Buildings of 
the Library Architecture and Building 
Planning Committee. 

A project of such magnitude cannot be 
carried forward without work meetings as 
well as much correspondence and work by 
each individual member between meetings. 
Work meetings included a two-day meet- 
ing in November in New York City, three 
sessions during and one full day after the 
Midwinter Conference, and three sessions 
during and two full days following the 
Boston Conference. 

As a result of these deliberations the 
score card was greatly revised, the section 
on classes of libraries was altered con- 
siderably, and three new sections were 
drafted tentatively—(1) Classes of de- 
partments, (2) Standards of education, 
experience, and pay for positions in the 
professional and clerical services, and (3) 
Personnel specifications for positions in the 
professional and clerical services. The 
second draft will be sent to librarians and 
educators for criticism in September, 1941. 

An article “Evaluating Library Service 
to Higher Education” by Louis Shores on 
the progress of the project to the time of 
the Midwinter Conference appears in Col- 
lege and Research Libraries 2 :211-15, 236, 
June, 1941. 

The problem of including libraries of 
professional schools has been particularly 
dificult. In order to obtain some factual 
information on which to base decisions, 
several types of professional schools have 
been or will be asked to cooperate by fur- 
nishing statistical data and by making job 
analyses. The American Association of 
Law Libraries, which has a committee at 
work on classification plans for law li- 
braries, has already cooperated with the 


subcommittee in this undertaking with the 
result that seventeen law libraries made 
job analyses of the positions in the li- 
braries and furnished other pertinent data. 


Civit SERVICE 


In December, 1940, the board appointed 
a Subcommittee on Civil Service to care 
for civil service relations. “The members 
of this subcommittee are Leo R. Etzkorn, 
librarian, Paterson, N.J., Free Public Li- 
brary, chairman; Nathan R. Levin, assist- 
ant librarian, Chicago Public Library, 
vice chairman; Isabel DuBois, director of 
libraries, Bureau of Navigation, Navy De- 
partment, Washington, D.C.; Pearl I. 
Field, librarian, Henry E. Legler Re- 
gional Branch, Chicago Public Library; 
Herbert Goldhor, research assistant, 
Graduate Library School, University of 
Chicago; Eleanor Hitt, assistant librarian, 
California State Library, Sacramento; 
Mrs. Eva M. Landis, librarian, Wauke- 
sha, Wis., Public Library; Ruth H. 
Shapiro, head, department of group serv- 
ice, Milwaukee Public Library; and 
Grinton I. Will, librarian, Yonkers, N.Y., 
Public Library. 

The Civil Service Assembly of the 
United States and Canada was invited to 
appoint a consultant for the subcommittee 
as it was felt that the viewpoint of a civil 
service representative was essential on cer- 
tain matters. Rolland D. Severy and 
Jeremiah J. Donovan acted in this capac- 
ity. 

An open meeting of the subcommittee 
was held during the Midwinter Confer- 
ence and business meetings during the 
midwinter and annual conferences. In ad- 
dition, the Chicago area group of the sub- 
committee had four meetings in the late 
winter and spring. 

A questionnaire requesting data on per- 
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sonnel procedures in libraries under civil 
service was sent to all libraries known to 
be under civil service and to a few other 
libraries as well, approximately two hun- 
dred libraries in all. 

A note was placed in the 4.L.A4. Bul- 
letin 35:323, May, 1941, requesting all 
libraries under civil service to report that 
fact. The directors of the state library 
extension agencies were also asked to sup- 
plement the list of the subcommittee by 
reporting additional libraries under civil 
service. 

A booklet which will bring together 
pertinent information on libraries and their 
relations to civil service is planned and 
should be ready for distribution in the 
near future. 


ORGANIZATION AND PERSONNEL 
PROCEDURE 


The Subcommittee on Schemes of Serv- 
ice, of which Amy Winslow was chairman, 
issued “Organization and Personnel Pro- 
cedure of the Library—A 
Suggested Plan” in August, 1940, and 
distributed approximately six hundred 
copies gratis during September and Octo- 
ber. This statement of personnel pro- 
cedures brings out those broader aspects of 
personnel management which should be 
clearly stated by the governing authority 
and the administrator of any library or- 
ganization and which should, likewise, be 
clearly understood by every employee in 
the institution. 

This publication was so well received 
that the supply of free copies was soon ex- 
hausted and it was rerun for sale in the 
late fall. 

The article “A ‘Model’ Scheme of 
Service” by Amy Winslow reviewed the 
publication in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 34 :637- 
39, Oct. 1940. 


SERVICE RATINGS 


As efficiency is one of the primary fac- 
tors determining the promotion, demotion, 
transfer, and dismissal of staff members, 
the board is of the opinion that service rat- 
ings should be used more generally in li- 
braries and that a “model” service rating 
form for libraries should be available. 

As a first step to this end, the thirty- 
one libraries known to use service ratings 
were asked to furnish the forms in use. 
This material was turned over to the Sub- 
committee on Service Ratings appointed 
by the board in November, 1940, to draw 
up model service rating plans for the vari- 
ous positions in libraries. 

The board again appointed a regional 
subcommittee for this work because it was 
felt that a local group which could meet 
easily could accomplish much more than a 
widely scattered group. The Baltimore 
area was chosen and Francis R. St. John, 
who had already devoted some study to 
service ratings, was invited to serve as 
chairman. The other members of the 
subcommittee included Maria C. Brace, 
Helen M. Clark, Frances Cobb, Jane A. 
Darrah, Paul Howard, and Beta K. 
Manakee, all of the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, and Eleanor W. Falley and Anna 
L. Glantz of Goucher College Library. 
The executive assistant of the board, while 
in the east on board business in November, 
stopped in Baltimore to discuss the project 
with Mr. St. John. 

This subcommittee by means of month- 
ly, bimonthly, and finally weekly meetings 
developed a tentative model service rating 
form by June. At the Boston Conference 
the subcommittee and the board and a few 
invited individuals discussed the form 
which will be sent for further criticism 


and suggestion to selected libraries in the 
early fall, 
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The subcommittee has as yet written no 
articles on its project; however, Mr. St. 
John’s article “Rating a Staff for Pro- 
motion and Demotion” in the 4.L.d. 
Bulletin 34:682-87, 733, Dec. 1940, pre- 
sents interesting reasons for the adoption 
of service ratings in libraries and business 
and describes the various types in use. 


MEETINGS 


In addition to the meetings of the sub- 
committees already mentioned, business 
meetings of the board were held in con- 
nection with the annual and midwinter 
conferences and in November at the time 
of the meeting of the Subcommittee on 
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Budgets, Compensation, and Schemes of 
Service. 


BoarpD MEMBERSHIP 


Flora B. Ludington was elected and 
served as chairman for the year. Eleanor 
M. Witmer was appointed by the Execu- 
tive Board for a five-year term to succeed 
Leo R. Etzkorn. 

Fiora B. Lupincton, Chairman 

RALPH M. DUNBAR 

Paut NortH RICE 

Amy WINsLOw 

ELEANOR M. WITMER 

Haze B. TImMMERMAN, 
Executive Assistant 














Resources of American Libraries 


The fourth annual report of the A.L.A. Board on Resources of American 
Libraries for the period ending July 31, 1941. 


HE board still has in progress two 

major projects begun during the 
year: a study of regional union catalogs in 
the United States and a survey of New 
York City library resources for research. 
Both are financed by grants from the 
Carnegie Corporation. 

Field work on the union catalog study 
is divided among four persons, and, in 
addition, the chairman of the board is 
acting as director and editor. Arthur B. 
Berthold of the Philadelphia Union Cata- 
log is responsible for two divisions of the 
work 





a practical manual for union 
catalog compilation and administration 
and a thorough directory of existing union 
catalogs. The directory will show what 
libraries are represented in each catalog 
and the subject fields most strongly cov- 
ered. John Paul Stone of the California 
State College at San Diego is continuing 
the investigation he has had in process 
for the past several years on the actual 
and potential uses of union catalogs. The 
director of the National Union Catalog 
in the Library of Congress, George A. 
Schwegmann, Jr., is preparing an exhaus- 
tive report on that great bibliographical 
tool, dealing with its history, general com- 
position, extent of coverage, special prob- 
lems, and other pertinent aspects. The 
fourth contributor, LeRoy C. Merritt, who 
is spending an entire year in the study of a 
variety of phases, including the number of 
titles to be found in American libraries, 
foreign books not in the United States, 
financial support of union catalogs, region- 
alism, and other questions not specifically 
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dealt with by the other three contributors. 
Among them, Messrs. Berthold, Merritt, 
and Stone have visited virtually every 
union catalog in the United States, large 
or small, and their work is therefore based 
on firsthand information. It is expected 
that the union catalog study will be com- 
pleted by August, 1941, and that a volume 
will be issued by the American Library 
Association in the fall of 1941, presenting 
the results. 

The survey of New York City libraries 
is also based upon firsthand study, in which 
most of the city’s libraries have been 
visited. The five boroughs—Manhattan, 
Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx, and Richmond 
—are comprised in the project. A high 
degree of cooperation has been received 
from every type of library in the area, and 
in numerous instances the librarians have 
spent substantial periods preparing com- 
prehensive statements on their facilities. 
The division on medical libraries is being 
written by Thomas P. Fleming and on 
law libraries by Alfred B. Lindsay and 
Fred B. Rothman. Other specialists are 
being consulted on materials within their 
fields. Over three hundred libraries will 
be included in the final report. This work 
likewise is scheduled for A.L.A. publica- 
tion, probably early in 1942. 

The second annual report on notable 
acquisitions to American libraries, cover- 
ing the period July 1, 1939 to June 30, 
1940, was completed and was published in 
the Library Quarterly for July, 1941. 
From the point of view of accessions, the 
year was outstanding in many respects, 
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for the libraries of the country were en- 
riched by numerous valuable collections. 

In May, 1941, with the support of the 
Carnegie Corporation, the board called 
a conference on library specialization. 
This conference, held in New York City, 
brought together about thirty-five librari- 
ans of large university and reference li- 
braries and several university graduate 
school deans from Eastern and Midwestern 
institutions. For two days the members 
discussed such problems as the need for 
specialization on the research level; what 
information we now have or need on re- 
sources for research in American libraries; 
existing agreements for specialization in 
various areas of the country; some practi- 
cal difficulties in the way of agreements; 
the possible scope of a plan for specializa- 
tion (a limited number of subject fields, 
a limited number of libraries, or experi- 
ment in a restricted area) ; regional con- 
siderations; the place of microfilm and 
the central storage warehouse idea in the 
program; the proper agency for directing a 
national plan for library specialization; 
and the relation of any program of spe- 
cialization to national defense. At the 
conclusion of the conference several resolu- 
tions were adopted, among them the fol- 
lowing: 

“We believe that the fullest develop- 
ment, as rapidly as possible, of the national 
Union Catalog in the Library of Congress 
is of primary importance to research of all 
kinds. 

“We urge that active steps be taken to 
ascertain the feasibility of publication in 
book form of the author catalog of the 
Library of Congress. 

“We suggest to the A.L.A. Committee 
on Photographic Reproduction that it 
study and report on the geographical dis- 


tribution of apparatus adequate for the 
reproduction of research materials. 

“We recommend that the Board on 
Resources of the American Library Asso- 
ciation communicate to the Association of 
American Universities our conviction that 
the development of adequate library ma- 
terials in America requires agreements on 
specialization in book acquisitions by the 
institutions of higher education. This 
group believes that the need of library de- 
velopment can not be divorced from the 
broader questions of educational policy. 
We therefore suggest that the Association 
of American Universities give considera- 
tion to the problem of specialization. 

“We believe that the Board on Re- 
sources should continue and publish its 
studies on specialization in libraries. We 
believe that the forthcoming report on 
union catalogs might well be followed by 
a study based primarily on specialization 
in the libraries constituting the member- 
ship of the Association of Research Li- 
braries. 

“We welcome the establishment of the 
Experimental Division of Library Coop- 
eration in the Library of Congress, and 
we believe that this agency will be of 
marked assistance in the development of a 
program of cooperation among American 
libraries.” 

The proceedings of the conference in 
edited form will be published shortly by 
the A.L.A. The board believes the con- 
ference may lead to extremely important 
developments in cooperation in the research 
library field. 

Studies of library resources are increas- 
ing in number and importance. Among 
those which came to the board’s attention 
in the course of the year were these: com- 
pletion of Brown’s Guide to the Reference 
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Collections of the New York Public Li- 
brary, in process since 1935; the Bibli- 
ographical Planning Committee of Phila- 
delphia’s Philadelphia Libraries and Their 
Holdings; the Joint Committee on Li- 
brary Research Facilities for National 
Emergency’s Guide to Library Facilities 
for National Defense; U.S. National Ar- 
chives’ Guide to the Material in the Na- 
tional Archives; the new edition, on a 
comprehensive scale, of the Special Li- 
braries Association’s directory issued under 
the title Resources of Special Libraries. 
All of these are published or in process of 
publication. In addition, several other 
surveys for regions or for individual li- 
braries may soon reach publication stage. 

There are three regional subcommittees 
of the board. The Los Angeles Subcom- 
mittee has spent the year planning two 
projects, a survey of library resources in 
the Pacific Southwest, and, on the basis of 
the survey, establishment of a regional 
union catalog. The Subcommittee for the 
South has continued to collect data on 
current acquisitions and plans to issue a 
report supplementing and bringing up to 
date the 1938 survey, Resources of South- 
ern Libraries. The Pacific Northwest 


Subcommittee has given its attention en- 
tirely to the development of the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association’s Bibli- 
ographic Center. ‘The photographing of 
sixteen library catalogs for a regional 
union catalog has been completed and ap- 
proximately the same number remain to 
be filmed. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
Pacific Northwest were: Charles W. 
Smith, chairman, M. Winnifred Feighner, 
W. Kaye Lamb, Lucy M. Lewis, and 
Mary Belle Sweet. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
Los Angeles Region were: Willis H. Kerr, 
chairman, Leslie E. Bliss, Frances Christe- 
son, Robert G. Cleland, John E. Goodwin, 
Roland Hussey, and Fulmer Mood. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
South were: Robert J. Usher, chairman, 
Olan V. Cook, Joseph S. Ibbotson, A. F. 
Kuhlman, James A. McMillen, Foster E. 
Mohrhardt, Earl Gregg Swem, and Wil- 
liam F. Yust. 

Rogert BINGHAM Downs, Chairman 

WILLIAM WarNER BIsHoP 

JuLian P. Boyp 

JoHN VAN MALE 

ALTHEA H. WarREN 
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Toward a Coordinated Program 


A summary report of the Board on Library Service to Children and 
Young People, 1932-1941. 


HE Board on Library Service to 

Children and Young People was 
brought into existence by the American 
Library Association Executive Board in 
1932. This action was in response to a 
long-felt need for a single board to repre- 
sent the several phases of library service 
to youth of all ages. 

The initial task before that board was 
the development of a plan for representa- 
tion at A.L.A. Headquarters of the field 
of school and public library work with 
children and young people. It was De- 
cember, 1935 before means for carrying 
out the plans were available and the 
School and Children’s Library Division 
under the able leadership of Jessie Gay 
Van Cleve was established at the A.L.A. 
ofice. Beginning with two _ half-time 
people as its entire professional staff, the 
division staff later, on Miss Van Cleve’s 
resignation, became one full-time person, 
the present board secretary. 

In June, 1941 the Section for Library 
Work with Children, the School Libraries 
Section, and the Young People’s Reading 
Round Table were authorized by the 
A.L.A. Council to join together in a 
Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People. In the light of that action 
the Board on Library Service to Children 
and Young People at its June, 1941 meet- 
ing and again in this report recommends 
that it. be discharged by A.L.A. Council 
now that the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People has been set 
up, and its board of directors elected and 
charged by the A.L.A. Constitution with 
representation of its group in matters 


touching public library or school library 
service to children and young people. 

These are three important events 
in progress toward coordination and 
strengthening of library service for boys 
and girls in library programs and in 
school programs. 

It seems appropriate to look back over 
some of the developments in providing 
more widespread and more effective li- 
brary service for young people which have 
come during the nine years in which the 
board has been in existence. Since this 
report will in all probability be the final 
report of this board, emphasis will be 
given to those developments in which the 
board has been especially interested or 
with which its members or its secretary 
have had contact. 

Increased experience and facility in 
working together toward the common ob- 
jectives of library and other educational 
programs have been of great interest to 
the board. Growth has come in many 
communities in the reciprocal relations of 
public libraries with schools and other 
social agencies and of librarians with 
teachers and other youth leaders. There 
are a number of trends both within and 
outside the library field which have stim- 
ulated effort in the direction of better 
coordination. There have been many 
studies and conferences which have helped 
librarians and other workers with young 
people to gain a fuller understanding of 
boys and girls and of the interrelations of 
various institutions and agencies which 
affect them. 

Illustrative of such trends are the publi- 
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TOWARD A COORDINATED PROGRAM 


cations of the American Youth Commis- 
sion, the several Progressive Education 
Association commissions, the N.E.A. Edu- 
cational Policies Commission, the White 
House Conference on Children in a De- 
mocracy, the National Commission on 
Cooperative Curriculum Planning, the 
A.L.A. committee on a national plan for 
libraries, and the Joint Committee of the 


N.E.A. and A.L.A. 


RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 


These and other similar reports and 
conferences have been recognized by the 
Board on Library Service to Children and 
Young People as having significant impli- 
cations for library service to youth. From 
its inception and especially since the estab- 
lishment at A.L.A. Headquarters of the 
School and Children’s Library Division 
the board has endeavored to initiate or 
strengthen library contacts with national 
organizations or groups working on 
problems concerning children and youth. 
Through cooperation with such groups 
and as a result of the combined efforts of 
librarians in the field and of the members 
of the board and its secretary there have 
been a number of developments which 
have meant more satisfactory library in- 
tegration in certain situations than might 
otherwise have been possible. A few ex- 
amples since 1935 will illustrate. 

In the field of evaluation of the school’s 
educational program, the Cooperative 
Study of Secondary School Standards con- 
sulted A.L.A. Headquarters and librari- 
ans in the field in working out a plan for 
evaluating the school library as an integral 
part of the school. At the request of 
A.L.A. that section was reprinted to be 
more generally available, and its use as one 
means of measuring effectiveness was en- 
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couraged. The 1940 edition of Evalu- 
ative Criteria’ includes improvements in 
library evaluation material based on the 
trial use of the first edition. Early in 
1941 the board representative at head- 
quarters was invited by a regional accred- 
iting association committee which uses the 
Evaluative Criteria as a guide, to partici- 
pate in the evaluation of a large high 
school. The request was made to provide 
opportunity to study weaknesses in library 
parts of the criteria which might perhaps 
be eliminated when there is further re- 
vision. Through this cooperation it is 
hoped library experimentation with evalu- 
ation of certain types of library service 
may be possible to provide a basis for fur- 
ther improvement of the materials. 

In 1939 the National Commission on 
Cooperative Curriculum Planning invited 
the A.L.A. to join the commission, an 
organization of twenty national organiza- 
tions in the various subject fields repre- 
sented in schools. The commission plans 
to prepare a monograph which will de- 
scribe the contributions of the various sub- 
ject fields to general education. At the 
board request, a chapter on the school 
library in general education was pre- 
pared by an able school librarian and will 
be a part of the forthcoming commission 
publication. 

The Girl Scouts, Inc., have developed a 
new literature program? and the Boy 
Scouts of America have launched a new 
reading program.* Each organization has 
requested and welcomed suggestions in 
their planning and on both the national 
and local level have endeavored to coordi- 


1 Evaluative Criteria. Cooperative Study of Sec- 
ondary School Standards. Washington, D.C., 1940. 

2 Girl Scout Handbook for the Intermediate Pro- 
gram. Girl Scouts, Inc., New York, 1940. ‘“‘Litera- 
ture and Dramatics,” p. 370-430. 

3 The Reading Program, Boy Scouts of America. 
New York. 
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nate their programs with those of libra- 
ries. 

Librarians attended the White House 
Conference on Children in a Democracy 
held in 1940 and far-reaching library 
recommendations were included in the 
general report* of the conference. In 
addition, the National Citizens Committee 
of the White House Conference, the 
follow-up committee working toward the 
conference objectives, has encouraged in- 
clusion of librarians and library-minded 
citizens in local groups implementing the 
program. 

The eight year study made under the 
Progressive Association in 
thirty schools experimenting with secon- 
dary school education included in the lat- 
ter part of the study an effort to determine 
the influence of the changes in the teach- 
ing program on the library and its pro- 
vision of materials. Although undertaken 
only in the later phases of the study, it is 
hoped some conclusions from this brief 
examination may be included in the final 
report of the study. 

Schools and Public Libraries Working 
Together in School Library Service, the 
study recently made by the N.E.A. Re- 
search Division for the Joint Committee 
of the N.E.A. and A.L.A, is, in the esti- 
mation of the board, a most valuable 
statement of principles underlying any 
sound program of school library service. 
The board supports the’ committee in the 
hope that these principles will be used as 
a basis for study and evaluation of local 
situations and the drafting of new or re- 
vised plans in the light of such study. 
Through the board secretary close con- 
tacts with the work of the joint committee 


Education 


“Children in 


a Democracy. General Report 
Adopted by the White House Conference on Children 
in a Democracy, January 10, 1940, p. 42. Super- 


intendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 


and with the N.E.A. have been possible, 
and these contacts have been important in 
keeping the board in touch with the com- 
mittee’s work and with N.E.A. activities 
of special concern to libraries. 

The studies of the American Youth 
Commission have serious library implica- 
tions. Limitations in work experience, 
in job opportunities, in educational experi- 
ences, in ways of participating in com- 
munity activities, and of enjoying varied 
recreation all are situations which can be 
improved or more readily solved in areas 
where adequate library service and skilled 
guidance in knowing and using library 
materials is available. “The commission 
stresses the need for library services for 
youth in Time on Their Hands® and in 
W hat the High Schools Ought to Teach.® 

Current work in re-evaluation of pre- 
service and in-service teacher education 
suggested to the board the need for a con- 
sideration of the functions of the labora- 
tory school library in teacher education. 
At a small conference of laboratory school 
librarians called by the board in May, 
1940 the subject was given preliminary 
discussion with the help of an American 
Council on Education Teacher Education 
Commission staff member, a school admin- 
istrator, and a school of education faculty 
member. As a result, a joint committee of 
the A.L.A. and the commission was au- 
thorized to study the subject further. 

Through the field trips of the School 
and Children’s Library Division staff (at 
first two half-time persons and at present 
one full-time) there has been opportunity 
to observe many examples of growth to- 
ward sound, coordinated local programs 
of library services for young people of all 


5 Wrenn, Gilbert C., and Harley, D. L. _ Time on 
Their Hands. American Youth Commission, 1941- 


* What the High Schools Ought to Teach. Ameri- 
can Council on Education, 1940. 
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ages. Even though the division travel 
budget has been very limited, trips have 
included visits in Ohio, Louisiana, New 
York, California, and North Carolina and 
very brief visits in connection with meet- 
ings in Tennessee and Georgia. Prom- 
ising practices are shared and common 
problems identified and suggested for 
study as a result of trips. 


Ustnc New Menta or CoMMUNI- 
CATION 


Youth leaders of all kinds are con- 
cerned with the impact on young people of 
the varied media of communication which 
are available or inaccessible to boys and 
girls. Librarians are trying to find the 
relations or possible relations of these 
media to books and are beginning to ex- 
periment with ways of helping their users 
to know and to coordinate satisfactorily 
films, recordings, radio, and other materi- 
als with books, pamphlets, and magazines. 

A number of public libraries and schools 
are faced with the selection and use of 
educational motion picture films. The 
Joint Committee on Educational Films 
and Libraries, representing A.L.A. and 
three educational film agencies, has this 
year directed a study, made possible by the 
Rockefeller Foundation, of the responsi- 
bilities and opportunities of libraries— 
school, college, and public—in the han- 
dling and use of educational films. Because 
of the implications of this study for both 
children and adults, both the A.L.A. 
adult education specialist and the secre- 
tary of the board have worked with the 
committee. 

When the report of the study is pub- 
lished this fall it will provide an excellent 
basis for local and state discussion meet- 
ings reconsidering present programs and 
working toward coordinating materials. 
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Radio programs are important current 
materials, information about which should 
be available to 
through libraries. 


school or community 
There have been con- 
tacts with radio broadcasting agencies to 
cooperate in program planning and use. 

Transcriptions of radio programs which 
may be used again and again at convenient 
times are increasingly becoming available 
and libraries are watching for ways to 
understand better how to use them. In 
addition to the several series available from 
the U.S. Office of Education and the three 
“Lest We Forget” series from the Insti- 
tute for Oral and Visual Education, librar- 
ies of all types are especially interested in 
the series emanating from the Radio Re- 
search Project in the Library of Congress, 
“The Ballad Hunter,” including ten pro- 
grams of folk music, and “Hidden His- 
tory,’ a program based on journals and 
other personal records in the Library of 
Congress. 

With the beginning in June, 1940 of 
the defense training program in vocational 
schools throughout the country, informa- 
tion about the various types of printed 
materials in technical and _ vocational 
fields was much needed. Also, problems 
of use arose which suggested a need for 
study of printed materials in defense vo- 
cational training. Background informa- 
tion was obtained in a brief study which 
was one of the “emergency library activ- 
ities” made possible by a special grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation to the 
A.L.A. The study found frequent recog- 
nition of the necessity of books as tools in 
elementary technical training, yet the 
great inadequacy of the provision of books 
and pamphlets either through the library 
or direct to the shops leads to the conclu- 
sion that new or adjusted patterns of 
school library service may be needed to 
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sewe shops. Considerable experimenta- 
tion with such service is needed in schools 
of all sizes. 

Experimenting of a different nature is 
suggested from the experience of the board 
secretary and a board member on :the 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation Library Proj- 
ect in Michigan in 1940. The problem 
of selection of books for children in rural 
communities and provision of the most 
satisfactory reading experience for those 
children and young people is part of the 
larger question of books for the whole 
community, often on a countywide basis, 
and of competent personnel able to help 
schools and communities to work out a 
library service best suited to their needs 
and resources. 


ADVISING ON PUBLICATIONS 


The board has at all times been inter- 
ested in encouraging the preparation and 
publication of tools and descriptions of 
service which will help librarians and 
others to use library materials with in- 
creased effectiveness. The board has co- 
operated with the A.L.A. Editorial Com- 
mittee in plans for such publications as 
Rue’s Subject Index to Readers, and her 
Subject Index to Books for Intermediate 
Grades; Briggs, Subject Index to Chil- 
dren's Plays; Heller and LaBrant, The 
Librarian and the Teacher of English 
(Experimenting Together); Douglas, 
T eacher-Librarian’s Handbook; and Gar- 
diner and Baisden, Administering Library 
Service in the Elementary School. 

An outline for a needed publication on 
children’s library planning and equipment 
was made by a board committee and in 
the fall of 1940 an author invited by the 
A.L.A. Editorial Committee to prepare a 


manuscript. Plans were also made for a 


school library planning and equipment 


pamphlet and recommendations of authors 
considered by the board. 

With the need for teachers and librari- 
ans to know Latin American and Canadian 
books for use in the new units stimulated 
by the need to understand better our 
neighbors in the Western Hemisphere, lists 
of children’s books about these countries 
were included in the series of supplements 
to the 1941 Booklist, and arrangements 
for them as well as for an elementary list 
of books for a vocational school shop li- 
brary were made through the School and 
Children’s Library Division. 


STATE SCHOOL LIBRARY SERVICE 


This stage of the board’s history sees 
some important changes from the situation 
at the beginning of its existence. Notable 
is the recent impetus given to the strength- 
ening of school library service through 
new state aid for school library books. 
Appropriations have ranged from $50,000 
in one state with local matching funds 
required to $200,000 in another. In a 
number of states some state funds have 
long been available for school library 
books but in most instances the amounts 
per school have been small. 

The ten states which now have school 
library supervisors are: Georgia, Illinois, 
Indiana, Louisiana, Minnesota, New 
York, North Carolina, Tennessee, Vir- 
ginia, and Wisconsin. Kentucky did not 
find it possible to continue the position 
after the conclusion of the General Edu- 
cation Board grant in 1936. Alabama has 
had the position unfilled for 1940-41. 
Florida has had a half-time school library 
adviser for two years (1937-39). Oregon 
experimented with a school library ad- 
viser on the staff of the state library for 
one year (1939-40) as a demonstration 
of the need for such a position. Three of 
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the ten states have two school library su- 
pervisors and four others have a second 
trained librarian working in the office of 
the state school library adviser. 

Most important among the library 
agencies established in the decade was the 
Library Service Division set up in 1937 
in the U.S. Office of Education. On its 
staff is a specialist in school libraries who 
is also a specialist in children’s library 
service. Fortunately for the board, this 
representative has been a member and for 
two years its chairman. 


NEEDED EMPHASIS 


In retrospect, the board believes the 
following areas have been and will con- 
tinue to be important fields of activity in 
the extension and strengthening of library 
service to all youth: 

Cooperation of librarians with other 
youth leaders both in the school and in the 
community. 

Extension of background and experience 
through participation of 
“workshops,” 


librarians in 
councils, and other coordi- 
nating and study groups as well as through 
supplementary training. 

Stimulation and leadership through 
children’s and young people’s specialists on 
the staff of every state library agency and 
of county libraries, through provision of 
school library advisers or consultants in 
all state departments, and 
through strengthening state and regional 
organizations or sections of school, chil- 
dren’s, and young people’s librarians. 

Study and research on many problems 
in the field as a basis for more effective 
planning and evaluation. 

Selection and integration of library 
materials based on adequate and available 
information. Revision of existing aids or 
the creation of new ones seems necessary 


education 
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to give information about all types of 
materials to various types of libraries. 

Experimentation with reading guidance 
and with the use of library materials, es- 
pecially through vocational schools, 
through laboratory school libraries in 
teacher education institutions, and through 
young people’s work in public libraries. 

Interpretation of the functions and so- 
cial and cultural values of the services of 
school and public libraries to boys and 
girls. In the light of the present world 
instability and the resulting re-examination 
of the existing community services to de- 
cide which must be maintained, this last 
area may well be the one in which imme- 
diate intensive work is most needed. 

In the course of the board’s history 
children’s librarians, young people’s li- 
brarians, school librarians, school adminis- 
trators, and public library administrators 
have served on the board and with their 
many points of view have contributed 
much toward mutual understanding of the 
several groups represented. ‘The present 
board listed below wish to recognize the 
members who have previously served on 
the board: Mary S. Wilkinson, the first 
chairman, Franklin F. Hopper, Lillian H. 
Smith, Jesse H. Newlon, Jacqueline Over- 
ton, Carl Vitz, Dwight E. Porter, Jessie 
E. Tompkins, Jean C. Roos, chairman 
when the School and Children’s Library 
Division was established, and Lois F. 
Shortess. 

IsaBEL NicHo., Chairman 

Nora E. Beust 

L. L. Dickerson 

MarcareET GREER 

Mary HELEN 

IRENE SMITH 

Mitprep L. BATCHELDER, Secretary, 
and Chief, School and Children’s 
Library Division 
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Administrative Reports 
( Continued ) 


‘Department of Information and Advisory Services 


Pustic Liprary DIVvIsion 


For the report of the Library Extension 
Board see pages 546-53, and for that of 


the Adult 
559-65. 


Education Board see pages 


HEADQUARTERS LIBRARY 


The library has played a part in the activi- 
ties of the Association in support of national 
defense and the preservation of democracy 
by assembling and organizing a collection 
of material for ready reference use by staff 
members, committees, students, and other 
librarians on all phases of the defense pro- 
gram to which libraries may contribute, and 
on the means employed by libraries to meet 
the new demands upon them. Book lists, 
publicity, and pictures are included. The 
collection of material on the A.L.A. War 
Service of 1917-20 has proved valuable. 

In cooperation with the Public Relations 
Division the librarian has made plans for 
building up the circulating collection of 
photographs of library buildings and serv- 
ices. In the past the collection consisted 
largely of pictures of new buildings and 
equipment which are valuable to librarians 
and trustees in planning a new or remodeled 
library. To meet the increasing demand 
for pictures to illustrate library services for 
newspaper and magazine articles and books, 
many letters have been written requesting 
photographs of childrens’ work and service 
to other groups. Publicity has been given to 
the need for pictures through the Bulletin 
and through contacts with committees and 
groups. It is hoped that pictures suitable for 
reproduction of the work of small and 
medium sized libraries as well as large li- 
braries may be added to the collection so 
that pictures lent for publication may be rep- 
resentative of all American libraries. 

The book stock increases relatively slowly, 


but the periodical and pamphlet collections 
grow so rapidly that the space which five 
years ago seemed adequate to allow for fu- 
ture expansion is filled to capacity. Prompt 
withdrawal of material not directly related 
to libraries as soon as it ceases to be of cur- 
rent interest is essential to keep the files in 
the space available. Additional space will 
soon become imperative. 

In addition to serving the staff and visi- 
tors, the librarian answers approximately 
seventy-five letters a month requesting in- 
formation or advice on library problems. 
Many of these inquiries relate to library 
buildings and equipment. Others are on 
problems of administration and_ technical 
processes. The letters come from all parts 
of the United States, Canada, and Latin 
America. 

The Clearing House for Library Problems 
was the librarian’s principal responsi- 
bility at the annual conference. In prepara- 
tion, consultants were secured in various 
fields, a list mimeographed for distribution, 
“Reading for Background; Some Basic 
Books for a Staff Collection,” and an ex- 
hibit of new books, and one of pamphlets 
on audio-visual aids, and sources of free 
and inexpensive material were assembled. 
At the Clearing House the librarian and 
statistical assistant answered inquiries, and 
made arrangements for librarians to discuss 
their special problems with consultants in 
those fields or with members of the head- 
quarters staff. 

Harriette L. Greene, Librarian 
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SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’s LIBRARY 
DIvIsION 


A summary report of the Board on Li- 
brary Service to Children and Young People 


STATISTICAL 


Each year the demands on the statistical 
services are increasing from outside the 
library profession as well as from librarians 
and library organizations. Statistics and 
other library material have been sent to: 
The World Almanac; International City 
Managers’ Association; National Education 
Association; American Association of Mu- 
seums; Columbia Broadcasting System; 
American Dental Association; World Book 
Encyclopedia; International Business Ma- 
chine Corporation; Illinois Fact Book; a 
city and county economy association; several 
advertising agencies and publishers of pe- 
riodicals and books. 

Committees, boards, and divisions of the 
A.L.A. are depending more and more on 
the statistical assistant for up-to-date and 
comparable figures in their respective fields. 
Many special tabulations of varying length 
are required in order to give adequate in- 
formation. The A.C.R.L. Periodical Ex- 
change Union has requested the statistical 
assistant, as a neutral agency, to check the 
records on file for periodical budgets of 
member libraries (4.L.4. Bulletin 35:331, 
May, 1941). The first of these lists has 
been submitted and checked. Individual 
trustees have requested information which 
would enable them to compare their li- 
braries with others, as well as information 
about their own libraries. Material fur- 
nished to the headquarters staff also con- 
tinues to increase, particularly information 
and statistics for use in the national defense 
program. 

Work with the A.L.A. Committee on 
Statistics has continued, and the statistical 
report form for secondary school libraries 
is nearing completion, with the tentative 
form for elementary school libraries now 
ready for its first revision. 

The largest and most comprehensive 
undertakings, as in the past, were the col- 


for the ten year period from 1932 to 1941 
appears on pages 574-79. 


ASSISTANT 


lecting and tabulating of library general 
and salary statistics for publication in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin. The public library tables 
appeared in the Bulletin for April, 1941, 
and those for libraries in schools and insti- 
tutions of higher education in the Bulletin 
for February, 1941. 

In cooperation with a student of the 
University of Chicago Graduate Library 
School, a project has been started which, 
when completed, will give accurate and up- 
to-date figures, based on the 1940 U.S. 
Census, for people in the United States 
with and without local free public library 
service. The project will also attempt to 
show the extent of the service being given. 
From the data gathered, the student, inde- 
pendently, will analyze the service given in 
some selected areas of the U.S. 

Material not heretofore requested was 
furnished on such subjects as: budgetary 
procedure and uniform system of accounting 
for public libraries; evolution of circulation 
definitions with changes made since 1932; 
endowed public libraries having municipal 
support showing income both from endow- 
ment and public funds; faculty rank of high 
school librarians together with salary sched- 
ules; hours of the day during which public 
libraries are open; holidays observed by 
public libraries; fees charged nonresident 
borrowers; number of newspapers and 
periodicals currently received by college 
and university libraries; circulation from 
branches of library systems as distinguished 
from that of the main library; statistics of 
libraries in cities where the public libraries 
operate branches in the public schools; and 
tax levies for libraries. One outstanding 
example of a special service rendered was 
in connection with a large public library 
which was attempting to have the tax rate 
for library purposes in its community in- 
creased through a referendum. Much 
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thought and effort was spent in furnishing 
facts and figures to the librarian for use in 
the campaign. 

For the first time, tables of statistics for 
elementary school libraries were mimeo- 
graphed and sent to superintendents of 
schools as well as to other school and li- 
brary officials in the cities included in the 
tabulation. Even though these figures 
showed wide variations in interpretation of 
the questionnaires, they at least presented 
some facts which were not heretofore avail- 
able. 

Aside from purely statistical work, a list 
of libraries in the Southern states giving 
service to Negroes in their respective com- 
munities was revised from recent informa- 
tion available at several sources. The 
mimeographed lists of public libraries in the 
U.S., which are sent out when mailing 
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lists are requested, were revised and the 
towns regrouped according to the 1940 U. §. 
Census. The statistical assistant’s card in- 
dex files were also revised, replacing the 
1930 census figures with those of 1940. 

With the assistance of an N.Y.A. student 
in tabulating general statistics for small 
public, college, and university libraries, re- 
quests from librarians in these groups have 
continued to be met. The statistics for the 
groups of smaller libraries are not published 
but tables of recent figures are kept for 
lending when requested. 

Close cooperation with the U.S. Library 
Service Division, naturally, has continued. 
During the year copies of statistical reports 
have been sent to that division in order to 
fill in gaps in its files. 

WILuaM H. Cutrt, Statistical Assistant 


Education and ‘Personnel 


Boarp oF EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 
See pages 554-58. 


BoarpD ON SALARIES, 


STAFF, AND TENURE 


See pages 566-70. 


PERSONNEL DIVISION 


There has been greater turnover of per- 
sonnel in libraries in 1940-41, than in any 
year in the last decade, due primarily to 
the national emergency. Reserve officers 
have been called for duty, selectees inducted 
into the Army for their training period, 
personnel chosen for camp and corps area 
librarianships and posts in defense industries, 
and clerical and maintenance employees ab- 
sorbed by business and industry. The 
library staff members leaving for positions 
in camp libraries and defense industries as 
well as for assignments in regular business 
and industry have been induced to change 
positions not only because of the opportunity 
for obtaining other experience, but also be- 
cause of the higher salaries being paid else- 
where. 

Beginning salaries, particularly for the 
lower grades of professional, clerical, and 
maintenance services, must be raised to en- 
able most libraries to compete on equal 
terms with business and industry and to 


maintain their usual standards of selection 
of personnel. 

As demands on library staffs increase be- 
cause of the emergency, it is essential that 
morale and efficiency be kept at a high level. 
These cannot be maintained when salaries 
and other conditions of welfare and em- 
ployment are a source of grave concern to 
staff members. The “real” salaries have 
decreased considerably in the last year due 
to the general increase in cost of living, al- 
though “actual” salaries have not changed. 
Because of this cut in buying power and 
the fact that beginning salaries will often 
need to be increased, it is essential to 
morale that normal salary increments be 
given to those already on the staff even if 
other pressing demands are being made 
upon the library budget. Otherwise the 
staff will be discouraged, the morale will be 
lessened, the turnover will continue to in- 
crease, and the calibre of the staff lowered 
at the very time when the emergency de- 
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mands that libraries render service of high 
order. The custom in St. Paul of adjust- 
ing the salaries of public employees accord- 
ing to the cost of living each six months 
period is one which may well be studied by 
other communities. 

With the increase in employment in other 
lines, librarians should take special meas- 
ures to seek out and recruit promising 
young people for library work both in the 
professional and clerical services; normal 
methods of recruitment will not produce 
the desired results and the library staffs in 
the next few years will suffer accordingly. 

In the early fall of 1940, the Morale Di- 
vision of the U.S. Army announced its plan 
of library service to selectees. The Per- 
sonnel Division, with the assistance of the 
library schools, furnished the War Depart- 
ment with the records of approximately 350 
persons for camp and corps area librarian- 
ships in October and November. Since that 
time the division has continued to supply 
records to various camps and corps areas as 
requests were received. 

To answer the questions of many librar- 
ians interested in this service and those who 
assumed that it would be set up in the same 
manner used in the First World War, sev- 
eral hundred letters as well as the article 
“Library Service in the Navy and the 
Army” (Hostetter, Anita M. and Timmer- 
man, Hazel B. A4.L.A. Bulletin 35:149-53, 
Mar. 1941) have been written explaining 
procedures. Although form letters giving 
details were used to answer general ques- 
tions, most of the requests for information 
contained questions applying specifically to 
the individual’s situation, for which a form 
letter alone would not suffice. As a result 
it can be said that the staff of the Personnel 
Division spent most of its time during the 
fall on this project alone. 

The division cooperated with the Com- 
mittee on Refugee Librarians in seeking to 
discover the rulings of various libraries on 
citizenship, religion, age, etc., and to place 
Europeans who have completed their train- 
ing in American library schools. 

In order to determine whether personal 
interviews would be of particular help in 
the placement of these Europeans, several 
of them were brought by the committee to 
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the Boston Conference. The members of 
the Personnel Division staff called the at- 
tention of employers to them on the same 
basis as they mentioned American librarians 
—namely their qualifications to fill the spe- 
cific positions. 

The librarian seeking new employees is 
forced to decide whether he will limit his 
selection to applicants within interview dis- 
tance, select those from a distance using 
paper records only, or go to considerable 
expense in bringing on persons at a distance 
for interviews. In order not to limit the 
selection geographically, a plan for coopera- 
tive interviewing is being considered where- 
by a librarian in one part of the country 
will interview a candidate in his own area 
for the benefit of a prospective employer in 
another section. In each case the inter- 
viewer must receive from the prospective 
employer position specifications and other 
data about the library and the position. It 
is hoped that this will tend to curb the 
trend toward geographic restrictions, which 
are affecting selection in libraries, and en- 
able both the employing librarians to select 
from the whole country the persons best 
suited to the positions and the prospective 
employees to be considered for openings 
throughout a wider geographic area. 

Employers and employees are recognizing 
more and more that the annual and mid- 
winter conferences are strategic times and 
places for interviews. Employers with ac- 
tual positions and others anticipating future 
openings and wishing to see likely candidates 
make extensive use of the service of the 
Personnel Division on these occasions. 

One situation is a continuous source of 
dissatisfaction and discouragement to the 
staff of the Personnel Division. At confer- 
ences and throughout the year many of the 
persons available for placement cannot be 
suggested for positions for one of several 
reasons, either they do not possess the special 
qualifications required for many of the open- 
ings reported to the division at higher sal- 
aries, or they are receiving salaries higher 
than those offered for most other available 
positions. Until sufficient funds, staff, and 
laborsaving devices can be furnished, the 
division cannot hope to do work worthy of 
the Association. The membership should 
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be entitled to service at least equivalent to 
that rendered by good college placement bu- 
reaus, teachers’ and commercial agencies. 
Unless service of this type can be provided 
the placement service should be discontinued. 

The chief of the division, two secretaries, 
and one typist-stenographer-clerk have con- 
tinued to work again this year against great 
odds and approximately at the same peak 
loads of last year. They have carried— 
with a small sum for extra help—the work 
of placement, personnel, and the Board on 
Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. About one 
third of one person’s time—in most cases 
that of the chief of the division—was de- 
voted to interviewing employers, registrants, 
and those seeking information on board and 
other personnel matters. The work in- 
volved in recording these interviews re- 
quired approximately the same amount of 
time. The volume of incoming and out- 
going mail approximated twenty-five thou- 
sand pieces a year, all of which needed to 
be recorded. About ten thousand addresses 
were changed and another similar number 
checked for accuracy. Twenty-five hundred 
records of librarians containing education, 
experience, and comments from references 


were made or brought up to date to send 
to prospective employers. It must be re- 
membered that an individual’s record must 
be checked each time it is used to record 
new positions, additional education, change 
of address, new salary, etc. These are but 
a few of the many duties performed by the 
division staff, none of which can be elimi- 
nated to allow time for others equally as 
pressing. 

The typist-stenographer, Marie Zarrillo, 
left in March and the position was filled by 
Anna May Mullin. A part-time and a 
summer position to care for the peak clerical 
loads just prior to and after the annual 
conference were filled by Lois Vannier and 
Dorothy Fregd. W.P.A. assistance was 
withdrawn from A.L.A. Headquarters in 
the fall of 1940. The Personnel Division, 
which had been helped considerably by such 
employees, suffered from this cut, particu- 
larly as the project to prepare a union list 
of library school graduates had to be con- 
tinued by the one N.Y.A. assistant who was 
assigned from DePaul University. This 
has, of course, slowed up the project greatly. 

Hazev_ B. TiImMMERMAN 
Chief, Personnel Division 


Editorial Committee 
and 
Department of Publishing and Cooperative Services 


With the perhaps surprising realization 
that during the year more than 150 publish- 
ing projects have been worked upon and 
75 manuscripts actually examined, one 
senses the impossibility of giving an ade- 
quate picture of the work of the Editorial 
Committee and of the Publishing Depart- 
ment without running the risk of boredom. 
Emphasis must therefore be placed on a 
few: typical activities in various fields of 
library interest and depend on the charts 
appended to this report to give a general 
view of projects under way. The Publish- 
ing Department maintains an annotated list 
of these projects, revised annually, which 
runs to nearly fifty pages. 


NATIONAL EMERGENCY 


With funds from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion, eighteen publications (see p. 588), 
were made available, largely for free dis- 
tribution, in editions ranging from five to 
fifty thousand copies. There were five 
Booklist supplements concerned with vari- 
ous aspects of technical training connected 
with the defense program, and seven having 
to do with democracy, civil liberties, and 
international understanding. ‘Two reprints 
of Booklist editorials concerned tolerance 
and the new world order. Three separate 
publications were issued: a list for trained 
engineers, a study of the resources of United 
States libraries for national defense, in a 
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preliminary and a revised edition, and an 
eight-page illustrated pamphlet, Why Indus- 
trial Training Needs Books. Of the last 
named the U.S. Office of Education dis- 
tributed forty thousand copies. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Related to the national emergency is the 
activity of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America with which 
the Editorial Committee and the Publish- 
ing Department have worked closely. The 
most important accomplishment of the year 
was the publication of Introduccion a la 
Practica Bibliotecaria en los Estados Unidos 
prepared by Marian S. Carnovsky, and La 
Biblioteca Publica en los Estados Unidos 
based on Bostwick’s The Public Library in 
the United States. The Publishing Depart- 
ment and the Executive Secretary of the 
A.L.A. helped the Latin American Com- 
mittee in planning the former book and 
served as advisers to the author as the 
manuscript was in preparation. In the case 
of the second title, the Publishing Depart- 
ment was responsible for the revision of Dr. 
Bostwick’s pamphlet. Translation of both 
manuscripts was in the hands of the Latin 
American Committee. The budget for the 
two books was handled by the Publishing 
Department, as well as the manufacture and 
distribution of the two volumes which were 
financed by a special grant from the Rocke- 
feller Foundation. 

During the year there were also issued 
two supplements to the Booklist, books on 
Latin America for adults and children in 
the North American continent, and one of 
four projected studies—List of Latin 
American Serials; A Survey of Exchanges 
Available in U.S. Libraries. A second 
study, of book collections in colleges and 
universities offering courses in Latin Ameri- 
can history, was received and publishing 
estimates transmitted. That report will 
probably appear in the early fall. Another 
matter which has concerned the Latin 
American Committee and the Publishing 
Department is the translation of A.L.A. 
titles and other library tools into Spanish 
and Portuguese. The problem has been 
considered not only by A.L.A. groups but 
by outside agencies. 


SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES 
The Division of Libraries for Children 


and Young People was organized at the 
Boston Conference. The Board on Library 
Service to Children and Young People is to 
be discontinued, and presumably some ma- 
chinery within the new division will be set 
up to act in an advisory capacity to the 
Editorial Committee. Just what this ma- 
chinery will be has not yet been determined, 
nor its relation to the School and Children’s 
Library Division at headquarters, on which 
the Publishing Department relies heavily. 

Coming from the press as this report is 
written, is the Teacher-Librarian’s Hand- 
book by Mary Peacock Douglas, referred 
to in last year’s report as The School Li- 
brary Organization Primer. This is a com- 
prehensive aid for teacher-librarians, and 
although not intended as a substitute for 
training, it gives a wealth of specific in- 
formation and advice which will help both 
trained and untrained librarians in setting 
up simple yet effective library service within 
the school. To be published in the fall is 
Administering Library Service in the Ele- 
mentary School by Jewel Gardiner and Leo 
B. Baisden which to some extent comple- 
ments the Teacher-Librarian’s Handbook. 
The book is directed at administrators, 
teachers, and librarians. “Books for the 
Senior High School Library” expected this 
year, was delayed but will be issued during 
the late fall or early winter. A new edi- 
tion of Graded List of Books for Children 
should be ready in the spring. Both of these 
lists are joint undertakings of the A.L.A., 
the N.E.A., and the National Council of 
Teachers of English. In the series Experi- 
menting Together four manuscripts on 
home economics, music, science, and social 
science are in various stages of preparation 
and revision. Others are projected. 

The Book Evaluation Committee of the 
Section for Library Work with Children, 
has made extensive revision of Gifts for 
Children’s Bookshelves which will be pub- 
lished in September. The list has been so 
completely revamped and so many new fea- 
tures introduced as to make it something 
entirely new to offer for Book Week. The 
manuscript for the second edition of Power’s 
Library Service for Children is in the hands 
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of critics, as well as a study of the or- 
ganization of library work with children in 
a dozen large libraries throughout the coun- 
try. The study reveals four rather distinct 
patterns of organization. A manuscript on 
the planning and equipment of children’s 
rooms is now definitely under way. 


COLLEGE AND REFERENCE LIBRARIES 


The development of a publishing program 
for college and research libraries in co- 
operation with the Association of College 
and Reference Libraries, has been at a 
standstill. Because of heavy responsibilities, 
the chairman of the Publications Committee 
of the A.C.R.L. found it necessary to resign 
from that position. A new chairman, Guy 
R. Lyle, has been appointed by the president 
of the A.C.R.L. and it is expected that dur- 
ing the coming year a beginning may be 
made on the plans which were laid at mid- 
winter, 1939. 

A self-survey manual for college libraries 
was one of the projects of the College Li- 
brary Advisory Board which was turned 
over to the A.C.R.L. when, because of 
A.L.A. reorganization, the board went out 
of existence. Approximately two years ago 
a fellowship grant was made to Peyton 
Hurt to enable him to make this study. 
The outline for his.book was considered by 
the Editorial Committee at its midwinter 
meeting and was later considered by the 
Publications Committee of the A.C.R.L. 
All comments are in Dr. Hurt’s hands for 
his guidance. Because of circumstances be- 
yond his control, the project is temporarily 
at a standstill. 

During the year a project was set up for 
a Catholic supplement to Shaw’s List of 
Books for College Libraries and its supple- 
ments. The request came from a group of 
Catholic librarians. A statement outlining 
the purpose and scope of the book and its 
editorial policy was approved by the Edi- 
torial Committee, official endorsement was 
received from the Catholic Library Asso- 
ciation and from the National Catholic 
Educational Association, and the compilers 
were encouraged to go ahead. To facilitate 
the examination of the manuscript, the 
Catholic Library Association has set up a 
committee to scrutinize the finished work 


when it is ready. It is expected that the 
manuscript will be completed by the end of 
1942. 

Two volumes sponsored by the Board on 
Resources of American Libraries are ex- 
pected to materialize within the next few 
months. The study of regional union cata- 
logs in the United States will discuss prob- 
lems of organization and administration, 
costs, who uses union catalogs and for what 
purposes, and will make some attempt at 
determining the proportion of world library 
resources available in the United States. 
There will be a directory of union catalogs 
and a manual on how to set up and manage 
one. A survey of the library resources of 
New York City will describe the holdings 
of 300 to 350 libraries comprising general 
and specialized collections of every type. It 
is the hope of the resources board eventually 
to bring into existence volumes describing 
library holdings of various sections of the 
country. Two surveys, though not under 
the auspices of the board, are now under 
way on the west coast. 


OF GENERAL INTEREST 


A first attempt at a comprehensive dis- 
cussion of the library’s responsibility in an 
almost undeveloped field is covered in a 
manuscript “Educational Films and _Li- 
braries” now in hand and to be published this 
fall. It results from a study, financed by the 
Rockefeller Foundation, made by Gerald D. 
McDonald for the Joint Committee on 
Educational Films and Libraries. The edu- 
cational responsibility of the library, the 
educational film, library film service, films 
in adult education, in the school library, in 
the college and university library, films as 
historical records, and training for library 
film service, are all covered. 

A new approach to an old subject is a 
Subject Guide to Reference Books. In the 
past the conventional approach has been by 
broad subjects such as divisions of the D.C. 
or by form such as yearbooks, encyclopedias, 
and dictionaries. Here subjects are min- 
utely broken down and many parts of books 
are brought out under each. For instance, 
general English dictionaries appear under 
various headings such as abbreviations, biog- 
raphy, characters in literature, etc. Annota- 
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tions are specific to the subject—which 
means that one book may be described from 
several different angles; each time, it is ap- 
proached for a specific (rather than gen- 
eral) purpose; and correlation of reference 
material is thereby greatly enhanced. It is 
hoped that this volume may appear in the 
fall. 

New books planned during the year in- 
clude an introduction to librarianship, a 
small but substantial volume to be used in 
library recruiting, and new treatments of 
order work, reference work, and _ shelf 
work. In the case of each book the profes- 
sion was circularized to determine the need, 
scope of the books, and methods of ap- 
proach. The authors are now at work— 
two of them on leaves of absence. A manu- 
script in the field of book selection on “The 
Choice of Editions” is expected in the early 
fall and manuscripts for new editions of 
Classics of the Western World and Anni- 
versaries and Holidays are expected about 
the first of the year. Authors are also at 
work on two projects which have been re- 
vived, a treatment of library reports and of 
library exhibits. 

Emily Miller Danton accepted the Edi- 
torial Committee’s invitation to serve as 
editor of the series American Library Pio- 
neers and is now formulating plans for in- 
dividual volumes and omnibus volumes in 
accordance with decisions reached by the 
committee at the Cincinnati Conference. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


For more than ten years the Editorial 
Committee has been trying to produce a 
satisfactory work on public library finance 
and budgets. A project for a study at the 
University of California approved by the 
Editorial Committee was submitted to the 
Fellowships and Scholarships Committee. 
A small grant to Edward A. Wight will 
make possible nine months’ intensive work. 
It is expected that the study which is being 
made with the cooperation of the School of 
Librarianship, the Bureau of Public Ad- 
ministration, and under the direction of 
John B. Kaiser will be completed by next 
spring. 

Another important study expected to 
materialize during the coming year is on 


the organization and management of public 
libraries, considered from the standpoint of 
generally accepted principles of public ad- 
ministration. The study financed by a grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation to the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School, is being 
made by E. W. McDiarmid, Jr. of the 
University of Illinois Library School, and 
John McDiarmid of the University of 
Southern California. The manuscript is 
expected next February. 

For the small library, an entirely new 
book on administration is in preparation. 
The manuscript is now being revised and 
the book should be ready by the first of the 
year. Nearly two years’ work went into 
planning before authors were selected to 
prepare a manuscript. First, a few library 
extension agencies were sounded out with 
respect to the need for a book and what it 
should contain. The second step involved 
the analysis of the content of eight or ten 
books in this field and a communication to 
all of the library extension agencies asking 
them to indicate which of one hundred or 
more topics should be treated in the new 
volume. More than fifty state and provin- 
cial agencies responded. A third step was 
the analysis of the returns and the prepara- 
tion of an outline. The authors selected 
were L. Marion Moshier and Helena S. 
LeFevre. The first draft of the manuscript 
received last spring was read and criticized 
by five library extension workers. Accord- 
ing to the best advice obtainable the book 
has been designed to meet specific needs. 


CATALOGING 


The Division of Cataloging and Classifi- 
cation was established at midwinter, and 
the A.L.A. Committee on Cataloging and 
Classification, with which the Editorial 
Committee has been cooperating success- 
fully in the past, ceased to function at the 
Boston Conference. The responsibilities of 
the old committee are being turned over to 
two committees within the new division. 
The Publications Committee of the division 
will assume responsibility for advising the 
Editorial Committee in the future. There 
are some thirty cataloging projects in the 
Publishing Department’s files. 

The preliminary edition of 4.L.4. Cata- 
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log Rules will have appeared when this 
report sees print. Approximately three hun- 
dred copies will be distributed free to critics 
and a special committee of catalogers and 
administrators will study the code from the 
standpoint of cataloging refinement versus 
cataloging costs. Regional groups are also 
to study the code during the next several 
months. It is expected that definite recom- 
mendations will result in changes which will 
be incorporated in a definitive edition. 

The code for filing catalog cards met with 
unforeseen delays due largely to changes in 
personnel—not of the committee which is 
compiling the code, but of successive A.L.A. 
Committees on Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion which have examined the code at dif- 
ferent stages and made recommendations. 
A new group now enters the picture, the 
Publications Committee of the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification which takes 
over the duties of the former A.L.A. com- 
mittee. It is expected that decisions which 
have to do with the relation of the code to 
L.C. filing practice will soon be reached 
and the manuscript, now finished, released 
for publication. 

The manuscript for the second edition of 
Mann’s Introduction to Cataloging and the 
Classification of Books is now in the hands 
of critics and it is hoped that the book will 
appear next spring. The manuscript for a 
third edition of Aker’s Simple Library Cata- 
loging is scheduled for January, 1942. A 
law classification for general libraries is in 
preparation and the manuscript expected in 
the early fall. Publication of the code for 
cataloging music is held up awaiting the 
final edition of A.L.A. Catalog Rules. 
Work is still going forward on the “List 
of Theological Subject Headings” but the 
handbook of church organization is held in 
abeyance until the former is completed. 
Both are by the same compiler. 


ISSUED LAST YEAR 


Despite the fact that publishing schedules 
were based on definite commitments with 
respect to the receipt of manuscripts, only 
twelve out of twenty-five scheduled revenue- 
producing titles actually materialized. This 
naturally had a serious effect on publishing 
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revenue and accounts largely for the deficit 
of $15,000 with which the department closed 
the fiscal year. Failures to publish resulted 
from failure of authors to complete their 
assignments, failure to produce satisfactory 
manuscripts, and the pressure of national 
emergency projects which took precedence 
over regular activities. 

If quantity was sacrificed, the Editorial 
Committee and the department have little 
cause for apology on the score of the quality 
of the titles issued. The Teacher-Librar- 
ian’s Handbook, already mentioned, fills an 
important gap in library literature, likewise 
the Subject Index to Poetry, which has been 
well received by purchasers and critics alike. 
Reference Books of 1938-1940, the first sup- 
plement to Mudge’s Guide . . . for which 
she took no responsibility, is a fine piece of 
work by Miss Mudge’s former associate, 
Constance M. Winchell. Published in July, 
it has already reached many enthusiastic 
users. The interests of college libraries are 
represented by Adams, Junior College Li- 
brary Program, and a second edition of 
Randall and Goodrich, Principles of College 
Library Administration. These were pub- 
lished jointly with Stanford University Press 
and University of Chicago Press, respec- 
tively. For research libraries there appeared 
Archives and Libraries, 1940 and Guide to 
Bibliographies of Theses... , 2d ed. Other 
publications issued included Booklist Books, 
1940, Books for Tired Eyes, Catalogers’ 
and Classifiers’ Yearbook, No. 9, Library 
Discount Control, and Recent Children’s 
Books. 

Emergency publications included Engi- 
neering Defense Training; Guide to Library 
Facilities for National Defense, preliminary 
edition and a revised edition; New World 
Order; Why Industrial Training Needs 
Books; Witch-Hunting; and twelve Book- 
list supplements as follows: Aerial Photog- 
raphy; Aeronautic Training for National 
Defense; American Spirit in Fiction; Cana- 
da: A Reading Guide ... (adults) ; Canada: 
A Reading Guide . (children) ; Civil 
Liberties and Democracy; Dangers to 
Democracy; Latin America: Books for 


North American Readers; Latin America: 
Books for Young Readers; Military Train- 
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ing for National Defense; Shipbuilding and 
Marine Engines; and The Shop’s Library. 
There were also issued the two books in 
Spanish and the List of Latin American 
Serials mentioned on page 585. 

The production of books, pamphlets, re- 
ports, and broadsides, for various depart- 
ments at headquarters, and the reprinting 
and binding of regular publications brought 
the total number of items completed in the 
department during the year up to seventy- 
six. 

EDITORIAL DIVISION 


The record of the year’s work of the divi- 
sion is presented in the list of materials 
produced, found in the paragraphs above. 
In addition, four numbers each of the Hos- 
pital Book Guide, Journal of Documentary 
Reproduction, and Subscription Books Bul- 
letin were published. 

Unfortunately a list gives little concep- 
tion of the amount of planning, scheduling, 
and supervision involved in the designing, 
estimating, and production of many titles 
intended for a wide variety of uses. The 
precedence given emergency projects made 
printers’ and office schedules difficult, and 
increased costs resulted in a greater amount 
of time having to be given to estimating. 
Some jobs were estimated on several sets of 
specifications (in one instance, seven) to 
keep selling prices as low as possible. 

The manuscript representing the greatest 
amount of editorial time during the year 
was the preliminary American second edi- 
tion of A.L.A. Catalog Rules, which has 
now been in production for eight months, 
and which will be completed soon after 
September 1. 

Due to the war and national emergency 
conditions, increases in manufacturing costs 
have been numerous and promise to con- 
tinue. In addition, some materials are prac- 
tically, if not absolutely, unobtainable. De- 
livery of paper, for instance, is slow and 
uncertain. A ton ordered September 1 can- 
not be expected before November, and the 
price of it will not be quoted until the 
twenty-fifth of the month preceding delivery. 
The coming year will undoubtedly bring 
marked increases in selling prices and de- 
layed publication schedules. 


The vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Mildred Roblee, August, 1940, was filled 
on January 1 with the appointment of Earl 
C. Graham as senior editorial assistant. On 
February 1, Eleanor J. Blum was appointed 
to a newly-created position as junior edi- 
torial assistant to relieve the editor of much 
of the responsibility for the Hospital Book 
Guide, Journal of Documentary Reproduc- 
tion, and Subscription Books Bulletin, as 
well as to assume responsibility for editing 
and production of Booklist supplements. 
Harold English, editor of publications, is in 
charge of the work of the division. 


SALES 


Promotional activities, for which Harold 
H. Laskey is responsible, were concentrated 
on direct mail advertising. They included 
special mailings on single titles addressed to 
selected lists of from a few hundred in- 
dividuals to several thousand, and general 
mailings on a number of titles directed to 
from two to twenty thousand libraries. 
One hundred separate mailings were made 
totalling 108,757 pieces ranging from routine 
subscription expiration notices to A.L.A. 
Books and Pamphlets, 1941 and School Ac- 
tivities and the Library. Material was also 
prepared for distribution at exhibits and 
for office use as letter and invoice enclosures. 

General promotion included more than 
forty-three pages of display advertising in 
Library Journal, Wilson Library Bulletin, 
Bulletin of the Association of American 
Colleges, Library Association Record, The 
Librarian, Minnesota Libraries, The Book- 
list, and A.L.A. Bulletin. 

The number of exhibits sent out continues 
to increase. This year A.L.A. was repre- 
sented at 104 national, regional, and state 
library and educational meetings. Major 
displays were those at the N.E.A. February 
meeting in Atlantic City, the A.L.A. Mid- 
winter and Boston conferences, and the 
Chicago meetings of the Illinois Library 
Association, the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English, the American Association of 
Junior Colleges, the American Association 
of University Professors, the American 
Political Science Association. 

Exhibit space for A.L.A. publications was 
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provided at meetings of twenty-seven state 
library associations, seven regional library 
associations, fifty-six state and regional edu- 
cational groups or their school library sec- 
tions, and a number of other miscellaneous 
groups. 

Review copies of twenty-six publications, 
including ten emergency titles, were sent to 
from II to 330 periodicals; the extent of the 
distribution varied with the subject matter 
and size and cost of the publication. 

Among the new books the sales of the 
following exceeded budget estimates: Buy- 
ing List of Books for Small Libraries, Notes 
Used on Catalog Cards, and Subject Index 
to Poetry. 

Of titles published in previous years, the 
following continue to sell well: Activity 
Book for School Libraries, Basic Reference 
Books, Books for Tired Eyes, By Way of 
Introduction, Graded List of Books for Chil- 
dren, Introduction to Cataloging and the 
Classification of Books, List of Books for 
College Libraries, 1931-1938, Simple Li- 
brary Cataloging, Subject Index to High 
School Fiction, Vocations in Fiction, and 
the two Rue indexes. 

Subscriptions to the Booklist total 7983; 
Subscription Books Bulletin, 3644; Hospital 
Book Guide, 484; and Journal of Documen- 
tary Reproduction, 521. The last, surpris- 
ingly enough, still reaches twenty-one 
countries outside the United States. 

A recent decision of heads of departments 
at headquarters releases to standing order 
subscribers publications not offered for gen- 
eral sale. The new policy will keep standing 
order subscribers in touch with a wider 
variety of activities and will mean the re- 
ceipt of much more free material than 
formerly. About 350 libraries are now on 
the standing order list and receive auto- 
matically as issued one copy of each publica- 
tion priced at $5.00 or less. 

Revenue produced by the department in 


the 1940-41 fiscal year is itemized as fol- 
lows: 


NE EEE OL LDEE ET CT OTS $ 75,388.77 
IEEE MUUMENCIOD 9 wk ss cecscsscsses 1,155.00 
Booklist—subscriptions .............++. 22,840.17 
Booklist—single copy sales ............. 246.63 
Booklist—sale of review books ......... 4,059.28 
Booklist—advertising ............+-+005 6,033.86 
A.L.A. conference—exhibit space ....... 6,728.34 
A.L.A. conference—program advertising. 410.00 
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BOOK POST 


The Publishing Department was repre- 
sented at the midwinter meeting of the 
Book Post Committee and of the Executive 
Board, at which policies concerning A.L.A.’s 
attitude toward proposed legislation were 
discussed. A memorandum was prepared 
for use in Washington, detailing the 
A.L.A.’s experience with book post, listing 
specific titles accepted and rejected by the 
Chicago post office and pointing to incon- 
sistencies in rulings made by post offices 
throughout the country. Replies to a ques- 
tionnaire sent to libraries concerning their 
experience with book post were summar- 
ized for use in Washington by the Executive 
Secretary of the A.L.A. and by the chair- 
man of the Book Post Committee. A com- 
munication was also prepared and sent to 
library extension agencies and state school 
library supervisors soliciting interest in and 
backing for proposed legislation. By ex- 
ecutive order the President extended the 
present book post rate through September 
so as to give Congress an opportunity to 
pass upon the bills now pending. 


The Editorial Committee held two meet- 
ings, one at the Midwinter and one at the 
Boston Conference. Approximately thirty- 
five items appeared on the dockets. The 
committee was also represented at Midwin- 
ter or Boston or both at meetings of the 
Committee on Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion, Subscription Books Committee, two 
subcommittees of the Subscription Books 
Committee, and at an informal group meet- 
ing of school and children’s librarians called 
for the purpose of discussing certain pub- 
lishing proposals. 

During the year well over 150 projects 
were worked upon, 75 manuscripts were ex- 
amined, and 12 additional ones were offered. 
Of the total (87) 33 were published (12 
regular titles and 21 emergency items), 3 
are in press, 16 are being considered or 
revised, 3 were withdrawn by the authors, 
and 32 rejected. Of the 32, 8 were 
definitely outside the A.L.A.’s publishing 
field. The charts which follow give a pic- 


ture of projects now under way and pro- 
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posed. The Booklist 
charts. 

One change was made in the personnel of 
the committee, Elizabeth Scripture replac- 
ing Mildred P. Harrington. The other 
members are Eleanor Hitt, Wharton Mil- 


report follows the 


ler, and Ruth Savord. 
JoHNn Apams Lowe, Chairman 
A.L.A. Editorial Committee 
Everett ©. Fontaine, Chief 
Department of Publishing and 
Cooperative Services 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE PUBLIC AND GENERAL LIBRARY FIELD 





Planned or Under Way 


Proposed 


ADMINISTRATION 


Library revenues and library service 
Public library finance and budgets 
*Small public library 

Statistics manual 

Types of administrative organization 


Insurance—Books 

Metropolitan areas 

Public library administration 

Special problems of medium sized public library 
Study of evaluation and costs of reference work 
Use of forms and administrative routines 


EXTENSION 


Branch library—Case study 
City extension service 
County libraries (California) 


County and regional libraries- 
Library associations handbook 
Library extension patterns 
Regional libraries 
Trustees bulletin 


-Manual 


LEGISLATION 


American library laws (2d ed.) 


Copyright law for librarians 
Legislation 


PuBLic RELATIONS 


Library exhibits 

Library promotional literature 
Library report 

Publicity manual 


Case book 

Community relations 

Graphs 

Libraries and leisure 

Library service—Interpretative leaflet 
Primer of librarianship 

Publicity service (continuing) 
Reading—Popular leaflet for adults 


BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 


Speman studies: 
ighting 
Methods for reproducing cards 
One-room library and homemade furniture 


Building maintenance 
Equipment studies: 
Book automobiles (2d ed.) 
Display equipment 
Loan desk equipment 
Small supplies 


TECHNICAL Processes (EXcEPT CATALOGING) 


Bibliographical methods and techniques (3) 
*Binding manual 

*Code for filing cards 

*Current national bibliographies (2d ed.) 
Order work 

Shelf work 


Library methods 
Trade bibliography—Music 


Book SELECTION 


*Choice of editions 


Book selection 


Book SELECTION—TOOLS 


*Reference Books—Subject Guide 


*Scheduled for 1941-42 


Basic reference books (3d ed.) 

Booklist, suggestions concerning 

Books by Catholic authors 

Foreign fiction and drama in translation 
Foreign language lists (several) 

xuide to reference books (7th ed.) 
Latin American books for U.S. libraries 
Variant titles 
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LIBRARIANSHIP, LIBRARIANS, AND GENERAL 


American library history 
American library pioneers: 

Bowker 

Dana 

Dewey 

Jewett 

Plummer 

Poole 

Winsor 
Dictionary of library terms 
History of the A.L.A. 
Introduction to librarianship 
Librarianship, a social force 
Library history 


American library pioneers (omnibus volumes) 
Dictionary of librarianship 
Encyclopedia of library economy 
junior members bulletin 
ibrary annual 
Philosophy of librarianship 
Readings in librarianship 
Translations of selected foreign library literature 
Who’s who 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND SERVICES 


Agricultural libraries manual 
Atchives administration 
Blind, Manual on work with 
*Educational films and libraries 
Ephemera 
Historical collection 
Legislative reference work 
Manuscripts (See also Cataloging) 
Medical library primer 
Museum libraries 
Pamphlets, use with readers 
Parent education 
Public documents: 
History of the U.S. 
Subject approach 
Reference work 
Special libraries 


depository system 


Organization and preservation 


Hospital libraries—International handbook 
Hospital libraries symposium 
Law libraries manual 
Legislative reference work 
Municipal reference service—Small libraries 
Music department manual 
Pamphlets, acquisition and use 
Picture collection 
Public documents: 
Checklist, city and state (U.S.A 
Canadian government poe ht wei ‘od ed.) 


SERVICE TO READERS 


Adult education 

Circulation work 

Library procedures and self-education 
Reference—Administration and methods 


Reference—Methods and materials in special subjects 


Reference tools for work with periodicals 
Service to organized labor 


SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 


A.L.A. portrait index Soaneipnant) 
Anniversaries and holidays (2d ed.) 
et eg of local indexes 

Books for trade union library 
Classics of the Western World (3d ed.) 
Index—dances, calls, and figures 
Index—Social life and customs in U.S. 
Literature of American history (2d ed. ) 
Reading course—Psychology 
Subject list of serials 


Bibliographic terms—Dictionary 

Club programs 

Forces in English and American fiction 

Guide to the official publications of the New Deal 
administrations, revised and combined 

Hobbies, with bibliographies 

Indexes: 

More than 20 indexes have been proposed in addi- 
tion to those listed under other classifications. A 
canvass of the larger libraries made two years 
ago reveals approximately 200 indexes on a 
wide variety of subjects. It is hoped that some 
of these may form the basis for printed tools. 

Reading courses 
Reading lists (many) 
Sequels 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE COLLEGE AND UNrversity Liprary FIe.ps 





Planned or Under Way 


College libraries—Administration 
College libraries—Survey manual 
College president and his library 
External relations of librarian and staff 
University libraries—External control 


* Scheduled for 1941-42 


Proposed 


ADMINISTRATION 


College libraries—External control 
College libraries—Finance and accounting 
College libraries—Staff manual 

Publicity 


Relation of library to life of the college 
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Book SELECTION—TOOLS 


Bibliographical guide—Liberal arts and education Annual supplements to Shaw supplement 
Standard works in social science Bibliography—Rare books, book collecting, first edi- 
tions 
Catholic supplement to Shaw lists 
Current book list—Scholarly publications 
Current book list—Undergraduate level 


STUDIES AND SURVEYS 


Adult education services 

Educational methods—Influence on reading and use 
of library materials 

Reading in colleges 

Summaries of significant studies (annually?) 


SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 
Guide to bibliographies of foreign theses Resources: 
Reference and research methods Bibliography—Manuscripts and rare books in U.S. 
Resolurces: aan Check list of union lists 
*New York City libraries Handbook of special collections 


Pacific Northwest Union catalogs (several) 
Pacific Southwest 


Southern libraries (supplement) 


Instruction and book use 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’s LisrARY FIELDS 





Planned or Under Way Proposed 
ADMINISTRATION 


*Elementary school library—Organization and ad- Budgets—Children’s department of public library 
ministration 


Budgets—School libraries 
*Library service for children (2d ed.) Demonstration school library 
*Organization—Work with children Library work with children—European 
School library green calendar 
re) 


; id ’ Library work with children—Manual (?) 
Types of school library administration School libraries symposium 


Book SELECTION—TOOLS 
} *Books for senior high school library (new ed.) 
Evaluation and description of series 
*Graded list of books for children (4th ed.) 
Literature of high school subjects 
| Reference books for schools 
| Romances (high school) 


Books for junior high schools 


BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
Planning and equipment of children’s rooms 
Planning and equipment of school libraries 


| INTEGRATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARY WITH CURRICULUM 
Fusion of the library with the curriculum: Activity book for school libraries, no. 2 
English, retarded readers Fusion of the library with the curriculum: 

Home economics, senior high Mathematics 
Music, elementary Visual education 
Science, senior high Vocational guidance 


Social studies, junior high (3) Index fiction (junior and senior high school) from 
Social studies, rural schools curriculum point of view 

Social studies, senior high Integration of library instruction in teachers college 
Use of books as tools curriculum 


Teaching materials bulletin 


SPECIAL Topics 


| Adolescent and his reading Books for young people (principles and lists) 
Book annotation History of children’s books 
School library and school guidance program Illustrators of children’s books 


Teaching use of library (pictorial) 
Underprivileged reader 
Unit costs of school libraries 


School library in relation to guidance, citizenship, 
and other special programs 
School library measurement 


SERVICE TO READERS—TOOLS 


*Gifts for children’s book shelves (10th ed.) By way of introduction (2d ed.) 

Indexes: Indexes: : 
Authors, illustrators, editors of children’s books Books for Catholic schools (Grades 1-12) 
Historical poetry and drama 


Books for intermediate grades (2d ed.) 
Books for junior high schools 
Books for err, grades (2d ed.) 
Books for senior high schools 
| ae fiction 

isual materials 


Short stories 
Vocations (general) 
Vocations in biography 


*Scheduled for 1941-42 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Children’s reading—Pamphlet for adults 


Popular interpretation of library service to children 
and youth 


LiprARY HIsTORY AND BIOGRAPHY 


American library pioneers (omnibus volumes) 
Caroline Burnite Walker 





PUBLISHING PROPOSALS IN THE CATALOGING FIELD 





Planned or Under Way 


Proposed 


CATALOGING—GENERAL 


*A.L.A. catalog rules 

Annotated bibliography of tools for catalogers 
*Catalogers’ . yearbooks 

Handbook of church organization 
*Introduction to cataloging . (2d ed.) 
Labor costs of cataloging work 

Simple library cataloging (3d ed.) 

*Union catalogs 

Vatican code—English translation 


Aid for cataloging in less common foreign languages 
A.L.A, catalog code—Spanish translation 
Introduction to cataloging .. . Portuguese transla- 


tion 
Library of Congress catalog in book form 
Name list (authority file) 
Simple library cataloging—German translation 
Simple library cataloging—Portuguese translation 
Simple library cataloging—Spanish translation 


CATALOGING—SPECIAL 


Special collections: 
Local collection 
Music 
Phonograph records 
Public documents (state) 
Visual materials 


Special collections: 
Manuscripts 
Maps and atlases 
Pamphlets 
Photographs and slides 
Rare books of 16th and 17th centuries 


CLASSIFICATION 


Classification code for school libraries 
*Classification—Law 
Classification—Political science 

L. C. classification manual 


Classification—Education ; 
Subject index to Lynn schedules for Catholic books 


SupJEcT HEADINGS 


List of theological subject headings (2d ed.) 
Several special lists (Being undertaken by the Spe 
cial Libraries Association) 


* Scheduled for 1941-42 


List for Catholic books 

List for business and economics 

List for music 

List for picture collection 

Symposium on principles of subject headings 
Union list in technical subjects 


BooKLIsT 


In July, 1940 when the national emer- 
gency had progressed so far that it was 
evident libraries needed special help in the 
selection of books, especially for defense in- 
dustries, for citizen morale, for the under- 
standing and maintenance of democracy 
itself, the Executive Secretary of the A.L.A. 
initiated a plan for the compilation and 
publication of special bibliographies. The 


plan matured quickly; the lists were issued 
free during the past year to Booklist sub- 
scribers as part two of current Booklists, 
thus securing a wide distribution and sim- 


plifying mailing. They were also sold as 
separates at twenty-five cents each. 
Naturally these supplements could not be 
financed from the regular Booklist budget; 
the following explanatory note is printed in 
the supplements: “This supplement to The 
Booklist is made possible through the volun- 
teer effort of the compiler. Its publication 
and distribution are financed from funds 
granted by the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York to the American Library Asso- 
ciation for emergency library activities.” 
Beginning with Industrial Training for 
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National Defense by Charles M. Mohr- 
hardt which accompanied the August, 1940 
Booklist as part two, twelve additional sup- 
plements (see p. 588-89) appeared from 
October, 1940 through July, 1941. 

Since all but the first of these were de- 
signed, edited, and seen through the press 
by the Editorial Division of the A.L.A. and 
not by The Booklist office, mention of them 
belongs in this report only because they do 
form an integral part of volume thirty-seven 
of The Booklist, being paged consecutively 
as parts two. Also, these separate bibli- 
ographies are being kept up to date by brief 
supplementary lists printed at intervals in 
the regular issues of The Booklist. The 
entire credit for the success of the under- 
taking belongs elsewhere. It is obvious that 
Booklist subscribers have received large 
dividends on their three dollar subscriptions 
during the past year. 

Two annual lists were printed as usual— 
“Books for Young People” prepared by a 
committee of the Young People’s Reading 
Round Table, and “Health Books for Pub- 
lic Libraries” compiled by Isabel L. Towner 
of the National Health Library, New York 
City. Carl H. Melinat of Western Reserve 
University generously took over the compila- 
tion of the list of U.S. Public Documents, 
succeeding Walter Brahm. 

Four lists of foreign books were printed, 
supplied as usual by the A.L.A. Committee 
on Work with the Foreign Born. The lists 
and their compilers were as follows: “Hun- 
garian Books” compiled by Augusta Mar- 
kowitz of the New York Public Library; 
“Armenian Books” compiled by Lydia W. 
Masters and Beatrice C. Collins of the 
Watertown, Mass., Free Public Library; 
“Yiddish Books” compiled by Esther Barag, 
Tremont Branch, New York Public Li- 
brary; “Greek Books” compiled by Mrs. 
Alison B. Alessios, Chatham Square Branch, 
New York Public Library. 

There was some change in The Booklist 
staff. Alice Brunat, on leave of absence 
from the Minneapolis Public Library, took 
charge of the list of children’s books from 
September to January. Helen Kinsey came 
January 15 to join The Booklist staff as 
assistant in charge of children’s books. She 
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took her B.S. in Library Science at the Uni- 
versity of Washington. After serving as 
children’s librarian with the Jackson County 
Library, Oregon, from 1930-37, she com- 
pleted the residence requirements for the 
M.S. degree at Columbia University, School 
of Library Service. She came to The Book- 
list from the staff of the Brooklyn Public 
Library. Mrs. Ferrell Nixon, part-time 
clerk, resigned and was succeeded by Ruth 
Rundstrom. 

The change in format, effective with the 
September, 1940 issue and considered a 
major event by The Booklist staff, occa- 
sioned little comment from _ subscribers. 
Four or five wrote that they preferred the 
old cover; four or five others registered 
their pleasure and approval of the new one. 

During the year, from August 1, 1940 
through July 31, 1941, The Booklist re- 
ceived 5392 review copies of books and 836 
pamphlets; 2391 books were listed, and as 
many pamphlets as space permitted. Of the 
2391 books listed, 1097 were adult clas- 
sified books, 400 were fiction, 355 were in 
series, 169 were new editions, 310 were new 
children’s books, and 60 were new editions 
of children’s books. During the year sub- 
scriptions reached a new high of 7953, an 
increase of 83 over the previous year. 

The world shaking events of the present 
are of course the subject of many books. 
The level of writing by foreign correspond- 
ents and other reporters has been on the 
whole high and great interest is evinced in 
what they have to say. There is much de- 
mand for technical books, especially simple 
ones. 

The selecting of those books in all 
fields which are best adapted to library 
needs, which is The Booklist’s job, is greatly 
aided by the opinions of collaborating librar- 
ians who are in constant touch with public 
demand. The reports of technical librarians 
and of specialists in various fields are of 
major importance to this office. Workers 
with young people, children’s, and school 
librarians also give generously of their time 
and judgment to help make The Booklist a 
useful tool. 

ZAIDEE B. VosPER 
Editor of The Booklist 
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‘Department of Membership Organization 


and I nform ation 


MEMBERSHIP 


A number of changes within the Associ- 
ation have affected to a major degree the 
work of the Membership Department since 
the last annual report was written. Re- 
organization effective for the A.L.A.’s 
functional structure, rearrangement of de- 
partmental staff and duties, and application 
of a new and basically different dues scale 
have been prominent factors in shaping the 
year’s work. The staff of ten persons, five 
of whom are professionally trained librari- 
ans, has sustained six resignations during 
the year, four from the professional and two 
from the secretarial staff. 

Virginia Coppes Bloomfield resigned July 
31 and was succeeded on October 1 by 
Eleanor Burke as membership assistant. 
Esther Warren Loughlin resigned Septem- 
ber 5 and was succeeded by Lucile Deaderick 
on March 17 as Bulletin editorial assistant. 
Beatrice Sawyer Rossell resigned on October 
1. Byron C. Hopkins began work as editor 
of the Bulletin January 1. Esther Hall 
Dixon resigned October 15. Olga M. Peter- 
son joined the staff on February 1 as special 
membership and public relations assistant. 
Helen E. Campbell, Elizabeth Bond, Flor- 
ence Williams, and Mildred Othmer Peter- 
son each spent some time in the department 
on temporary assignments during these 
changes. The loss of experience and con- 
tinuity represented in so many staff changes 
was a real deprivation to the department and 
the Association during a year already com- 
plicated by other major changes. 


Departmental Work 


The chief responsibilities of the depart- 
ment are for all membership records and 
promotion work including collection of esti- 
mated revenue from dues; for organizing 
and carrying forward a public relations pro- 
gram for the A.L.A. and libraries; for fund- 
raising and promotion of gifts, bequests, and 
endowments for the Association; and for 
the publishing and distribution of member- 
ship publications and information. 


This involves executive assistance to the 
Membership, Public Relations, Election, 
Constitution and By-Laws, Divisional Rela- 
tions, and State Relationships committees. 
The staff supervises the planning and oper- 
ation of the machinery of the midwinter 
and annual conferences, and coordinates the 
A.L.A.’s relations with its chapter and divi- 
sional constituents. 


Progress in Reorganization 


The new Constitution received the second 
of two required votes of approval in June, 
1941, at the Boston Conference, and is now 
in full force as are all of the By-Laws 
adopted in May, 1940. 

Five divisions have been organized under 
the new framework. The Association of 
College and Reference Libraries was rati- 
fied as a division in May, 1940. In Decem- 
ber, 1940, the Council created the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification. These 
two divisions were thereby enabled to re- 
ceive allotments from members’ 1941 dues. 

In June, 1941, at Boston, the Council 
approved establishment of a Trustees Divi- 
sion, a Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People, and a Library Extension 
Division. These three new divisions will be 
eligible to receive allotments from 1942 dues. 

The Music Library Association was added 
to the list of national library associations 
affliated with the A.L.A. by Council action. 
The League of Library Commissions, an- 
other national affiliate, became a part of the 
new Library Extension Division. 

No new chapters were added, although 
one or two petitions are in hand for ex- 
amination. 


Dues 


What does the membership think of the 
new dues scale, and how have the dues 
come in, are questions heard from several 
quarters. 

Regular membership dues for the fiscal 
year ending August 31, 1941, amounted to 
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$64,144.65. The amount expected and 
budgeted was $72,100. The budget estimate 
was based on four thousand returns from a 
postcard questionnaire on salaries which 
was sent to one half of the personal mem- 
bership in October, 1939, by the Third 
Activities Committee. Members reported 
anonymously on their salary brackets show- 
ing the percentages of members in seven 
salary categories as indicated in the 4.L.A. 
Bulletin 33:799, December, 1939. ‘These 
percentages were applied to the total per- 
sonal membership. If there has been no 
significant change in library salaries since 
October, 1939, the estimates should have 
shown a high degree of accuracy. 

The table below indicates the number of 
members expected in each class of mem- 
bership, and the number shown by dues re- 
ceived by August 31, 1941. 


PERSONAL MEMBERSHIPS 


Number 














Salary ere paid on 

group ALA August 31, 

_ 1941 

Under $1201 1498 2530 

1201-1500 2598 3212 

1501-2100 4877 3899 

2101-3000 2816 2785 

3001-4000 | 589 422 

4001-5000 | 205 123 

5001-—up | 217 105 





Allotments to divisions total $2431.69, as 
follows: $1831.80 to Association of College 
and Reference Libraries; and $599.89 to the 
Division of Cataloging and Classification. 


Special Membership 


In accordance with recommendations of 
the Budget Committee and approval by the 
Executive Board, the Friends of the Li- 
brary activities previously carried on by the 
Membership Department, were transferred 
to the Public Library Division in October, 
1940. The greater portion of the special 
membership work related directly to produc- 
ing revenue, special memberships, gifts, be- 
quests, honor funds, etc., continued as part 
of the Membership Department. 
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Adoption of the By-Laws last year directly 
affected special membership enrolment. Li- 
braries, library schools, and state agencies 
were no longer eligible to carry sustaining 
and contributing memberships. Accordingly, 
considerable time was given to record work 
in cancelling all special memberships held by 
these institutions. This automatic cancel- 
lation of 30 sustaining and 150 contributing 
memberships amounted to loss of special 
membership revenue of $6750. With this 
in mind the budget for 1940-41 of expected 
revenue from special memberships was set 
at $9900. The receipts as of August 31 
are $8387.50. One hundred and sixty-eight 
of these institutions formerly holding special 
memberships have transferred to other forms 
of membership. 

Special membership promotion was neces- 
sarily retarded during the year due to staff 
changes mentioned elsewhere. The resig- 
nation of the executive assistant, Mrs. 
Dixon, effective on October 15, left a de- 
pleted staff for the remainder of the year. 

Letters of invitation were sent over 
President Culver’s signature in November 
to more than seven hundred prospects from 
a variety of special fields, including lawyers, 
insurance executives, industrialists, motion 
picture producers and actors, university and 
college presidents, authors, and publishers. 

The following items bearing directly on 
the year’s emphasis in Association work were 
utilized in this solicitation: 

“Libraries and the National Defense Pro- 
gram” 

“The Library’s 
Emergency” 

“The Library—1940” and “The Library— 
1941” 

“The Library’s Bill of Rights” 

“The A.L.A. and National Defense” 

“The Public Library and Real Defense,” 
an editorial by Millicent Taylor in the 
Christian Science Monitor 

In response to letters of invitation and re- 
minders of renewal, on August 31 there 
were 37 sustaining members and 159 con- 
tributing members. It is hoped that with a 
full staff, the coming year will allow much 
more work in this field. The difficulties of 
securing contributions from the general pub- 


Job in the National 
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lic are becoming more complicated month by 
month in view of the fact that funds are be- 
ing solicited for a larger number of enter- 
prises directly connected with the interna- 
tional situation and defense activities at 
home. More ingenuity will be required to 
place an appeal from the A.L.A. in success- 
ful competition with those from other 
sources covering a variety of worthy causes. 


Gift and Bequest Program 


Five hundred selected library trustees have 
been kept on a mailing list and have re- 
ceived from time to time informational ma- 
terial on gifts and bequests. Copies in 
planograph form of an article by E. Y. 
Chapin from the December Bulletin on 
“Chattanooga’s Memorial Rooms” was one 
item mailed to this special group. “Thaw- 
ing Frozen Endowments,” by Joseph A. 
Boyer, was another in this special mailing. 
Other items are in prospect. 

One thousand printed copies of a “State- 
ment of Policy Regarding Gifts and Be- 
quests to Libraries” were distributed to 
lawyers and trust officers. “Gifts, Bequests 
to Libraries,” adapted from this statement 
was used on the cover of the December, 
1940 issue of Illinois Libraries. 


Memorial and Honor Funds 


An honor fund has been presented to the 
Association this year as an endowment in 
honor of Herbert Putnam, a former presi- 
dent of the A.L.A., the fund to be known as 
the Herbert Putnam Honor Fund. The 
fund was created and presented to the As- 
sociation to do lasting honor to Dr. Putnam, 
to inspire future generations of librarians to 
emulate the qualities and accomplishments 
which have distinguished his professional 
career, and to make possible a useful activity 
or service appropriate to his achievement and 
ideals. According to the donors of the fund 
the income is to be used as a grant-in-aid 
to an American librarian who has already 
demonstrated outstanding ability: for travel 
in this country or abroad, for writing, or 
for any other use that might improve his 
service to the library profession or society. 
It is the wish of the donors that this use 
of the fund may bring national and inter- 
national distinction to the librarian selected 


and keep in remembrance Dr. Putnam’s 
services to his profession. 

This is the first honor fund to be pre- 
sented to the Association since the Execu- 
tive Board in October, 1938 approved the 
promotion of memorial and honor funds as 
a part of the special membership and endow- 
ment work. It is hoped that there may be 
many such A.L.A. funds created to honor 
eminent librarians. 

Four memorial funds are already in exist- 
ence: the James Lyman Whitney Fund, the 
Eunice Rockwood Oberly Memorial Fund, 
the Sarah C. N. Bogle Memorial Fund, and 
the Herman H. B. Meyer Memorial Fund. 


Membership Committee 


Ella V. Aldrich accepted chairmanship of 
the Membership Committee, which by the 
end of September, 1940, had been appointed 
with seventy-seven members throughout the 
U.S. and Canada. 

The paid membership on August 31, 1940 
was 15,562. On August 31, 1941, it was 
15,590. There have been 2540 new members 
enrolled during the committee year. At the 
time this report is written there are 2236 
regular members delinquent in 1941 dues. 
Four direct mailings of dues statements were 
made from the membership office, in Decem- 
ber, March, May, and July. These have 
been supplemented by individual reminders 
by the committee representatives in their 
own areas. It is hoped that the number of 
delinquents may be further reduced before 
the end of 1941. 

Five states having the largest new enrol- 
ment since the 1940 Handbook was issued 
are: 


DHOOM Bosh dsc cheese scns 330 
EE CCR COS eT 277 
eee Srey ey eee 192 
6a ANS ainay atin a cea 186 
oe ne eae 94 


Five states showing the greatest percent- 
age of new enrolments are: 


ll. ee 79.4% 
SR  erer er rer Terre. 42.4% 
PSBSMCOUSCEES «oo ok sce es cen 33.8% 
es eee | 33-3% 
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The province of Alberta shows a gain 
of 50 per cent. 

Application blanks, dues forms, leaflets, 
and other promotional material had to be 
revised and printed to meet the require- 
ments of the new scale of dues, which was 
effective for all new members after Sep- 
tember 1, 1940 and for all renewals on 
January 1, 1941. Instructions and sugges- 
tions were prepared to aid the committee in 
its promotion and to answer individual cor- 
respondence. A major portion of the card 
records in the membership office had to be 
replaced with new forms. Divisional allot- 
ment routines and records had to be devised 
and procedures explained. A two-year ex- 
perimental offer authorizing substitution of 
College and Research Libraries for Hand- 
book and Proceedings necessitated additional 
changes in handling clerical routines. 

Bulletin space has been utilized to aid the 
committee. Since publication of the 1940 
Handbook, almost every issue of the Bulle- 
tin has carried material designed for quan- 
tity use by the committee in reprint form, 
one of the most economical and effective 
methods of producing printed materials. A 
membership map, and a full-page dues re- 
minder in December were followed in Janu- 
ary by a membership article by President 
Culver, and a membership page addressed 
to library trustees. The February, March, 
and April issues carried a page of member- 
ship information addressed in turn to col- 
lege, university, and school librarians, and 
to general library assistants. Articles in 
the March and April issues by Eleanor 
Burke were designed to raise and to clarify 
certain questions about the dues scale, as 
reflected in the membership office experience 
and correspondence. Full-page dues re- 
minders were used in the May and July 
issues. 

Another year reveals the fact that holding 
members within our professional ranks is 
still the major problem of membership. 
Linked with this one are several secondary 
ones, among which two are foremost. They 
are the problem of adjusting the profession 
to the new dues scale and the problem 
resulting from the natural pull of profes- 
sional organizations close at hand. 


From reports of the committee members 
the problem of holding members is influenced 
largely by the great American question, 
“What can I get out of it?” The com- 
mittee has used subtle and obvious argu- 
ments to combat this attitude but as yet no 
truly successful means has been devised. 
With the masses, pride of profession and 
gratitude for the laying of our foundations 
play little part. As for the new dues scale, 
a rather heavy enrolment was expected from 
those within the low salary bracket because 
of the new low rate, but such was not the 
case to any appreciable extent, certainly not 
enough to balance the decrease in the upper 
bracket memberships. Last year it was 
asked how the new dues scale would affect 
the membership this year. The membership 
has spoken, as far as the preliminary ad- 
justment period is concerned, but another 
year will present a more stable reply, one 
way or the other. 

Professional membership through the pay- 
ment of dues has defeated its own purpose 
by having such as a requisite in a multi- 
plicity of organizations. Quite naturally 
those in metropolitan areas are being con- 
fronted with the difficulty of meeting the 
requirements imposed by city, district, state, 
regional, and even related professional or- 
ganizations. With the natural pull toward 
those close at hand and radiating outward 
from them, the national organization finds 
itself the outermost circle, encompassing all 
of the others and nourishing them, but being 
defeated by them in the receipt of dues. 
This situation has been reported by mem- 
bers of the committee. Some type of re- 
ciprocal arrangement may be the solution, 
as has been tried in a coordination of pro- 
grams. 

It cannot yet be determined whether or 
not proportional representation for state, 
provincial, and regional associations on the 
Council is going to result in any marked in- 
crease in membership. The link between 
the national and the state associations will 
be tested in this respect. The coming year 
will be more of an index to the situation. 

The functions of the Membership Com- 
mittee were changed by the By-Laws and a 
revised statement of functions was, on rec- 
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ommendation of the Committee on Boards 
and Committees, approved by the Council 
at the Boston Conference to read: “To 
solicit new members; to nominate to the 
Council and to the Association persons for 
honorary memberships; to make recom- 
mendations concerning membership dues; to 
transmit suggestions for improving A.L.A. 
service to the members.” 

The Membership Committee has had a 
complicated year. Its members have loyally 
steadied the boat in definitely choppy waters. 
No committee of the Association has greater 


MEMBERSHIP 


Bulletin 


Emphasizing the theme chosen by Presi- 
dent Culver for the past year—“Deeds Not 
Words”—the Bulletin concentrated its ef- 
forts in fields in which action on the part 
of the Association had been deemed neces- 
sary or desirable. 

The national defense activities of libraries 
were reported from month to month in the 
following articles: “Libraries and the Na- 
tional Defense Program” by Carl H. Milam, 
“The Job as I See It” by John Chancellor 
(September 1); “The Library’s Job in the 
National Emergency” by J. W. Merrill, 
“Executive Board Committee Confers with 
Government Officials” (October); ‘The 
Library Profession on the Defense Front” 
by Elizabeth Bond and Cora M. Beatty 
(December); “Libraries and Democracy” 
by Alice Farquhar, “Preparedness Needs 
and the Library” by R. Russell Munn, “A 
Large Public Library Cooperates with the 
National Defense Program” by Margery 
Bedinger (January); “National Defense 
Activities and the A.L.A.” (February) ; 
“Reference Librarians and the Present 
Emergency” by Luther H. Evans, “Library 
Service in the Navy and the Army” 
(March); “For a Free and Enlightened 
People” by John Chancellor, “Community 
Library ‘Service in Defense Areas” by 
Marion A. Milczewski, “Library Personnel 
and the National Defense Program” 
(April) ; “Libraries Under Fire” by John 
R. Russell (May); “The Library of Con- 


gress Prepares for Emergencies” by Jerrold 


need for the enthusiastic backing of the 
whole membership. To all those who have 
joined in this work during the past year, 
the writers of this report record their genu- 
ine appreciation. Members of the 1940-41 
committee are listed on the inside back 
cover of this issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin. 
Extra V. AtpricH, Chairman 
A.L.A. Membership Committee 
Cora M. Beatty, Chief 
Dept. of Membership Organization 
and Information 


PUBLICATIONS 


Orne; “Reading Materials for Service Cen- 
ters’ by Marion A. Milczewski (June); 
“World Democratic Relations” by Charles 
R. Sanderson, and “The Emergence of Li- 
braries” by Essae M. Culver (July). 

Other series of articles built around a 
central theme for action included four on 
departmentalization in libraries of medium 
size by Louis Felix Ranlett, Marie W. 
Barkman, Susan T. Smith, and Katharine 
Shorey; four short articles on readability 
and the librarian by Catherine Cartwright; 
and two on the voluntary reading of high 
school pupils by Ethel L. Cornell. 

Individual papers with immediate useful- 
ness included “Rating a Staff for Promo- 
tion and Demotion” by Francis R. St. John, 
“New Aids for Familiar Purposes” an 
article by Mary E. Townes on audio-visual 
aids to learning, “Occupation Guidance 
Service in a Public Library” by Nancy S. 
Loehr, and “Discussion Groups—A Funda- 
mental Form of Cooperative Education” by 
E. R. Bowen. 

Supporting President Culver’s statement 
that, in this period of emergency, “The 
long-time objectives of the Association are 
not forgotten,” the Bulletin has also fea- 
tured numerous articles on library exten- 
sion, personnel, library service to young 
people, adult education, education for 
librarianship, and trustee activities. 

Due to a complete turnover in Bulletin 
staff during the year, it has been difficult 
to maintain the continuity normally observed 
in Bulletin editorial policy. The editors 
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during the past year have been: Beatrice 
Sawyer Rossell, through September; Eliza- 
beth Bond, acting editor, October to Janu- 
ary; Byron C. Hopkins, since January 1. 


College and Research Libraries 
The editor of the 4.L.4. Bulletin con- 


tinued to be responsible for the production 
of College and Research Libraries which 
began publication in December, 1939. The 
first change in editorship of the journal 
occurred upon publication of the June, 1941, 
issue, with the resignation of A. F. Kuhlman. 
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Carl M. White, director of libraries, 
University of Illinois, Urbana, has been 
chosen as editor of College and Research 
Libraries; Errett Weir McDiarmid, Jr., 
University of Illinois Library School, Ur- 
bana, has been named associate editor. 

Manufacturing economies, made possible 
through joint paper purchases and produc- 
tion with the 4.L.4. Bulletin, have been 
continued in the present volume. 

Byron C. Hopkins 
Editor, A.L.A. Bulletin 


PusBiic RELATIONS 


From September, 1940, to January, 1941, 
Elizabeth Bond, on leave from the Min- 
neapolis Public Library, served as acting 
editor of the Bulletin and public relations 
assistant. Advance publicity for the Mid- 
winter Conference was prepared by Mrs. 
Mildred Othmer Peterson. Olga M. Peter- 
son came to Chicago from the Lawson 
McGhee Library, Knoxville, Tenn., to take 
charge of publicity during the midwinter 
meeting, and in February joined the head- 
quarters staff as public relations assistant. 
As a result of reorganization of the Mem- 
bership Department staff, the public rela- 
tions assistant no longer edits the Bulletin, 
but divides time between public relations 
and special membership work. Since Feb- 
ruary this year full time has been devoted 
to public relations. 


Distribution of Defense Publications 


With financial assistance from the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York, A.L.A. 
has published several leaflets and book lists 
concerning national defense activities. These 
lists have been given wide distribution by 
the Public Relations Division, which has 
compiled a mailing list containing over a 
thousand names of individuals upon whom 
it is important to impress the current signi- 
ficance of libraries. Special distribution 
has been planned for each publication, partly 
to the mailing list and partly to groups 
which would have a particular interest in 
the leaflets concerned. The A.L.A. in Na- 
tional Defense and The Library—1o941 have 
been sent to 3100 people; Military Training 


for National Defense, 1500; A New World 
Order, 1400; Latin America: Books for 
Young Readers, 1400; Canada: A Reading 
Guide for Children and Young People, 1400; 
Canada: A Reading Guide and Bibliog- 
raphy, 1500; The American Spirit in Fic- 
tion, Witch-Hunting, and Civil Liberties 
and Democracy, 1640 each; Latin America: 
Books for North American Readers, 1000; 
Shipbuilding and Marine Engines, 1250. 
The publications have received wide no- 
tice in reviewing journals, and have been 
listed in several indexes. A New World 
Order was chosen as the Pamphlet-of-the- 
Month for May and was also included in 
kits sent to subscribers by the Institute for 
Propaganda Analysis. The mailing list, al- 
though primarily compiled for a particular 
distribution problem, is proving generally 
useful in other public relations work. 


Boston Conference 


As usual, publicity for the conference be- 
gan several months in advance and continued 
through July. Special thanks are due to the 
local publicity committee, of which Blanche 
L. Davenport was chairman, and to Eliza- 
beth Boudreau, in charge of local radio 
arrangements. 

This year’s radio schedule was the largest 
ever arranged for a conference week. 
Twenty-six programs went on the air from 
June 18 to June 25, including six broadcasts 
over national networks. Two programs 
were broadcast in Spanish to Latin America 
through the shortwave facilities of station 
WRUL in Boston. Latin American cultural 
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relations were also the theme of a round 
table discussion over the N.B.C. network, 
in which Carl H. Milam, Charles Thomson, 
of the United States Department of State, 
Lewis Hanke, and Charles R. Sanderson 
took part. This program aroused sufficient 
interest nationally to be included in the box 
reserved for outstanding radio programs in 
the daily newspapers. Clippings of such 
notice have come in from cities all over the 
country. This was also true of the talk 
given by Rockwell Kent, broadcast in con- 
nection with the conference. One network 
program and three others publicized the 
service of libraries to defense groups. 

It is a pleasure to record the cordial 
response with which suggestions of confer- 
ence tie-ups were received by producers 
of national radio programs. This is an in- 
dication of the opportunities for library 
cooperation with radio which may yet be 
developed, not only during conference week, 
but in similar manner throughout the year. 

Boston newspapers were generous with 
their space in spite of a New England sub- 
marine disaster, a score of graduations in 
New England colleges, and a critical inter- 
national situation. The items which the press 
services considered of national interest, as 
reflected in the clippings, were Essae M. 
Culver’s address at the first general session, 
Charles H. Brown’s inaugural address, 
President Roosevelt’s message, the meeting 
of hospital librarians, and Lewis Hanke’s 
speech on library relations with Latin 
America. 

Some of the conference speeches are under 
consideration by various magazines, and sev- 
eral have been accepted for publication. 


Libraries in Print 


During the year, School and Society has 
given space to library news on several occa- 
sions. A news note on camp libraries sup- 
plied to School and Society by the public 
relations assistant appeared also in I/linois 
Libraries and in several papers subscribing 
to an Oklahoma syndicate. 

An article entitled “Books and _ the 
Soldier,” written for A.L.A. by Mrs. 
Marian Carnovsky, has been accepted for 
publication by The Saturday Review of 
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Literature and appears in a September issue. 

Millicent Taylor’s excellent editorial on 
the value of libraries and the A.L.A., 
“Libraries and Real Defense,” in the 
Christian Science Monitor was _ plano- 
graphed and distributed widely. Lucien Price 
of the Boston Globe is responsible for 
“Libraries in a Democracy,” which appeared 
during the conference, and was based on 
information supplied by A.L.A. 

This year has afforded an extraordinary 
number of opportunities for effective news- 
paper publicity since library projects are 
tied up closely with topics of national in- 
terest. 


Radio 


General interest in radio publicity con- 
tinues with a constant demand for certain 
scripts in A.L.A. files. <A classified list of 
scripts on file at headquarters has been 
made and is available on request. The 
prompt response to announcement of this list 
indicates widespread desire to experiment 
with radio programs. The scripts that are 
coming in to supplement the files show that 
books on democracy are now getting a fair 
share of the air waves. It is hoped that 
research and advisory service to libraries 
interested in radio publicity may be further 
developed by the division. 


Films 


Montclair’s film, “Portrait of a Library,” 
is being shown in two South American 
countries at present, as well as in other 
places, and was shown to several groups at 
the Boston Conference. “Found in a Book,” 
the film produced by the University of IIli- 
nois Library School and circulated through 
Bell and Howell Company, is still in 
demand. A documentary film on libraries 
which the Film on Libraries Committee and 
the American Film Center are producing 
will not be completed in 1941. 

The Wichita library film, “The New- 
comes Visit the Library,” was shown at the 
National Library Institute in Canberra, 
New South Wales, in June, and has been 
purchased by the Australian Library Asso- 
ciation for circulation throughout Australia. 

Recent production of library films has 
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required a revision of Francis H. Henshaw’s 
1940 list of Library and Related Films, and 
such a revision is in process, prompted by 
a request from the American Association of 
University Women for copies to include in 
kits prepared for its members. 


Information Services 


During the year the Public Relations 
Office has handled requests for information 
on book drives, anniversary celebrations, 
bond issue campaigns, and general publicity, 
which have been answered often by the loan 
of scrapbooks and other material. 

The Enoch Pratt Free Library of Balti- 
more, the Minneapolis, Brooklyn, St. Louis, 
Chattanooga public libraries, and the Min- 
nesota State-Wide Library Demonstration 
Project have supplied the division with new 
publicity scrapbooks, available on request. 

Requests have come from as far away as 
Tasmania, Australia. Letters have come 
from free-lance writers who plan articles 
on library subjects, and from magazines 
checking facts or looking for pictures. 

The 4.L.A. Bulletin Clearing House has 
served as a channel for publicity news to 
members. Conspicuous among news notes 
have been the many exhibits and projects 
advertising library service to defense in- 
dustries. “The Bulletin has also carried a 
descriptive note about the headquarters pic- 
ture file and plans for badly-needed expan- 
sion. 


Publications 


Seven articles on library service and 
libraries, prepared for the A.L.A. by Mil- 
dred Othmer Peterson, have been supplied 
to the Americana, Collier’s 
National, and the New International year- 
books, and the Encyclopedia Britannica for 
the 1940 editions. 

The executive assistant has prepared an 
eight-page pamphlet entitled, “While Books 
Burn Abroad . . .” which is scheduled for 
early publication. This is intended to illus- 
trate the value of uncensored libraries in 
a democracy. It is hoped the pamphlet can 
be issued and widely distributed by A.L.A. 
during 1941-42. 


American, 
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Committee Activities 


The Library Publicity Honor Roll con- 
tained the names of seventy-two libraries, 
as compared with fifty-six citations last 
year. Two of these were college libraries, 
three special libraries, and two school librar- 
ies. In view of the excellent work many 
such libraries are doing, more effort should 
be made to attract entries in these three 
fields especially. 


Plans for the Future 


The coordination of local, state, and 
national association activities, announced by 
President Brown as a keynote for the com- 
ing year’s work, makes it doubly important 
to keep state and local bulletins informed of 
A.L.A. activities. The number of commit- 
tees on social problems in which libraries 
play a part reflects a breadth in vision of 
library service and an awareness of an im- 
mediate opportunity to demonstrate the 
practical social significance of libraries. This 
will require constant publicity through 
radio, newspapers, and magazines. There 
will be a wealth of useable publicity material 
on library work. The Public Relations Com- 
mittee and headquarters division can look 
forward to a stimulating year full of oppor- 
tunity. 

The signers of this report wish to thank 
the members of the Public Relations Com- 
mittee for their cooperation during the past 
year. Members of the committee are: Mrs. 
Mary Duncan Carter, Margaret P. Cole- 
man, Kate Coplan, D. Genevieve Dixon, 
Gretchen Jannette Garrison, Edith Guerrier, 
Dorothea F. Hyle, Mrs. Norma Olin Ire- 
land, Sarah Irwin Jones, Matilde Kelly, 
Marion E. Langdell, Marie D. Loizeaux, 
William E. Marcus, Corinne Mead, Fred- 
eric G. Melcher, Harry N. Peterson, Mrs. 
Irene King Rope, Jessie E. Rorke, Hannah 
Severns, Ralph Robert Shaw, Laurence El- 
liot Tomlinson, William Pierce Tucker, and 
Wayne S. Yenawine. 

RutH E. HAmMMonp, Chairman 
A.L.A. Public Relations Committee 
Orca M. PETERSON 
Executive Assistant 











Board and Committee Reports 


ApuLT EpucaTIOoN BoarpD 
See pages 559-65. 


ADULT READING 
No report. 


A.L.A. AND A.A.A.P. 


(Joint Temporary Committee) 
No report. 


A.L.A. AND A.A.L.L. 
(Joint Committee) 


The report of the committee this year 
must of necessity differ from previous re- 
ports. Arthur Sumner McDaniel, chair- 
man of this committee for several years, 
passed away during the spring and left the 
committee without a leader. For a leader 
he was; and in a field of association activity 
which demanded breadth of understanding 
and sincere appreciation of divergent and 
conflicting interests. Mr. McDaniel strove 
to balance those interests. He knew that law 
librarians were fundamentally librarians; 
but he also knew that law librarians would 
not gain by losing their identity. To bring 
the benefits and strengths of each group to 
each other was his concept of this commit- 
tee’s function. His committee is certain that 
Arthur Sumner McDaniel’s pioneering 
efforts to unify librarianship will lead to 
deliberate and purposeful cooperation 
among all librarians. The other members 
of the committee were: for A.L.A.: Alice 
Douglas Daspit, Frederick C. Hicks, Alfred 
B. Lindsay, Carroll C. Moreland, and Miles 
O. Price; for A.A.L.L.: Olive C. Lathrop 
and Oscar Carl Orman. 

Oscar C. ORMAN 


A.L.A. CaTALoc Cope REVISION 


The manuscript of the preliminary edi- 
tion of the revised Catalog Rules was com- 
pleted in the early fall and forwarded to 
the Publishing Department ot the American 


Library Association in November, 1940, 
Margaret Mann, who had served as edi- 
torial consultant throughout, with Harriet 
Dorothea MacPherson and Arnold H. 
Trotier, present and preceding chairmen of 
the A.L.A. Committee on Cataloging and 
Classification, reviewed the final manuscript. 
Typesetting began in April and the last page 
proof was returned soon after the Boston 
Conference. Publication was scheduled for 
early August, in an edition limited to 1000 
copies, to be sold at $6.00 per copy. 

The only new work to be undertaken 
during the year in connection with the code 
was the preparation of the index. This was 
carried through under the supervision of 
Katherine E. Schultz of the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, with the aid of 
Horatia Corbin. Two indexes were pre- 
pared, a subject index to the rules and an 
index to the main entries used as examples 
to illustrate rules. The index of examples 
is not being included in the preliminary edi- 
tion, but is available in manuscript should 
there be a demand for it. 

The next year or two will be a trial 
period for the new edition. All librarians— 
catalogers, administrators, reference  li- 
brarians, as well as others—are urged to 
give it their careful consideration and to 
pass on to the committee the benefit of 
their advice and counsel. Since it will form 
a topic for discussion on the program of the 
Division of Cataloging and Classification at 
the next conference of the American Library 
Association, suggestions will be welcomed 
by the president of that division, Marion 
Metcalf Root, New York Public Library. 
Copies of comments, criticisms, and sug- 
gestions should preferably be prepared in 
duplicate, one for the chairman of the re- 
vision committee and one for the president 
of the division. 

Members of the executive committee 
were: T. Franklin Currier (chairman, 
Subcommittee on Incunabula), James 
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Christian Meinich Hanson, Harriet Doro- 
thea MacPherson, Margaret Mann (chair- 
man, Editorial Subcommittee), Keyes D. 
Metcalf, and the chairman. 

Members of the advisory committee were: 
Effie Gale Abraham, Francis Ambuhl, 
Hazel Bartlett, Bertha Bassam, Ethel 
Bond, James B. Childs, Flora Eckert, Mrs. 
Anna Skabo Erichsen, Colman Farrell, 
Sophie K. Hiss, Amelia Krieg (chairman, 
Subcommittee on Anonymous Classics), 
Mary Wilson MacNair, Lucy W. Markley, 
Anna M. Monrad (chairman, Subcom- 
mittee on Definitions), Isadore Gilbert 
Mudge, Theodore A. Mueller, Eva Judd 
O’Meara_ (chairman, Subcommittee on 
Music), Julia Pettee (chairman, Subcom- 
mittee on Religious Headings), Clyde A. 
Pettus, Harriet Wheeler Pierson (chair- 
man, Subcommittee on Societies and In- 
stitutions), Harriet Beardslee Prescott, 
Elizabeth Seymour Radtke, William M. 
Randall, Marion Metcalf Root, Bertha M. 
Schneider, Katherine E. Schultz, Della J. 
Sisler, Arnold H. Trotier, Clara Newth de 
Villa (Terminology editor), Ruth Wallace, 
Katherine Warren, Wyllis E. Wright. 
Nella Martin served as executive assistant 
and general editor and Charles Martel as 
consultant. 

RupotpH GJELSNESS, Chairman 


ANNUITIES AND PENSIONS 


The Committee on Annuities and Pen- 
sions was unfortunately unable to hold any 
meetings during the year and all communi- 
cation had to be conducted by correspond- 
ence. 

Two definite things, however, have been 
accomplished: 

1. A leaflet was compiled for use with 
state legislatures in states having no pro- 
vision for librarians’ pensions and no en- 
abling act authorizing library boards to 
contribute to such pensions. 

This leaflet was multigraphed at the 
A.L.A. Headquarters Office and notice of 
its availability free of charge in moderate 
quantities was sent to all state library com- 
missions. Requests for between 1500 and 
2000 copies were received and filled. 

2. At the urgent request of the com- 
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mittee, the A.L.A. office and Mr. Dooley 
in particular made arrangements for a col- 
lege graduate student working on a W.P.A. 
project basis to compile a complete digest of 
all existing laws in the United States and 
Canada on the direct subject of librarians’ 
pensions or laws indirectly affecting such 
pensions. This report is still in process of 
compilation and the committee has urged 
that when completed it be printed for gen- 
eral distribution. There have been many 
urgent calls during the year from librarians 
all over the country for just such basic 
information. 

The two fairly recent increases in rates 
for the A.L.A. Annuity Plan made the 
committee feel that this year was not the 
time for a campaign for promoting the plan. 

A number of letters received during the 
year by the committee and by the A.L.A. 
office have convinced the committee that the 
question of a broader group insurance plan 
for librarians, to include life, accident, 
health, hospital, and other insurance should 
be seriously considered. 

While only one letter has reached the 
committee during the year in regard to the 
inclusion of librarians in the Federal Social 
Security Act, the committee feels decidedly 
that this is still an open question which 
should not be ignored. It is now two years 
since a questionnaire sent out from the 
A.L.A. office in 1939 revealed, it will be 
recalled, that about 50 per cent of librarians 
were for such inclusion and about 50 per 
cent against. 

The committee 
recommendations: 

1. That the digest of laws affecting li- 
brarians’ pensions now in process of com- 
pilation at the A.L.A. office be printed as 
soon as it is completed and given a wide 
distribution among librarians. 

2. That a program be planned for 1941- 
42 to arouse interest and promote the 
A.L.A. Annuity Plan, especially on a con- 
tributory basis. 

3. That a thorough study of group insur- 
ance plans applicable to librarians, other 
than annuities and pensions, be instigated, 
to include life, accident, health, hospital, 
and other insurance. 


offers the following 
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4. That inquiry be made from time to 
time as to the status of the movement to 
include librarians in the pension provisions 
of the Federal Social Security Act and 
reports be made as to the advisability of 
librarians working for such inclusion and 
as to what the advantages would be to 
librarians if so included. 

Members of the committee were: Mar- 
jorie M. Helm, L. H. Kirkpatrick, Martha 
B. Merrell, Edward G. Freehafer, Win- 
fred Jones, Annie I. Hume. 

ETHEL CLELAND, Chairman 


ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES 
No report. 
AvupbI0-VISUAL 


No report. 


AWARDS, JURY ON 


The jury’s report appeared in the Pro- 
ceedings issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin 35: 
23-24, 37-38, Sept. 1941. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Bibliographical manual. The writing of 
this manual was assigned tentatively by a 
former committee, but the author selected 
has been unable because of the pressure of 
other duties to continue. The present com- 
mittee in reconsidering the need for such a 
manual has reached the decision that it 
should be elementary in character, with 
selected examples illustrating the various 
techniques and methods of bibliographical 
research, rather than a _ comprehensive 
treatise. It is to be designed for college 
students as well as library school students. 

It is recommended that the incoming 
committee prepare a questionnaire in order 
to get suggestions as to need, scope, and 
contents from a selected list of library 
schools, college, university, and public li- 
braries. 

Bibliographies in progress. The com- 
mittee is engaged in working out a pro- 
cedure whereby reports of bibliographies in 
progress may be gathered and published in 
College and Research Libraries. In report- 
ing projects, the committee wishes to thank 


the Bibliographical Society of America for 
its continued cooperation. 

Bibliographical needs. The committee 
wishes to gather information about needed 
bibliographies, and about what standard 
bibliographical reference books and bibliog- 
raphies have lapsed and should be brought 
up to date. Suggestions from the membership 
of A.L.A. are welcomed. Such information 
will be considered and recommendations 
made. 

The following needs have been suggested 
by a member of the committee: 

a) A comprehensive bibliography of 
national and trade bibliographies, world- 
wide in scope. 

b) A bibliography of bibliographies, an- 
notated and critical, for the United States, 
state, municipal, county, and foreign public 
documents. 

c) Complete and descriptive bibliography 
of all the yearbooks, blue books, annuals, 
and handbooks of all the governments, 
states, provinces, and counties of the entire 
world. 

d) Complete bibliography of all im- 
portant annuals. 

Art bibliography. A critical bibliography 
of illustrated books on art, in the opinion 
of the committee, is too large a project. 
The committee has under consideration the 
desirability and possibility of compilation of 
a series of bibliographies of monographic 
and periodical literature on _ individual 
artists. 

Cooperation with W.P.A. and Historical 
Records Project. ‘The committee expresses 
its willingness to continue cooperation with 
the W.P.A. and Historical Records Proj- 
ects and to transmit to the proper authori- 
ties suggestions from members of the A.L.A. 
as to bibliographical needs, forms, and 
procedures. 

The following bibliographical projects 
have been reported to and endorsed by the 
committee: 

“Literature of Spain and Spanish Ameri- 
ca; a Bibliography,” by Raymond L. Gris- 
mer, associate professor, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis. 

The first two volumes, letter “A,” of a 
work to be entitled, “A New Bibliography 
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of the Literatures of Spain and Spanish 
America,” have been published. This work 
contains many studies on anthropology, 
archeology, art, economics, education, folk- 
lore, geography, history, law, music, 
philosophy, and other similar subjects. All 
works written by Spanish or Spanish 
American writers are included, and all 
studies about these men and their works, 
in so far as the information has been avail- 
able. Books, periodical articles, homage 
volumes, etc., are listed. 

“Byron Concordance,” by John Albert 
Sanford, University of Minnesota, Minne- 
apolis. 

Using the Cambridge Byron edited by 
Paul Elmer More, Dr. Sanford is compiling 
a concordance to Byron’s complete poetical 
works, including the tales, dramas, and 
fugitive pieces. The finished work will con- 
tain over twenty thousand different words, 
and an exhaustive index. 

“Shaker Bibliography,” by Esther C. 
Winter, Grosvenor Library, Buffalo, and 
Estella T. Weeks, Yonkers, N.Y. 

This bibliography will include manu- 
scripts as well as printed materials, and 
will be a complete listing of Shaker publica- 
tions. Shaker material in various collections 
is to be included. Much new material will 
be added to that listed in the McLean 
bibliography, published in 1905. 

Committee members are: Louise Farrow 
Barr, William H. Carlson, Gilbert H. 
Doane, Julian S. Fowler, Mildred E. Ross, 
Marie Tremaine, Henry Bartlett Van 
Hoesen, Frank K. Walter, and Jerome K. 
Wilcox. 


LELAND R. SmiTH, Chairman 


BLIND, WorRK WITH 


During the past year the committee has 
continued work on the writing of a “Hand- 
book on Library Work with the Blind.” 
About two thirds of the first draft has been 
completed, and we hope that the work of 
revision can be undertaken during the next 
year. An historical sketch of library work 
with the blind in the United States, based 
on material submitted by libraries for the 
blind, has been written and will be included 


/ 


in the handbook. A collection of federal 
laws relating to library work with the blind 
has been compiled and will form one of the 
appendices to the book. 

On June 6, 1940 Congress passed a law 
(Public No. 562) authorizing the appropria- 
tion of $350,000 a year for books and talk- 
ing books for the adult blind. This law 
amended an act approved April 23, 1937 
authorizing an annual appropriation of 
$275,000 for such purposes—$100,000 for 
books in raised types, and $175,000 for 
talking books. According to Public No. 562 
the increase of $75,000 in the total amount 
authorized is to be spent for talking books. 
Only $50,000 of the increase was made 
available during the year 1940-41, but the 
additional money made a very noticeable 
difference in the number of talking book 
titles received during the year as compared 
with the number received in previous years. 

Members of the committee were: Marion 
Lawrence, Mary J. Heenan, Roberta A. 
Griffith, and Louise C. Roberts. 

Carot I. Atperson, Chairman 


BoARDS 


See Adult Education, pages 559-65; Chil- 
dren and Young People, Library Service to, 
pages 574-79; Education for Librarianship, 
pages 554-58; Library Extension, pages 546- 
53; Resources of American Libraries, pages 


571-73; Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, pages 
566-70. 


BoarRDs AND COMMITTEES 


The report of the committee is printed 
in the Proceedings issue of the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin 35:31-37, Sept. 1941. 


BooKBINDING 


Ever since its organization in 1925 the 
Bookbinding Committee has constantly 
aided librarians on binding problems. In 
recent years it has worked in close coopera- 
tion with the binding industry to improve 
bookbinding standards, to maintain fair 
practices, and to give librarians honest 
values in bookbinding. 

While not overlooking this aspect of the 
work or minimizing its continued im- 
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portance, the committee believes that if 
libraries are to be served to the best advan- 
tage, the work of the committee should be 
extended, planned, and given greater con- 
tinuity. 

In keeping with this idea the committee 
concentrated its attention during the year 
upon the following problems: 

1. The dissemination of information to 
libraries everywhere on the importance of 
good binding and the means of getting it. 

2. The formulation of a long-range pro- 
gram of planning in the light of the needs 
and problems as the committee understands 
them. 

3. The provision of continuity so that the 
future committee can more profitably take 
over and carry on. 

4. Means of implementing the above 
program. 

A full statement of this program as 
tentatively formulated was published in the 
March 1, 1941 issue of the Library Journal. 

No efforts were made this year to set up 
machinery for its realization. It was be- 
lieved that further study should be given 
to some of the problems involved and that 
the implementation of the program should 
not be attempted until next year. 

Numerous requests were received this 
year by the committee for information on 
certified and noncertified binders and on 
binding costs. These queries would seem 
to indicate a growing interest in good bind- 
ing and its importance to the library. 

A general article on binding costs, pre- 
pared especially for the guidance of li- 
brarians, was published in the May 15, 1940 
number of the Library Journal. 

At the Boston Conference a bookbinding 
clinic was held by the committee in coopera- 
tion with the Library Binding Institute. 
Books in various stages of wear and tear 
were shown, analyzed, and discussed, and 
brief talks given by bookbinding authorities 
and by .members of the committee, an 
account of which may be found in the 
Proceedings (A.L.A. Bulletin 35:96-99, 
Sept. 1941). 

Members of the committee were: Thomas 
P. Ayer, Frieda Pauline Boessel, Christine 
E. Evarts, Alexander Galt, Anna V. Jen- 


nings, Claire K. Knox, Carroll F. Reynolds, 
and William R. Thurman. 
Lee F. ZIMMERMAN, Chairman 


Book BuyING 


The members of the Book Buying Com- 
mittee agreed to act upon the suggestion 
made to the committee last year by President 
Munn and Mr. Milam for an investigation 
of cooperative library book purchasing. 
The matter was placed in the hands of 
a subcommittee consisting of Raymond H. 
Shove (chairman), Adaline Bernstein, and 
Alice Helen Palo. Particular attention has 
been given to the Library Book Cooperative 
in New York City and Mr. Shove has 
visited its offices to obtain firsthand infor- 
mation. The subcommittee will continue its 
work next year and a full report of the in- 
vestigation will be made later. There is 
evidence that the results will be of interest 
and significance. 

Other specific matters handled by the 
Book Buying Committee include: 


(1) The correction of a misunderstand- 
ing concerning the position of the A.L.A. in 
advocating large discounts to libraries from 
dealers while allowing only 10 per cent 
discount on its own publications. 

(2) Examination of the yearbook issued 
by J. A. Richards, Inc., as a supplement to 
Richards Topical Encyclopedia in its rela- 
tion to the New International Yearbook. 
The two were found to be identical, but 
the publishers assured the committee that 
there was no intent to mislead purchasers 
and that libraries could return the yearbook 
for credit if they had purchased it under 
false impression. 

(3) Investigation of the existence of 
contractual agreements between the pub- 
lishers of the same book in the United States 
and Canada or the United States and Eng- 
land that would require libraries in this 
country to buy the United States copy- 
righted edition, Canadian libraries the 
Canadian edition, and English libraries the 
English edition. It was found that libraries 
are under no obligation, except as dictated 
by loyalty and convenience, to buy the edi- 
tion copyrighted in their own country. 
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The chairman of the committee and the 
Executive Secretary of the Association 
agreed that the committee might well study 
the problem of exchange of duplicates be- 
tween libraries. The first steps in such a 
study have already been made. 

The chairman of the committee attended 
one meeting of the Special Committee on 
Relations with Publishers in New York as 
an ex officio member. 

The members of the Book Buying Com- 
mittee for the year 1940-41 were: Leta E. 
Adams, Adaline Bernstein, Theodora R. 
Brewitt, Dorothea Dawson, Pauline Mills 
McCauley, Alice Helen Palo, Sarah J. 
Schenck, and Raymond H. Shove. 

Joun J. Lunp, Chairman 


Book Post 


The Book Post Committee was appointed 
in the spring of 1940 at the suggestion of 
the Executive Board for the purpose of 
“cooperating with the National Committee 
to Abolish Postal Discrimination against 
Books and with other educational agencies, 
(1) to secure a more liberal interpretation 
of the term ‘book’ so as to admit to the 
new rate bibliographies, indexes, and other 
tools for research and study; and (2) to 
gather information and to secure the back- 
ing of educational groups in whatever effort 
may be made to make the reduced rate on 
books permanent through legislation.” 

The committee consists of: Francis R. St. 
John, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
chairman; Sarah B. Askew, State Public 
Library Commission, Trenton, N.J.; Le- 
Roy C. Merritt, Graduate Library School, 
University of Chicago; David H. Clift, 
Columbia University Library, New York 
City; and Louise Savage, University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville. 

During the year we have worked very 
closely with Morris Ernst, who is counsel 
for the National Committee to Abolish 
Postal Discrimination against Books. 
Through the efforts of this committee bills 
have been introduced into the Senate (337) 
and into the House of Representatives 
(4103), both worded almost identically, to 
continue the postage rate at 13¢. 

One of the greatest difficulties that li- 
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brarians had in the interpretation of the 
Post Office Department was the exclusion 
of bibliographical and reference material. 
This, and also the exclusion of work books, 
were the two exceptions to the general rule 
that the Post Office Department had been 
adamant about. It was the opinion of Nel- 
son Wentzel, chief of the Classification Di- 
vision of the Post Office Department, that 
lists of books with publishers and prices 
constituted advertising and that advertising 
material of this sort could not be sent 
through at the preferential rate. 

Mr. Milam and the chairman of this 
committee met with Roy North, Third 
Assistant Postmaster General, and made a 
special plea for the inclusion of bibliog- 
raphies, either as an amendment to one of 
the bills as proposed or through action by 
the Post Office Department themselves. 
Mr. Wentzel promised to be as liberal as 
possible in interpreting this question, but 
showed us a desk piled high with “horrible 
examples” which had come through under 
the guise of books. Some manufacturers 
wanted to send playing cards with verses 
written on the backs of them saying that 
since they had printing they should be 
classed as books. Others were sending 
through straight advertising as books be- 
cause it was so much cheaper to distribute. 
All of this, of course, will harm the case of 
bibliographies by libraries. 

Carl T. Curtis, of the Fourth District of 
Nebraska, introduced early in May House 
Resolution No. 4382, which proposed to 
amend the bills mentioned above to include 
reading material with blank spaces for stu- 
dents’ notes, which of course means the 
inclusion of work books. 

It was hoped that the bill for permanent 
lower book post rate would become a law 
before the A.L.A. meeting in Boston. The 
bill, introduced by Senator James Mead of 
New York, had been held up an excep- 
tionally long time in the Post Office and 
Post Roads Committee of the Senate be- 
cause of the illness of the chairman of this 
committee, Senator Kenneth McKellar. 
The Senate committee finally met and held 
public hearings and the bill was passed in 
the Senate itself and went on to the House 
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of Representatives for action there. Here 
again public hearings were held, but not 
soon enough so that action could be taken 
on the bill before the deadline, June 30, 
1941. President Roosevelt signed another 
proclamation to extend the book post for 
another ninety days to give time for proper 
Congressional action. 

Representatives of various educational 
organizations, publishers, and _ representa- 
tives of our committee were present at the 
public hearings in both the Senate and 
House of Representatives, to point out the 
value to libraries and educational institu- 
tions of this book post rate. We tried also 
to show the committee the importance to 
libraries of bibliographies and _ reference 
books, many of which had been excluded by 
rule of the Post Office Department. At the 
present time the bill has not been reported 
out by the Post Office and Post Roads Com- 
mittee of the House, but we expect action 
in the next few days. 

Librarians from all over the country have 
responded nobly to requests, first, for exact 
information regarding the benefits to their 
libraries and communities of the book post 
bill, and later they were asked to send 
letters to their representatives and sen- 
ators, urging its passage. From all we can 
find out the steady stream of these letters 
which poured into Washington had a very 
definite effect. Many of the senders re- 
ceived answers from their congressmen, 
which clearly showed that these men felt 
that the main justification for this reduced 
postage rate was in the interest of general 
public education. If the bill is passed, all 
concerned will be willing to admit that it 
was largely due to the prompt and thought- 
ful action of individual librarians through- 
out the country. 

Francis R. St. JoHN, Chairman 


Books FOR DEVASTATED LIBRARIES 
IN War AREAS 

See Devastated Libraries Committee. 

CANADIAN LIBRARY CONSULTANTS 

No report. 

CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION 

Owing to the reorganization of the 


A.L.A. the life of this committee as an 
independent unit came to an end at the 
Boston Conference. Hereafter, the work 
will be handled by two committees of the 
new Division of Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion. 

During the year the committee has been 
called upon to criticize several manuscripts, 
to give advice about projected publications, 
and to handle miscellaneous questions re- 
garding cataloging and classification. 

The following manuscripts were ex- 
amined by subcommittees appointed by the 
chairman: 

1. The A.L.A. filing code; 2. A handbook 
of church organization by Julia Pettee; and 
3. Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Y earbook. 

The yearbook, after being submitted to 
revision according to the suggestions of the 
subcommittee, has been accepted for publi- 
cation and at the present moment is no 
doubt available for purchase. 

The committee was asked to give advice 
about three other manuscripts which, it is 
hoped, will be ready for criticism before 
long: the translation of the Vatican Norme, 
a list of theological and religious headings 
being compiled by Julia Pettee, and a pro- 
posed pamphlet by Mrs. Eugene R. Martini 
on the cataloging of photographs and slides. 

Last fall two members of the staff of 
Temple University Library submitted to 
Mr. Milam a suggestion for founding a 
journal at the Library of Congress, which 
would present news of current events re- 
lating particularly to cataloging and classi- 
fication activities at that institution. It was 
the hope of the originators of this proposal 
that this initial suggestion concerning tech- 
nical matters might be expanded later so 
that a journal of general library interest 
might result. Many members of the com- 
mittee, when they were circularized, ex- 
pressed the same wish. A digest of the 
opinions of the committee was forwarded 
to Mr. MacLeish, who sent a letter of 
appreciation, with the statement that 


further action would have to await the 
establishment at the Library of Congress 
of the proposed Division of Library Co- 
operation. 

In reply to a request from an individual 
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library the question of issuing title pages 
and indexes for discontinued series of the 
League of Nations publications was investi- 
gated by a subcommittee. The final con- 
clusion was reached that the most logical 
place for such work to be undertaken was 
Princeton University. 

A recommendation that standard spelling 
should be employed for future editions of 
the Dewey Decimal Classification was for- 
warded to Mr. Haykin of the Library of 
Congress. This resolution was signed for 
the committee by two members who con- 
stituted a special subcommittee. 

At the final meeting of the committee, on 
June 22, in Boston, it was voted that the 
following resolutions be passed on to its 
successors: 

1. That higher standards be set for the 
yearbook in the future, and that next year’s 
publication be prepared promptly. 

2. That, since a manual on the cataloging 
of rare books is much needed, the new 
Committee on Publications be asked to 
study the possibilities for such a project and 
to survey the field for someone with suit- 
able qualifications for undertaking the 
writing. Also, that the new committee try 
to gain access to the material already 
gathered by Mrs. Marie Christmas, whose 
recent death has made impossible the com- 
pletion of a similar project. 

3. That a list of special studies and theses 
projected and in progress at the various li- 
brary schools be made a regular feature of 
the yearbook, with annual reports on the 
status of such undertakings as are not 
completed within the year following their 
first mention. 

4. That, inasmuch as the composition of 
a manual on the Library of Congress Classi- 
fication has been abandoned by the person 
who originally undertook the task, the new 
Committee on Publications make definite 
plans for the writing of such a text. 

5. That the Board of Directors of the 
Division of Cataloging and Classification 
discuss the question of union catalog sur- 
veys, which are usually initiated by non- 
catalogers, and in which catalogers should 
be asked to participate. That the board 
consider especially some means of eliminat- 
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ing the overlapping of work which has re- 
sulted when surveys have been carried on 
in neighboring areas. 

Members of the 1940-41 committee were: 
Helen T. Coffin, Irene M. Doyle, Colman 
J. Farrell, Lucy B. Foote, Rudolph H. 
Gjelsness, Jeannette M. Hitchcock, Miriam 
C. Maloy, Lucile M. Morsch, Jens Ny- 
holm, Andrew D. Osborne, Aimée M. 
Peters, Miss Clyde E. Pettus, Eloise Rue, 
Velma Ruth Shaffer, and Freda F. Waldon. 

Harriet D. MaAcPuerson, Chairman 


CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE, Boarp 
oN Liprary SERVICE TO 


See pages 574-79. 
CITATION FOR TRUSTEES, JURY ON 


The report of the jury is included in the 
Proceedings issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin 
35:24-25, Sept. 1941. 


Cit1zEN INTEREST, CORRELATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF 


This special committee was created by 
the Executive Board in October, 1940, fol- 
lowing a discussion of the subject. Appoint- 
ments were made, according to Executive 
Board action, to represent the several 
groups concerned, and were completed in 
December: Tommie Dora Barker, chair- 
man, for the Library Extension Board; 
Loleta Dawson Fyan, for the Joint Com- 
mittee on Library Action; Ruth E. Ham- 
mond, for the Public Relations Committee; 
Mrs. George H. Knaus, for the Trustees 
Section; Clarence E. Sherman, for the 
Friends of Libraries Committee. Julia 
Wright Merrill, chief of the Public Library 
Division, was designated as secretary. 

In the six months since, the committee has 
held two meetings, at the Midwinter and 
Boston conferences. It is preparing a 
statement to present to Council sometime 
in 1941-42. 

Tommiz Dora Barker, Chairman 


Cope or ETHICS 
No report. 


CoMMITTEES 
See Boards and Committees Committee. 
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CONSTITUTION AND By-Laws 


The report of the committee is printed in 
the Proceedings issue of the 4.L.A. Bulletin 
35:26-27, Sept. 1941. 


DEVASTATED LIBRARIES 


The Committee on Devastated Libraries 
was appointed by President Culver and the 
Executive Board in December, 1940, “to 
explore further the extent of the need for 
aid and the means to be employed in re- 
habilitating devastated libraries in war 
areas.” 

The committee began its work by cor- 
responding with a number of American 
learned societies to determine whether it 
would be feasible to form a joint committee 
made up of representatives from several 
learned societies. While most of the so- 
cieties expressed interest in aiding devastated 
libraries, very few favored the creation of a 
joint committee. It was therefore decided 
that the Committee on Devastated Libraries 
should continue its work as a special A.L.A. 
committee, calling upon the learned societies 
for assistance whenever advisable. 

Realizing that one of the most serious 
problems faced by libraries in war areas is 
the filling of gaps in sets of journals and 
transactions of learned societies, the com- 
mittee devoted special attention to this phase 
of its work. On June 20 the Rockefeller 
Foundation made a grant of $50,000 to the 
A.L.A. to enable the committee to purchase 
or microfilm copies of current periodicals 
that may be needed by institutions in Europe 
and Asia, the grant to be used between 
June 20, 1941 and January 20, 1942. 
Wayne M. Hartwell of Swarthmore Col- 
lege Library was made executive assistant 
to the committee for this project and began 
his work at the University of Rochester on 
July 1. 

The committee has been engaged in 
gathering information about the damage to 
libraries in Europe and Asia. Reports have 
been received from several sources, the 
greatest number having come from the 
British Ministry of Information. The ma- 
terial has been used in the preparation of an 
article for the A.L.A. Bulletin, and in 
answering questions about the destruction 


of libraries. Its greatest use will come 
when it is possible to distribute books to 
devastated libraries. 

The possibility of having a campaign to 
collect books which might be sent to dey- 
astated libraries has been very seriously 
considered by the committee. At its meeting 
on June 23 the committee drafted the fol- 
lowing recommendations to the defense ac- 
tivities committee and the Executive Board: 

1. That the American Library Associa- 
tion should conduct a campaign for the col- 
lection of books and periodicals to be used 
for various purposes, including the rehabili- 
tation of devastated libraries. 

2. If such a campaign is not conducted at 
once, detailed announcement of the inten- 
tion of the A.L.A. to have such a campaign 
at a later date should be made at once. 

3. In any event, plans for such a cam- 
paign should be formulated as soon as 
possible, to be used when the proper time 
for the campaign has been determined. 

Members of the committee were: Flora 
B. Ludington and William Warner Bishop. 

JoHN R. Russet, Chairman 


DIVISIONAL RELATIONS 


No report. 
EDITORIAL 
See pages 584-94. 


EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 
See pages 554-58. 


EDUCATIONAL FILMS AND LIBRARIES, 
Joint COMMITTEE ON 


Although educational films have been rec- 
ognized by librarians and other educators 
as important educational materials it con- 
tinues to be true that in many communities 
films of this type are comparatively little 
known or if known are not readily avail- 
able. This situation is particularly true for 
community adult groups. The American 


Library Association through its Audio- 
Visual Committee, and the Visual Methods 
Committee which preceded it, has been con- 
cerned with the responsibility which libraries 
are taking or can take to help meet com- 
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munity educational motion picture film 
needs. A summary of the existing situation 
was made by the present committee chair- 
man in the March, 1940, 4.L.A. Bulletin 
(34:169-73, 217) under the title, “Libraries 
and Educational Films.” This article out- 
lined the need for information about the 
experience of libraries in supplying some 
phase of film service to their communities 
and a consideration of the directions in 
which libraries might most effectively aid in 
making films available. 

In consequence, the A.L.A. requested and 
received from the Rockefeller Foundation 
in April, 1940 a grant of $5500. The re- 
quest for the grant proposed creation of a 
committee on educational films and libraries 
and representation in its membership of the 
American Film Center, the Association of 
School Film Libraries, the Motion Picture 
Project of the American Council on Educa- 
tion, and the A.L.A. The duties of the 
committee were stated as follows: “To en- 
courage library experimentation in the han- 
dling of educational films, especially in pub- 
lic libraries, but also in school, college, and 
other libraries; to cooperate with such 
libraries and to facilitate the exchange of 
information between them; to devise uni- 
form methods for recording the experience 
and to encourage their use; and to report 
from time to time on the experiments.” A 
further proposal was that under the joint 
committee a study be made by a librarian 
investigator of present film handling and 
use by libraries, of need for further library 
effort in this area, and of the ways in which 
libraries can cooperate with and effectively 
implement existing state and other film 
lending libraries. 

The committee was appointed, as pro- 
posed, to represent the four groups sug- 
gested. Meetings of the committee were 
held in New York on April 29-30, 1940; in 
Cincinnati during the A.L.A. conference on 
May 29, 1940; in New York on December 
13, 1940; and in Atlantic City on May 8 
and 9, 1941. 


Study of Educational Films and Libraries 


The major activity of the committee has 
been the planning and direction of a study 
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of the responsibilities which libraries have 
or may have in the handling and use of edu- 
cational films. Gerald D. McDonald of the 
New York Public Library staff was secured 
as investigator for the committee and during 
a seven-months total leave from the library 
has surveyed what literature there is in the 
field, made trips to libraries handling films 
and to several state and commercial educa- 
tional film distribution centers, and prepared 
a report for publication by A.L.A. in the 
fall of 1941, 

The committee gratefully acknowledges 
the courtesy and cooperation of the New 
York Public Library in granting leave to 
Mr. McDonald to carry on the study. 

The report, after briefly reviewing the 
library’s role in the community’s educational 
program and describing the present varia- 
tion in the accessibility of films, discusses 
several phases of film service in which dif- 
ferent libraries are or might be taking re- 
sponsibility when local situations make it 
desirable. It discusses factors involved in 
the establishment of a local film library 
service and gives information on the care 
and handling of films. 


Stimulation of Library Use of Film 


Mr. McDonald’s work in the preparation 
of this report has served to further another 
committee objective, the exchange of infor- 
mation about experiences of libraries in the 
use of educational films. His field trips 
provided one means of encouraging librar- 
ians to consider the relation of films to 
other library services. In addition to per- 
sonal conferences, he prepared an article for 
Visual Review 1941 on “Libraries and the 
Educational Film,” and discussed the sub- 
ject at meetings and with many individuals. 

Stimulation of library thinking about edu- 
cational films was one of the objectives of 
an open meeting of the committee held dur- 
ing the May, 1940, A.L.A. conference in 
Cincinnati. It was attended by some fifty 
librarians who discussed with the committee 
questions which were then facing their li- 
braries concerning film information, avail- 
ability, and use. 

Because of the interest evidenced at this 
meeting it was felt that at several of the 
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state library association meetings scheduled 
for the fall of 1940 there might be small 
interested groups which would welcome an 
opportunity to discuss some of the ques- 
tions raised at the Cincinnati meeting. An 
outline of questions concerning libraries and 
educational films was prepared by Mr. Mc- 
Donald for use in such discussions and was 
sent with a brief bibliography and a short 
description of the study project to officers of 
all state library associations and to state 
library agencies. Though the extent to 
which discussions were carried on was not 
reported back from the state meetings, the 
frequency and interest with which state bul- 
letins carried news of the study is a good 
indication of the increasing concern of 
libraries with this medium of communica- 
tion. 

At the Cincinnati Conference Donald 
Slesinger, a member of the committee, talked 
on “The Educational Motion Picture and 
the Library” at an adult education meeting. 
His paper was published in the August, 
1940 issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin (34:222- 
23). 

The program of one library was described 
and published at the committee’s request in 
the September 1, 1940 4.L.4. Bulletin un- 
der the title “Kalamazoo’s Work with 
Films,” by Flora B. Roberts (34:463-64). 

The inclusion of films on bibliographies 
was encouraged by the committee as an im- 
portant aid to an increase of and intelligent 
use of films. The exclusion from the book 
post rate of books and pamphlets which in- 
cluded such lists of films was deplored and 
the A.L.A. Book Post Committee was urged 
to exert every effort to have this unfortu- 
nate limitation removed. 

At the Boston A.L.A. Conference in 1941 
the report of the study made under commit- 
tee guidance was presented by Mr. Mc- 
Donald and the use of the report discussed. 
Also at that conference the committee was 
responsible for demonstration showings of 
educational motion picture films as a means 
of introducing them to librarians. 

The committee is much interested in the 
film forums project which is being carried 
on with the help of a small grant from the 
Carnegie Corporation and under the guid- 
ance of a joint committee of the A.L.A., 


the American Association of Applied Psy- 
chology, the American Film Center, and the 
American Association for Adult Education. 
It sees that project and the Film Forums 
Institute held at the 1941 A.L.A. conference 
as important demonstrations of the rela- 
tions of films to printed materials in educa- 
tional programs of libraries or of other 
educational agencies. 

Other members of the committee also 
have discussed films and libraries on a vis- 
ual education program, at a large library 
staff meeting, and before other groups. At 
A.L.A. headquarters, the adult education 
specialist and the chief of the School and 
Children’s Library Division, as well as the 
Executive Secretary, have helped to clear 
for the committee interrelations with other 
A.L.A. committees and boards whose inter- 
ests and purposes are or may be concerned 
with educational films. 

Both from the study and from the ex- 
perience of committee members it was evi- 
dent that competent service of a library in 
providing any service, from film catalogs 
to the actual exhibition of films, requires 
personnel which has had special background 
or training in this field. The need for such 
background was drawn to the attention of 
the Curriculum Revision Committee of the 
American Association of Library Schools by 
a letter from the committee in December, 
1940. 

Throughout the year the committee has 
based its thinking on the belief that in many 
communities there are numbers of oppor- 
tunities and needs which could be best 
served by the use of educational films but 
which are not so served because the films 
are not known or are not immediately avail- 
able. To provide the information, the re- 
sources, and the machinery of distribution 
necessary to promote such service will re- 
quire the closest coordination of all agen- 
cies and persons interested in the use of 
educational films. Librarians of public, 
school, and college libraries will need to 
inform themselves of all the sources of edu- 
cational films in their community, county, 
state, or region. They should become ac- 


quainted with the arrangements by which 
films may be obtained from the film-lending 
agencies and should be equipped to serve in 
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a measure as outposts of these centers or as 
liaison agents between local groups and film 
resources. When difficulty is experienced 
either in community, school, or college 
groups, in obtaining needed films, the public, 
school, or college library has the respon- 
sibility of seeking a satisfactory solution of 
the problem, probably itself becoming a local 
distribution center for films. 

At the national level many follow-up re- 
sponsibilities appear on the horizon for the 
A.L.A. and its committees interested in edu- 
cational films. The McDonald report will 
have great value as a study, not only of the 
rapidly increasing importance of educational 
films to libraries but of ways of dovetailing 
film service into existing library procedures. 
This book should be brought vigorously to 
the attention of librarians, not only by the 
usual means of reviews and advertising but 
also by talks and discussion at conferences. 

Watchful planning is needed to see that 
librarians are informed of and encouraged 
to attend various regional and national con- 
ferences on educational films and that the 
library’s concerns and interests are rep- 
resented in these conferences, whether they 
be conventions of visual education practi- 
tioners solely, or section meetings devoted 
to educational films in educational confer- 
ences. 

Further exploration must be made into 
ways of training librarians or others who 
are to use films in an effective educational 
program through any type of library. This 
may be done by experimenting with addi- 
tions to or insertions in the curricula of 
library schools, special institutes, or in- 
service training schemes, supervised reading 
courses, traveling fellowships, or enrolment 
in part-time university courses in visual edu- 
cation. 

Continuing cooperation with the various 
film-listing agencies, such as the H. W. 
Wilson Co., will be required in order to 
increase the use of these aids in libraries 
and to encourage these agencies to give ade- 
quate consideration to factors important to 
libraries which will use their services. 
There must be persevering effort to amal- 
gamate the listing of selected printed matter 
with audio-visual aids for educational pur- 
poses, in bibliographies, reading lists, and 


book selection guides. There must be 
watchful negotiation with producers of vis- 
ual equipment to shape it to library re- 
quirements and budgets as well as to those 
of other users in the field of education. 

Finally, the current experiments with film 
forums in libraries should be aided and ex- 
amined with a view to finding a solution of 
what is perhaps the most difficult as well as 
the most important problem for librarians 
working in this field—that of linking films 
effectively to reading matter; and of relating 
both of these materials to such educational 
techniques as discussion and lectures, so that 
each supplements the other and jointly they 
make possible a more complete and effective 
educational experience. 

Committee members: George Freedley, 
Mrs. Aubry Lee Graham, Charles F. 
Hoban, Jr., Marguerite Kirk, Eleanor 
Mitchell, Donald Slesinger, and J. C. Ward- 


law. 
Mary U. Roturock, Chairman 


ELECTION 


The committee’s report is included in the 
Proceedings issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin 
35:27, Sept. 1941. 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 


The committee has followed several lines 
of action in the rapidly changing scene in 
Washington. 

Authorization for effort to secure emer- 
gency federal aid was requested and granted 
by the Executive Board (pending Council 
action) at a meeting October 7-9, 1940 in 
the following resolution: 

The Executive Board authorizes the 
Federal Relations Committee to recom- 
mend to the appropriate officials the 
inclusion of adequate provision, through 
legislation or interpretation, for library 
service in connection with any federal aid 
for education which may be proposed. 

At the Midwinter Conference the Coun- 
cil voted to authorize the committee: 

1. To recommend to the appropriate 
officials interpretations or rulings permit- 
ing emergency federal appropriations for 
education to be spent for library service; 
2. To seek in future federal emergency edu- 
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cation bills or appropriations the inclusion 
of specific provisions for library service; and 
3. To seek direct federal emergency appro- 
priations for libraries through separate legis- 
lation if opportunity offers. 

Study of Public Library Services and 
Needs in National Defense. The need of 
a study of the special services of public 
libraries in national defense was recognized 
at a committee meeting in September, 1940, 
and preliminary plans made. Later, the 
project was included among a _ number 
sponsored by the Committee on National 
Defense Activities and Libraries and fi- 
nanced in part from a foundation grant. 
Questionnaires were set up through co- 
operative effort of the Detroit and Minne- 
apolis libraries, of E. W. McDiarmid, and 
of the A.L.A. Public Library Division staff, 
and returns were compiled by R. Russell 
Munn, and analyzed in two articles, “Public 
Library Resources for industrial Training” 
and “Libraries and Social Problems” in the 
April and May issues of the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin (35:211-15, 290-94). The material was 
also used as the basis for a brief on “Li- 
braries and Industrial Defense” prepared by 
Oscar C. Orman in January, and for a press 
release at the Midwinter Conference. 

Defense Training Courses and Books. 
Interpretations or rulings were secured 
from the Commissioner of Education per- 
mitting expenditure for books from the 
several special federal appropriations for 
defense training in vocational schools, in 
engineering colleges, and in special voca- 
tional courses for out-of-school and rural 
youth. Such expenditures must, however, 
be requested by the local school authorities 
and approved by state and federal officials, 
and must stand competition with other 
needs, as for machines and equipment. (See 
“Books for Vocational Training” by M. L. 
Batchelder, 4.L.A. Bulletin 34:669, Dec. 
1940. ) 

Proposed Special Appropriation for De- 
fense Services of Public Libraries. The 
Office of Education project for a special 
appropriation for defense services of public 
libraries grew out of conferences in Janu- 
ary between the President, Executive Secre- 
tary, and the Federal Relations Chairman 


of the A.L.A. and the Commissioner and 
Assistant Commissioner of Education. It 
was agreed that a special appropriation 
would be more satisfactory than interpreta- 
tions permitting use of defense training 
funds for libraries; that concrete, statistical 
evidence of the need must be compiled before 
funds could be requested; that the Office 
of Education would undertake the collection 
through questionnaires to the state library 
agencies; that the A.L.A. would cooperate 
by lending Julia Wright Merrill to the 
Library Service Division. 

This compilation was put through as 
rapidly as possible. Findings were reviewed 
March 10 and 11 by an Advisory Com- 
mittee to the U.S. Office of Education on 
Public Library Service, composed of Charles 
H. Brown, Essae M. Culver, Carleton B. 
Joeckel, Archibald MacLeish, Carl H. 
Milam, Mary U. Rothrock, Forrest B. 
Spaulding, and Carl Vitz. 

Recommendations made to the commis- 
sioner and accepted by him called for a 
special appropriation for defense needs of 
libraries, in two parts: (1) For public li- 
brary service in defense areas, and (2) For 
library service to defense workers else- 
where. 

The Commissioner of Education early in 
April transmitted to the next higher 
authority, the Federal Security Agency, a 
request for a special library appropriation 
of $2,750,000. This item was included with 
the estimates of some special appropriations 
required for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1941, for such defense activities as voca- 
tional training for defense industries, engi- 
neering defense training, N.Y.A. vocational 
defense courses, and rural youth training. 
After due consideration in the Federal Se- 
curity Agency, these were transmitted to 
the Bureau of the Budget, which called 
before it the government officials concerned 
but no outside witnesses. It did not approve 
the library items. One significant question 
asked was whether there was legal authori- 
zation for federal appropriations for li- 
braries. 

The defense training items, which were 
approved by the U.S. Bureau of the Budget 
were transmitted to the Congress, and were 
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added to the regular Office of Education 
budget request which became a part of H.R. 
4926, the Appropriation Bill for the De- 
partment of Labor, the Federal Security 
Agency, and related independent agencies, 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1942. 
Librarians and others interested in the li- 
brary problems made efforts to have the 
library item inserted by the appropriation 
subcommittees and later by amendment 
from the floor of the House and the Senate. 
The bill moved too rapidly, however, and 
both efforts were unsuccessful. 

The Federal Relations Committee, 
throughout these months, watched develop- 
ments in Washington and kept librarians 
informed. Considerable interest was built 
up among senators and representatives by 
letters and telegrams from _ librarians, 
trustees, and public officials, telling of the 
overwhelming demands on libraries due to 
the defense program. The Executive Secre- 
tary visited several defense areas, and 
drafted a brief in preparation for committee 
hearings. 

Even though this project did not succeed, 
it marks a step forward in federal aid, as 
the first formal request by the Office of 
Education for an appropriation for public 
library service as part of its request budget 
for educational appropriations. The ap- 
pointment of an Advisory Committee on 
Public Library Service also seems significant. 

Coordination of Health, Welfare, Recrea- 
tion, Etc., in Federal Security Agency, and 
Lanham Bill for Community Facilities. 
The newly appointed Coordinator of 
Health, Welfare, Nutrition, Recreation, 
and Related Activities Affecting National 
Defense, Paul V. McNutt, in January 
called on various national agencies for in- 
formation as to services and problems in 
their fields. The A.L.A. welcomed the op- 
portunity to submit a statement, “Defense 
Problems in the Field of Library Service as 
Seen by the A.L.A.,” compiled by the secre- 
tary to the committee, and followed that 
with personal conferences with various 
members of his staff, and later, with Charles 
P. Taft, when he was appointed Assistant 
Coordinator of Health and Welfare. 

At hearings on the Lanham Bill, H.R. 
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3570, for additional community facilities in 
defense areas, before the House Committee 
on Public Buildings and Grounds, March 
4 and 5, library services and needs were 
presented by Mr. Taft (at the request of 
the A.L.A. and the Office of Education), by 
the Commissioner of Education, and by the 
chief of the Library Service Division, but 
the response was most unsympathetic. The 
substitute bill, H.R. 4545, as passed the 
end of June, gives priority to schools, 
waterworks, sewers, etc., with no mention 
of libraries. The only loophole is a phrase, 
“Any facility necessary for carrying on 
community life substantially expanded by 
the national defense program.” 

The 360 or so service clubs expected to 
be built in defense areas under this bill, for 
soldiers and sailors off the reservation, and 
for industrial workers and their families in 
mushroom towns, will be operated by the 
United Service Organizations with funds 
privately raised. The A.L.A. as represent- 
ing public agencies could not accept an 
invitation to join this group of private 
agencies, but is cooperating under authori- 
zation given at the Boston Conference. It 
has put on record the interest of individual 
libraries in cooperation in maintaining sta- 
tions or reading rooms. Whether libraries 
do have a part in this community service 
will depend largely on the initiative and 
resourcefulness of the individual librarian. 

Continuing Federal Aid. Because of 
pressure of defense measures Senator 
Thomas did not reintroduce in the Seventy- 
Seventh Congress the bill embodying the 
recommendations of the President’s Ad- 
visory Committee on Education for federal 
aid to schools, libraries, adult education, 


etc., which the A.L.A. had supported for 


several sessions (S. 1305 in 1939 and 
1940). His new bill, S. 1313, introduced 
for the N.E.A. Legislative Commission, 


covers aid for elementary and secondary 
education only, and makes no mention even 
of school libraries. The chairman recog- 
nized the legislative collaboration of the two 
organizations in recent years by a letter of 
support sent to the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor. Beyond that the bill 
seems outside the province of the A.L.A. 
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The Federal Relations Committee had 
made a draft of a bill for separate, con- 
tinuing federal aid for library development, 
for possible use if S. 1305 was not reintro- 
duced. By that time, however, it seemed 
evident that the Congress would give scant 
consideration to any measure _ involving 
appropriations not directly related to 
national defense. 

Other Committees. Two emergency 
matters involving federal relations have 
been handled by other committees—legisla- 
tion for continuing the reduced book post, 
and difficulties with post office officials re- 
garding publications of totalitarian foreign 
nations which are suspected of being propa- 
gandistic. These are reported elsewhere. 

Long-Time Program. The committee, the 
Executive Secretary, and the Public Library 
Division staff have followed these several 
lines with energy. Yet we cannot report 
success. Instead, we have heard congress- 
men group public libraries with moving 
picture houses and dance halls and other 
private agencies, and have been told that 
books are important but that funds for 
them could be raised privately, or that 
W.P.A. projects could take care of any 
needs. It is evident that much more must 
be done, within the states, to inform and 
interest senators and representatives in the 
educational service of the library. That is 
a responsibility of the whole membership as 
well as of this committee and its state 
representatives, and calls for sustained and 
well-organized effort, over a considerable 
period. 

Members of the executive committee 
were: Charles H. Compton, vice chairman, 
Carleton B. Joeckel, Paul A. T. Noon, and 
Carl Vitz. State representatives served for 


thirty-seven states and the District of 
Columbia. 


Forrest B. SPAULDING, Chairman 
Juuia WricHt MerriLi, Secretary 


FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 


The committee made its annual awards 
on Friday and Saturday, March 21 and 22. 
There were fifty-two applications from the 
United States whereas the year before there 


were sixty-one. Three librarians from 
Canada applied and it was possible to make 
a grant to each since no one applied a year 
ago and the money was carried over. 

The applicants and the projects were 
especially good this year, and the com- 
mittee would have been glad to make sey- 
eral times as many grants as it could with 
the limit of $4500 for the United States and 
$4200 for Canada. The decisions were 
especially difficult to reach as they involved 
a consideration of the past achievements of 
applicants, the value of the contributions to 
professional literature which were proposed, 
and the problem of developing leaders 
through further formal study. 

A report of the work of the committees 
for the whole period of the grants-in-aid 
financed by the Carnegie Corporation, 1929- 
41, is in preparation, and will be submitted 
to the Association before the end of the 
summer. It will include a_ biographical 
sketch and a personal bibliography of each 
recipient of an award. It is hoped that the 
report may be printed. 

Of the twenty-three listed in the last 
report of the committee as having not made 
final reports to the committee, three have 
changed this status: Miss Aldrich, Miss 
Ker, and Mr. Koch. Three others, how- 
ever, must be added to the list: Miss Karr, 
Mr. Cory, and Miss Stallmann. Miss Ker’s 
manuscript has just been published by the 
Library of Congress. Mr. Lane’s and Miss 
Aldrich’s manuscripts are seeking pub- 
lishers. The twenty other manuscripts have 
never been completed. It seems unfortu- 
nate that the responsibility for completing 
a job rests so lightly on such a proportion 
of the librarians who were recipients of aid 
toward a broader education. There should 
be in A.L.A. Headquarters Library at least 
one printed or manuscript work from each 
recipient of a grant. 

Final reports have been received during 
the year from Miss Ker, Mr. Koch, Mr. 
Kaiser, Mr. Brown, Mr. Stanford. Miss 
Aldrich, Mr. Tauber, and Mr. Lindquist 
have reported that their manuscripts are 
completed and the reports will be sent in 
the near future. 

The awards for the year 1941-42 follow: 
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From the United States 
Leslie Whittaker Dunlap. The growth 


of American historical societies. Columbia 
University. 

Agnes Krarup. Bibliography on family 
relations as found in books of fiction and 
biography suitable for high school libraries. 
Columbia University. 

John C. Settelmayer. A survey of the 
areas in the United States without public 
library service on the basis of the types of 
political units and the population of these 
units. . . . Suggestions of plans for the 
extension of library service to the unserved 
areas of these states (six representative 
states). University of Chicago. 

Edward Allen Wight. A study of li- 


brary finance. University of California. 


From Canada 


Gordon Gourlay. The Canadian public 
library and adult education. University of 
Michigan. (Place of study not definite) 

Dorothy Isabel Hamilton. Survey of 
university libraries in Canada. University 
of Michigan. 

Louise Riley. Cooperation between pub- 
lic libraries and school libraries in Canada. 
Columbia University. (Place of study not 
definite ) 

Members of the committee: Hugh C. 
Gourlay, Mrs. Aubry Lee Graham, Marie 
Hamilton Law, Robert A. Miller, L. Quincy 
Mumford, and Paul M. Paine. 

Francis L. D. Goopricu, Chairman 


FILM ON LIBRARIES 


The committee was set up to promote, 
and if necessary, to undertake, the prepara- 
tion of moving pictures on libraries, empha- 
sizing social values. It has not yet 
succeeded in making a film but has con- 
tinued to keep in close touch with those 
agencies which might open a way to pro- 
duction. 

Francis H. Henshaw, a member of the 
committee, has kept a record of films re- 
lating to libraries, publishing his first list in 
the 4.L.A4. Bulletin 34:174-76, 195-96, 
March, 1940. The committee has also been 
of some service in giving advice to libraries 
planning to make a film or in working out 


methods of distribution for those libraries 
that already had made a film picturing their 
services. 

Committee members are: Gretchen Jan- 
nette Garrison, Francis H. Henshaw, John 
Adams Lowe, and Mary U. Rothrock. 

Geratp D. McDona.p, Chairman 


FINANCE 


In accordance with Section 14 of the Con- 
stitution, the Finance Committee, consisting 
of John J. Lund, Jens Nyholm, and Forrest 
B. Spaulding, chairman, submits the follow- 
ing report covering the period from Nov. 1, 
1940, through May 31, 1941. (A previous 
report covering the period from Sept. 1 
through Oct. 31, 1940, was printed in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 34:718, 734-46, December, 
1940.) 

Since the approval of the estimated in- 
come for the fiscal year, the Finance Com- 
mittee has approved an estimated income 
from a grant of the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York in the amount of $17,900 for 
emergency library activities. 

We have also approved income items of 
$1500 from the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York for a meeting of the A.L.A. 
Board on Resources; $2000 from the Car- 
negie Corporation of New York for support 
of an Experimental Program of Film 
Forums; $4000 from the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation for the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America for the 
purchase of books and materials for Latin 
America. 

Your committee also engaged the services 
of the accounting firm of Peat, Marwick, 
Mitchell, and Company to audit the ac- 
counts of the American Library Association 
for the fiscal year ending Aug. 31, 1940, and 
received and filed a report from this firm 
showing all funds, accounts, income, and 
expenditures in good order. 

Forrest B. SPAULDING, Chairman 


Fire INSURANCE 


The work of the committee during the 
past year has resolved itself into the 
handling of the individual problems of li- 
brarians scattered all over the country. 
Most of these problems have had to do with 
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the methods of evaluating for insurance 
coverage, rare volumes, unusual files, and 
catalog and office records, though one or two 
of these were concerning the advisability of 
property insurance coverage on_ library 
buildings and their contents. 

It will be difficult for the committee to 
make much progress beyond serving as a 
clearing house for information until the 
problem of preparing and publishing a sum- 
mary (both general and detailed) dealing 
with insurance and its disposition in all 
forms of libraries is faced. 

The writing of this publication will be a 
dificult one since there would have to be 
some basis of uniformity developed before 
information from the individual libraries 
could be gathered together. Then, too, 
there are so few in the library profession 
who are either interested in or qualified to 
pass on this problem which has both pro- 
fessional library and business aspects. 

Members of the committee were: Leo R. 
Etzkorn, Emerson Greenaway, M. A. Hyde, 
Carrie Maude Jones, Francis J. Sullivan, 
Irma M. Walker, Alice M. Watts, and 
Goddina L. Weldon. 

Russet, J. SCHUNK, Chairman 


ForEIGN Born, WorRK WITH 


In spite of difficulties in securing books 
from abroad, requests for foreign language 
lists continued. The Booklist published 
Greek, Yiddish, Hungarian, and Armenian 
lists sponsored by the committee. Requests 
for specific titles were referred by the 
A.L.A. and passed on by the committee to 
foreign language specialists who were gen- 
erous with their time and skill. 

The round table at the Boston Confer- 
ence was held jointly with the Committee 
on Adult Education, a combination winning 
general approval. An attendance of four 
hundred and the pooling of interest in allied 
subjects are indications to consider for 
future meetings. Pending the outcome of 


this cooperative venture, no recommenda- 
tions for organization were made at the 
Boston meeting, and the study of the round 
table status is referred to the incoming 
committee. 

Members were: Jennie M. Flexner, Edith 


Wirt, Fanny Goldstein, Mrs. Maud D. 

Sullivan, Jean Thomson, Jessie F. DeShong, 

Maud I. Stull, Ann Macpherson. 
EsTHER JOHNSTON, Chairman 


FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES 


Headquarters work with the Friends of 
Libraries Committee was transferred from 
the Membership Department to the Public 
Library Division in October, 1940, when 
Mrs. Esther H. Dixon resigned to accept 
another position. The function of soliciting 
funds or memberships was then given up 
completely and the committee has func- 
tioned in the field of friends of libraries. 
The staff of the Public Library Division has 
been working with citizen library move- 
ments, trustees, and the Joint Committee for 
Library Action. It, therefore, seemed 
logical to transfer at this time the friends 
to this division where closer coordination 
and mobilization of citizen interest in li- 
braries might be accomplished. 

By action of the Council in June, 1941, 
the committee became a standing committee 
and the following new statement of func- 
tions was adopted: 

To encourage organization of citizen 
groups for the cultivation of citizen interest, 
support, and understanding of library serv- 
ices and needs. 

A number of state friends groups have 
been reported during the past year: Wash- 
ington Friends of the Libraries, Massachu- 
setts State Friends of the Libraries, and 
Rhode Island Friends of the Libraries 
committee. Several states have organized 
lay groups, either trustee or citizen organi- 
zations, whose functions and objectives are 
similar to those of the friends committees. 
Some states report that their friends groups 
work through these already organized 
channels. 

Various committee members were active 
in promoting exhibits, sponsoring groups, 
and arranging for luncheons and participat- 
ing in luncheons. Frances H. Kelly and 
Mrs. Mildred Peterson McKay arranged 
for Friends of the Library exhibits at dis- 
trict meetings; Clara B. Johnson arranged 
for a luncheon at the Nebraska Library 
Association meeting; Clarence E. Sherman 
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and Helene H. Rogers spoke at Friends of 
the Library luncheons and dinners; and 
Laura M. Everlin and Carl B. Roden were 
active in the organization of friends groups 
for their respective libraries. 

Chairman Sherman with the assistance 
of a local committee undertook the arrange- 
ments for the twelfth annual luncheon, held 
in Boston, Monday, June 23. There were 
more than 550 in attendance to hear an 
inspiring talk by President Wriston of 
Brown University. (See in Proceedings 
(A.L.A. Bulletin 35:104-05, Sept. 1941.) 

This past year the leaflet “Who and 
What Are Friends of the Library” was 
revised and rewritten and published under 
the title, “Friends of the Library, Who 
They Are, What They Are;” and the public 
library edition of the handbook was revised 
and rewritten, and a new edition issued; 
and the college and university edition of the 
handbook was reissued. 

Three news letters were sent to the com- 
mittee members, and two meetings were 
held during the year, one in connection with 
the Midwinter Conference and the second 
at Boston. 

Members of the executive committee were 
Francis H. Henshaw, Frances H. Kelly, 
John Russell Mason, Helene H. Rogers, 
and Althea H. Warren; the general com- 
mittee included one or more representatives 
from each state; and Julia Wright Merrill 
and Kathryn P. Mier of Headquarters staff 
acted as secretaries. 


CLARENCE E. SHERMAN, Chairman 


HospiITAL LIBRARIES 


Although each A.L.A. conference shows 
a larger attendance at hospital libraries 
meetings and enthusiastic interest, a notice- 
able trait of hospital librarians, there is 
still a dearth of accurate information about 
the number of libraries giving hospital 
service and the number of hospitals having 
their own librarian. 

The notices in the 4.L.4. Bulletin and 
the Library Journal drew many answers. 
The officers of the recently organized Hos- 
pital Libraries Round Table are very 
anxious to hear from all hospital librarians 
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so that more definite information is avail- 
able. 

Some states have active hospital libraries 
organizations meeting with the state library 
associations each year. It is urged that 
all states form such an association as a 
step forward in strengthening and advanc- 
ing hospital library service. It is desirable 
also that hospital libraries organizations be 
represented at the meetings of hospital 
associations. It would be of value if all 
regional and state associations sent reports 
of their meetings to the Hospital Library 
Round Table officers. 

The Hospital Book Guide which is spon- 
sored by the A.L.A. and A.H.A. Hospital 
Libraries committees has a subscription list 
of nearly five hundred and is growing health- 
ily. Mrs. Marion Hughes, the editor, hospi- 
tal librarian at Newton, Mass., gave a 
stimulating talk at one of the Boston meet- 
ings on what the Guide is, what it is trying 
to do, and how librarians can help. She said 
that constructive criticism was welcome. 

A report was made at the Boston Con- 
ference on one of the recommendations of 
the committee of ’39-'40. The question of 
books as carriers of infection is still, and 
probably will be for sometime to come, in 
an unsettled state. Although there is no 
proof: that infection has ever been carried 
by books, there is also no proof that it 
could not be. 

The other recommendation for this year’s 
study, standards for hospital librarians and 
hospital libraries, was not ready for a report 
so was carried over for another year. 

As usual a booth was maintained at the 
conference which makes a pleasant meeting 
and conference place for hospital librarians. 
All visitors register and that registry forms 
a nucleus for the information needed about 
the service. 

The breakfast meeting followed by a 
business session was attended by about 
seventy-five and the afternoon meeting at 
Massachusetts General Hospital overflowed 
its assigned place. There were about 125 
present. 

Since it was possible to get fifty signatures 
at the business session, a petition was sent 
to the A.L.A. Council asking their approval 
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for the reorganization of the Hospital Li- 
braries Standing Committee into Hospital 
Libraries Round Table. This was later 
approved by the Council and the following 
officers were elected for the next year: 
president, Gertrude M. Edwards; secre- 
tary-treasurer, Isabel DuBois. 

This gives an encouraging start toward 
the formation of a division which may be 
possible in a few years. 

Commiitee members: Francis I. Blake, 
Solveig M. Callerstrom, Isabel DuBois, 
Mrs. Marie Rainey Foley, Anna Johnson, 
Selma M. Lindem, Mrs. Mary Frank Ma- 
son, Marjorie J. Post, and Mildred Schu- 
macher. 

GERTRUDE M. Epwarps, Chairman 


IMPORTATIONS 


No report. 


INDEXING AND ABSTRACTING IN THE 
Mayor FIevps oF RESEARCH 


No report. 


INSTITUTION LIBRARIES 


No report. 


INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 


In its first year of existence the Commit- 
tee on Intellectual Freedom to Safeguard 
the Rights of Library Users to Free- 
dom of Inquiry has, of necessity, conducted 
its business by correspondence. From all 
parts of the country have come requests 
from librarians, library trustees, and in one 
instance a school superintendent, for in- 
formation as to how best to curb the activi- 
ties of individuals and minority groups 
advocating censorship of library shelves or 
the suppression of particular books. The 
number of such requests, however, has not 
been as great as was anticipated when the 
committee was formed. All such requests 
have been answered by the chairman with 
the approval of the other members of the 
committee and in some instances it has been 
learned that the weight of an A.L.A. com- 
mittee’s recommendation has been of definite 
aid to local library administrations. 

While such definite action has been taken 


only in reference to cases actually referred 
to it, the committee has anticipated other 
attempts to suppress printed material and 
has collected a large amount of information 
which it holds for later use should the need 
arise. 

Consultations have been held by the mem- 
bers of the committee with representatives 
of various groups, with civic leaders, edu- 
cators, and agents of the F.B.I. In 
general, there has been complete understand- 
ing of the purpose of the committee and a 
cordial desire to cooperate. 

Members of the committee were: Jens 
Nyholm and Hiller C. Wellman. 

Forrest B. SPAULDING, Chairman 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


The committee as a whole met at Boston 
in June and meetings of the executive com- 
mittee were held in New York in October 
and March. 

Books for Europe Project. Most of the 
committee’s activity has been concerned 
either directly or indirectly with the Books 
for Europe Project. Preliminary and prog- 
ress reports thereon will be found as fol- 
lows: A.L.A. Bulletin 33:355, May, 1939; 
“Report of a European Trip Undertaken 
during the Summer of 1939 on Behalf of 
the American Library Association and Its 
Committee on International Relations,” 
A.L.A., August 31, 1939, mimeographed; 
A.L.A. Bulletin 33:619-20, Sept. 1939; 
ibid., 34:320, May, 1940; ibid., 34:584, 
Sept. 15, 1940; and “Books Still Go to 
Europe” by Ellsworth R. Young, in 4.L.A. 
Bulletin 35:64-66, Feb. 1941. 

In spite of obvious and to some extent in- 
creasing difficulties in maintaining contact 
with European countries and in shipping 
books, the committee is happy to report that 
it was able to send during this fiscal year 
of the project (May 1, 1940 to April 30, 
1941) $17,890 worth of books to sixteen 
different countries or agencies; this was 
nearly three times the amount sent during 
the first fiscal year—but the first fiscal year 
actually included only six months of oper- 
ations. Incidentally, nearly $3700 worth 
of books were sent during May and June, 
1941. The beneficiaries of the program dur- 
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ing this past fiscal year were Australia, 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Eire, England, 
Finland, France, Greenland, Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, South Africa, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and “British Prisoners in Ger- 
many.” 

To meet the changes in international 
conditions which had taken place since the 
setting up of the project, the Rockefeller 
Foundation, at the committee’s request, 
authorized a liberalization of the program 
whereby its funds were made available for 
activities in Canada and other British pos- 
sessions and in Greenland 
Europe. 

The committee considered it wise in view 
of its limited funds, the difficulty of begin- 
ning operations with new participants, and 
the disadvantages which would result from 
spreading its efforts too thin, to limit allo- 
cations for the coming fiscal year to coun- 
tries which had already been participants. 
Funds were voted for Belgium, Canada, 
England, Finland, Greenland, Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, South Africa, Sweden, 
and Switzerland. 

In this connection and also as part of the 
report on the work of the committee, it is 
interesting to note that there came to us a 
very considerable number of requests which 
we were unable to meet because funds were 
unavailable or because the nature of the 
material desired did not fall within the 
province of the project. Among these re- 
quests may be mentioned as examples one 
from the University of Madrid for biblio- 
graphical aids destroyed in the Civil War, 
a request from the National Central 
Library at Chungking for books for 
the children’s room, one from the Manila 
Y.W.C.A., one from Gibralter, one from 
Australia for recreational books for troops 
in camp and on transports, and one from 
South Africa for books for troops. 

The Study of the Obstacles to the Flow 
of American Periodicals to Europe, which 
was expanded to include books on Latin 
America and which was referred to in the 
committee’s last report, was completed dur- 
ing the year and is available from A.L.A. 
Headquarters to anyone interested. 

Books for China. Occasional shipments 


as well as in 
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continue to be made to Hong Kong for the 
libraries of the transplanted Chinese col- 
leges and universities. Those prophets of 
gloom who foretold that aid to China was 
premature, unfeasible, quixotic, or impos- 
sible have been proved in error. Since the 
committee actively interested itself in the 
matter, over 24,500 items have been sent to 
Hong Kong. 

Refugees. On the committee’s recom- 
mendation this dificult and complex subject 
was made the responsibility of a special 
committee under Jennie M. Flexner. with 
Ruth Savord and Florence L. King as liaison 
members from the Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations. (See pages 644-46 for re- 
port of this committee. ) 

Reduction of Book Post Rates to Latin 
American Countries. The committee spent 
some time in a consideration of this question 
which was informally investigated by its 
executive assistant, Mr. Young. As a re- 
sult of its consideration the committee sug- 
gested that the question be referred to the 
Committee on Library Cooperation with 
Latin America. The new, reduced rate of 
five cents a pound to most Latin American 
countries has already brought definite, bene- 
ficial results. 

Importations of Foreign Books and Peri- 
odicals. Some members of the committee 
have been much interested in this question, 
although it is the specific province of an- 
other committee. Such expressions of prac- 
tice and opinion as have been received 
indicate a preference for importation rather 
than storage abroad. Weight is lent to this 
point of view by reason of the fact that in 
two years of operations of the Books for 
Europe Project, involving the shipment of 
$25,000 worth of books, only about $200 
worth has been lost in transit, and of this 
amount more than half has been replaced. 
It is fair to assume that there is just as much 
risk in sending material from the United 
States to Europe as in importing it from 
abroad. 

Toward the end of the year the chairman 
of the committee was in consultation with 
another member, John R. Russell, chairman 
of the Committee on Devastated Libraries. 
That committee is making plans to purchase 
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and hold certain American periodicals for 
European and Chinese libraries until the 
end of the war. 

The committee acted as one of the hosts 
of H. M. Cashmore, city librarian, Bir- 
mingham, England, at the Boston Confer- 
ence. 

During the year M. Alice Matthews and 
Géza Schiitz resigned from the committee. 

Members of the executive committee 
were: Winifred Gregory Gerould, John R. 
Russell, Ruth Savord, and Wyllis E. Wright; 
and of the advisory committee: Alice Ander- 
son, Harry Clemons, Martha L. Gericke, 
Charles F. Gosnell, Florence L. King, 
Charles R. Sanderson, Douglas Waples. 

J. Per1amM Danton, Chairman 


Junior CoLLece TERMINAL 
EDUCATION 


No report. 


LisRARY COOPERATION WITH 
LATIN AMERICA 


What may be called the charter under 
which this committee has been operating 
since 1939, is contained in a letter from 
Carl H. Milam, Executive Secretary of the 
Association, to Dr. David H. Stevens of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, dated November 
30, 1938. In it are outlined the projects 
for which the grant was made by the 
foundation. Because of their breadth and 
magnitude, these projects were restated in a 
report of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America by William C. 
Haygood, then executive assistant, on May 
15, 1940. We quote from Mr. Haygood’s 
report, which included a statement of prog- 
ress made on the various projects during that 
period. 

“1. A study of exchange relations now 
existing between important libraries of the 
United States and Latin American govern- 
ments and institutions. Much preliminary 
work done on this project had to be scrapped 
when certain of the larger and more essen- 
tial libraries protested that participation 
would impose an impossible burden. In one 
library, four catalogs and 16,000 cards 
would have to be searched to yield an ex- 


change record. However, on the basis of 
returns received from Harvard, North 
Carolina, and Michigan and of others which 
have been promised, it now seems that a 
somewhat reduced but significant study is 
feasible. Progress will necessarily depend 
upon further library cooperation. Assum- 
ing this, the study should be completed and 
a manuscript submitted by the first of Sep- 
tember [1940]. 

“2. A study of the distribution of scholar- 
ly journals of the United States in Latin 
America. The preliminary work on this 
program is complete. A list of about 300 
selected scholarly and learned journals 
covering the several fields of knowledge has 
been made, the addresses of their publishers 
have been searched, and letters to the edi- 
tors, requesting their Latin American mail- 
ing lists, will be written shortly. Assuming 
satisfactory returns, and allowing three 
weeks for tabulation and analysis, the manu- 
script should be ready in the early part of 
August [1940]. 

“3. A study of the collections available in 
smaller colleges and universities which offer 
courses on Latin American subjects. Mr. 
George Finney of the Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago, has been 
working on this project for several months 
under faculty guidance and in consultation 
with this office. He has the project set up 
and has constructed a checklist suitable for 
the checking of college and university cata- 
logs. It is hoped that Mr. Finney can be 
retained for some time during the summer 
[1940] to work with the executive assistant. 
If this can be done, both the survey of col- 
lege and university libraries, and of public 
libraries can probably be carried on simul- 
taneously. Two months, at the minimum, 
should be allowed for the actual checking, 
some of which will be done out of this office 
and some by voluntary or paid workers out- 
side the Washington area. At least two more 
months should be reserved for the tabula- 
tion and analysis. Thus, a manuscript should 
be completed by October [1940]. 

“4. A survey of public interest in Latin 
American subjects as indicated by book col- 
lections and circulation in typical small and 
medium sized libraries. Lacking adequate 
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bibliographical tools for checking and evalu- 
ating collections, it was necessary to con- 
struct these in the office before work could 
proceed. A checklist, representing a com- 
posite of the standard library catalogs and 
buying lists has been made and is ready 
for use. The libraries to be checked are 
being determined, and work will proceed im- 
mediately following the Cincinnati Confer- 
ence. The same routine as described in No. 
3 will be followed. Libraries accessible 
to Washington will be checked by this office. 
Those more remote will be checked by 
voluntary or paid workers. The checking 
process should be finished by the middle of 
August, possibly earlier. The amount of 
time required to tabulate and analyse re- 
turns as numerous and complicated as these 
will be difficult if not impossible to estimate 
at this time. It is hoped that a manuscript 
will be ready in the early autumn. 

“The following two studies are considered 
to belong in a different category: 

“5. A study of the possibilities of promot- 
ing cultural relations with Latin America 
through the exchange of publications. Since 
the Library of Congress has relieved the 
Division of Cultural Relations of the re- 
sponsibility of administering the Buenos 
Aires Convention on the Exchange of Publi- 
cations, this study seems to have lost some 
point. Its original intent was to aid the 
Cultural Relations Division in what prom- 
ised to be a new and arduous task. In addi- 
tion, the study is predicated in part on facts 
which accrue slowly in time, or which can 
be collected properly only in Latin America. 
Much of the day to day work of this office 
will ultimately result in an accumulation of 
facts such as are described in this project. 
The study should, barring travel on the part 
of the future Executive Assistant, be con- 
ducted on that basis. 

“6. A description of the important Latin 
American collections in the libraries of the 
United States. While this project is of un- 
deniable importance,.it is clearly beyond the 
present resources of this office. It is, in- 
deed, a program in its own right, and could 
hardly be adequately attempted in several 
months or a year by a staff of two or three 
people who cannot devote their full energies 
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to it. It is suggested that this project be 
re-examined by the Committee in its next 
session.” 

The final study was proceeding as a by- 
product of the other projects. 

“7. The assembling of information by 
Latin American libraries needed by the com- 
mittee in developing more library coopera- 
tion.” This, according to Mr. Haygood, was 
taking shape in the form of files and cor- 
respondence which was being carried on 
from the Washington office. 

At present we have to report that the com- 
pilation of the list of Latin American ex- 
changes (Project No. 1) was completed in 
due time. This list was duly checked and 
edited and put through the press. Its dis- 
tribution is being carried out following a list 
of addresses which was compiled and sent to 
Chicago by the Washington office. It is 
hoped that this publication will be of ma- 
terial help in promoting the increase of ex- 
changes of learned publications between the 
cultural institutions of the Latin American 
countries and those of the United States. 
Letters from interested parties are congratu- 
latory and encouraging. 

To carry out Project No. 3, it was neces- 
sary to limit it to history books. This study 
was carried out and completed by George 
J. Finney of the Graduate Library School, 
University of Chicago. Thinking that such 
a study would be of interest to the mem- 
bers of the Association of College and Ref- 
erence Libraries, it was submitted to the 
editor of College and Research Libraries to 
be considered for publication. Because of 
the length of the paper and the statistics 
represented in tables, the journal did not 
have the space necessary for its publication. 
We have made an estimate of the cost of 
reproducing this material in print, plano- 
graph, and mimeograph. A decision is pend- 
ing which is dependent upon the amount of 
money available for publication. Since there 
are other studies just now completed, all of 
them will have to be considered together 
before a decision is reached as to the 
method of reproducing any of them. 

Project No. 2 (A study of the distribu- 
tion of scholarly journals of the United 
States in Latin America) and No. 4 (A sur- 
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vey of public interest in Latin American 
subjects as indicated by book collections and 
circulation in typical small and medium sized 
libraries) involved a tremendous amount of 
tabulation and checking. It took far more 
time to carry these out than was thought at 
the beginning, but we are happy to report 
that both of them have now been finished in 
preliminary stage and it will be up to the 
committee to decide when and by what 
method they will be published. 

Project No. 7 (The assembling of infor- 
mation about Latin American libraries 
needed by the committee in developing more 
library cooperation). In order to mail the 
translations of the Carnovsky book and the 
Bostwick pamphlet to Latin America, it was 
necessary to compile a list of appropriate 
addresses. It was also found that no- 
where was there a complete list of Latin 
American libraries available, so it was de- 
cided to compile one at the same time that 
we were assembling the addresses mentioned 
above. After innumerable difficulties and 
delays, we have now a master list of ap- 
proximately 3500 libraries. This figure is 
far above anyone’s expectation. We hope 
that eventually it will be possible to gather 
full details about each one of the libraries 
in the list—get the name of the librarian, 
the number of books, the building, equip- 
ment, and so forth, and that then money 
will be made available for its publication. 
Only a few of the official sources from which 
our list was compiled give any details of this 
sort, and we believe that the preparation 
and publication of a guide of this nature will 
be a real service to Latin American li- 
brarianship. 

As has been noted above, Mr. Haygood 
classified projects Nos. 5 and 6 under a 
different category. He said about No. 5 
(A study of the possibilities of promoting 
cultural relations with Latin America 
through the exchange of publications) that 
since the Buenos Aires Convention on the 
Exchange of Publications is supposedly go- 
ing to be put in operation by the Library 
of Congress, the study seems to have lost 
some point. However, this office has pre- 
sented a plan for sending books to Latin 
American libraries, which we hope will at 
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some time be carried out in whole or in 
part. 

To start working on project No. 6 (De- 
scription of important Latin American col- 
lections in the libraries of the United States) 
would have meant a duplication of work. 
First, there is such a description compiled 
by A. Curtis Wilgus of the department of 
history, George Washington University, 
which was published by the Pan American 
Union. True it is incomplete and now 
decidedly out of date, but Ronald Hilton of 
England was in this country some time ago 
in an attempt to do a more thorough job 
under a grant from the Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace. He has in- 
formed this committee that his monograph 
will be published late this year. 


Publications 


We are happy to report that the transla- 
tion and publication of the Carnovsky book, 
and of the Bostwick pamphlet based on Bost- 
wick’s The Public Library in the United 
States, have been completed and that the 
distribution is being carried out from the 
Chicago office. As explained above, the lists 
for the distribution of these two items were 
compiled and checked by the committee’s 
office in Washington and that as a by- 
product of this compilation, we will even- 
tually have a detailed list of Latin American 
libraries. Fifteen hundred copies of the book 
and eight thousand of the pamphlet were 
printed. It is needless to say that two or 
three times as many copies of each could have 
been profitably distributed. 

A few copies of both publications are be- 
ing circulated in this country to interested 
parties, but the bulk of them is being sent 
to Latin American libraries and interested 
individuals. A small edition of each has 
been made available for sale through the 
Publishing Department. 

It will be remembered that the issuance 
of these publications has been one of the 
long-standing aims of this committee, and 
now we have at last attained the success for 
which we all have labored so long. 

Beside the publications named above, the 
following issued by or under the sponsorship 
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of the committee should be mentioned: 

1. An annotated list of books in English 
on Latin America for North American 
readers. This list was compiled by Betty 
Adler of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in 
Baltimore and issued as a supplement to the 
Booklist entitled Latin America: Books for 
North American Readers. 

2. Also issued as a supplement to the 
Booklist, and annotated by Jean Gardiner 
Smith, children’s librarian, Sumner Branch, 
Minneapolis Public Library, was a list of 
books for young readers entitled Latin 
America: Books for Young Readers. 

3. At the request of the Commission on 
Cultural Relations with Latin American 
Countries of the Association of American 
Colleges and to appear with the “Suggested 
Program of Studies,” the executive assistant 
compiled a list of three hundred books in 
English appropriate for college libraries. It 
was aimed to be a buying guide for the li- 
brarian of those colleges which have or are 
attempting to start collections of Latin 
American material. This list appeared in 
the Association of American Colleges Bulle- 
tin 27:327-46, May 1941. 

4. The first of the studies by the com- 
mittee to be published is the List of Latin 
American Serials: A Survey of Exchanges 
Available in U.S. Libraries (Chicago, 


American Library Association, 1941). 


Grants and Fellowships 
Beside the original grant of $30,000 re- 
ceived from the Rockefeller Foundation to 
put this office in operation, we have during 
the present administration received the fol- 
lowing: 


From the Foundation: 


1. Three thousand dollars for books and 
periodicals on library subjects, library films, 
and occasional minor items of library sup- 
plies and equipment. 

2. One thousand dollars for books and 
equipment for the American School in Quito. 

3. A grant-in-aid to Jorge Aguayo to en- 
able him to spend a semester at Columbia 
University School of Library Service. 

4. A supplement to enable Ernesto Gietz 
of Buenos Aires to prolong his stay in the 
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United States and to visit certain institu- 
tions in the South. 


From the State Department: 


5. Two hundred and fifty dollars to en- 
able Hildamar Escalante of Caracas, Vene- 
zuela, to travel to Chicago, Columbus, Baton 
Rouge, La., Knoxville, Tenn., and to other 
places in connection with the studies of rural 
library service, which will give her the 
proper background for drawing up a plan 
for similar services in Venezuela. 

6. Travel grant to Maria L. Voigtlaender 
to enable her to travel from Sfo Paulo, 
Brazil, to Baton Rouge, La., and back. The 
purpose of her coming was to spend a year 
studying at the Louisiana State University 
Library School. 

7. Travel grant to Francisco José Almeida 
de Azevedo to enable him to travel from 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, to Baton Rouge, La., and 
back. The purpose of his coming was to 
spend a year studying at the Louisiana State 
University Library School. 


From the Louisiana State University: 


8. Two fellowships of four hundred and 
fifty dollars each which were awarded to 
Maria L. Voigtlaender and Francisco José 
Almeida de Azevedo. These two students 
are from the Municipal Library of Sido 
Paulo, Brazil, directed by our friend and 
colleague, Rubens Borba de Moraes. 


From the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace: 

9. To Ernesto Gietz, librarian of the 
Faculty of Exact, Physical, and Natural 
Sciences of the University of Buenos Aires, 
a grant of fifteen hundred dollars to visit 
United States libraries and learned institu- 
tions to study and observe library organiza- 
tion and administration. 


From the Office of the Coordinator for 
Commercial and Cultural Relations be- 
tween the American Republics: 

10. For book exhibits the sum of $3207. 
11. A grant was made for aid to cultural 
institutes but because of legal complica- 
tions the funds could not be used for 
the purpose for which they were requested. 
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Aid in Distributing Books and Learned 


Journals 


This office has been an important factor 
in helping United States institutes and in- 
dividuals in sending books and publications 
to Latin America. Several individuals who 
had either books or sets of journals they 
wanted to send to Latin America have re- 
ceived directions as to how and to whom 
the said books and journals could be sent. It 
is needless to say that we have always se- 
lected the places where they will do the most 
good. The American Scholar, for example, 
has sent fifty free subscriptions to the same 
number of institutions which we recom- 
mended. Several sets of The American His- 
torical Review donated by individuals have 
also been sent to Latin American libraries. 


Library Books and Equipment 


Out of the three thousand dollar fund 
provided by the Rockefeller Foundation as 
an emergency fund we have sent microfilm 
readers to the following institutions: 

1. To the Archivo Nacional of Santiago, 
Chile. This microfilm reader was sent 
through Eugenio Pereira Salas of the Uni- 
versidad Nacional of Santiago, Chile. 

2. Instituto de Investigaciones Histoéricas 
of the Catholic University of Lima, Peru. 
A microfilm reader was sent through Father 
Rubén Vargas Ugarte, director of the in- 
stituto. 

3. To the Archivo Nacional, Trujillo 
City, Dominican Republic. A microfilm 
reader was sent to this institute through 
Emilio Rodriguez Demorizi, director of the 
National Archives. 

One of these readers was obtained at the 
reduced rate of $12, made possible through 
the intercession of the Committee on Scien- 
tific Aids to Learning. The others were 
bought from the manufacturer at the regu- 
lar price. 

Arrangements have been completed to send 
the following collections of books on li- 
brary science to: 

1. Ernesto Gietz, of the Faculty of Exact, 
Physical, and Natural Sciences of the Uni- 
versity of Buenos Aires. 


2. Jorge Basadre, librarian of the Biblio- 
teca de la Universidad Mayor de San Mar- 
cos, Lima, Peru. 

3. E. E. Gaudie Ley of the National 
Library of Rio de Janeiro. 

4. Cecilia Roxo of the National Library 
of Rio de Janeiro. 

5. Alfonso Reyes, rector of the Colegio 
de México, México, D.F. 

6. Héctor Fuenzalida y Villegas, of the 
University of Chile, Santiago. 

7. Jorge Aguayo, assistant librarian of 
the University of Havana, Havana, Cuba. 

We hope that within the next few weeks 
other collections will be sent to other im- 
portant centers in Central and South Ameri- 
ca. We are also meeting requests for other 
books of this type from individuals and jn- 
stitutions whom we want to encourage either 
in the study of library science or in their 
interest in the subject. 

A number of books presented to the com- 
mittee by the International House, Colum- 
bia University, New York City, have been 
shipped to the Colegio Nacional of Buenos 
Aires for their use. 

Through the courtesy and cooperation of 
Margery Quigley, librarian of the Mont- 
clair, New Jersey, Free Public Library, we 
were able to send a copy of the film “Portrait 
of a Library” to be used at the book exhibit 
held at Caracas, Venezuela, November 29 
to December 19, 1940. After the exposi- 
tion was over the film was exhibited at the 
university and normal schools, as well as in 
several other institutions in Venezuela. 

With money out of the emergency fund, 
we bought another copy of the film, which 
was sent to the Municipal Library of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, in connection with the book 
exposition held in that city. We informed 
Dr. Borba de Moraes that he could use the 
film to be exhibited periodically in the library 
school which functions in connection with 
the library and to be loaned to other institu- 
tions which might be interested in seeing it. 

Members of the executive committee: 
Louis J. Bailey, Janeiro V. Brooks, Lewis 
Hanke, William C. Haygood. 

CuHar.es F, Gosnett, Chairman 

Ropo.tro QO. RIverA, Executive Assistant 
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LEGISLATION! 
PART I 


NEW STATE AND PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION 
INCLUDING AMENDMENTS TO OLDER 
STATUTES 


Unless otherwise noted reference is made 
to bills enacted during the 1941 regular ses- 
sion. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
“Libraries Act’ Amended 

Bill No. 16 amended section 30 of the 
“Public Libraries Act” so as to clarify the 
situation as to the right of the library board 
to control any monies which may arise from 
any agreement for library service furnished 
by the board. 

Bill No. 16 amended section 45 of the 
above act which relates to the procedure of 
voting to withdraw from a union library dis- 
trict. (1940 regular session) 


CONNECTICUT 
Miscellaneous Statutes 


An act making an appropriation for pres- 
ervation of ancient state records. (Sp. 288) 

An act making an appropriation for micro- 
filming and publishing state records. (Sp. 
278) 

An act providing for a pension for Gladys 
Judd Day of the Hartford County Bar Li- 
brary. (P.A. Chap. 37) 

An act consolidating the Otis Library and 
the Norton Free Public Library and the 
Reading Room of Norwich. (Sp. 410) 

An act incorporating the Stowe, Beecher, 
Hooker, Seymour, Day Memorial Library 
and Historical Foundation. (Sp. 128) 

An act concerning the annual appropria- 
tion for the Waterbury Bar Library. (P.A. 
116) 

An act concerning an appropriation for the 
New Haven County Law Library. (P.A. 
Chap. 88) 

An act concerning the annual appropria- 
tion for the Litchfield County Law Library 
Association. (P.A. Chap. 115) 

An act amending an act incorporating the 
Watertown Library Association. (Sp. 
147) 


—_ 


1 For information on Federal legislation see Book 
Post and Federal Relations committee reports. 
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An act concerning Fairfield County Law 
Libraries. (P.A. Chap. 21) 

An act validating the title of the Perrot 
Memorial Library Association of Sound 
Beach Incorporated, to certain land in the 
town of Greenwich. (Sp. 162) 


DELAWARE 


State Library Law 

Entire law was revised so as to liberalize 
the sections relating to maximum amounts 
which might be raised by taxation for li- 
brary service in the smaller Delaware com- 
munities. 

INDIANA 

Certification 


S.B. 124 creates the Indiana Certification 
Board for librarians. (Acts 1941, Chap. 
195, Pp. 591) 


State Library 

The act to reorganize the state govern- 
ment (Acts 1941, Chap. 13, p. 31) places the 
state library under the state department. 

The act creating the personal merit sys- 
tem will affect the Indiana State Library 
and Historical Bureau. (Acts 1941, Chap. 
139, p. 387) 

IOWA 

Library Levy 

H.F. 147 is a permissive measure by which 
cities and towns may levy two mills for the 
maintenance of public libraries instead of 
one and one fourth mills as now provided. 


KANSAS 
Buildings 
H.B. 189 is an act authorizing the con- 
struction and equipment of public libraries 
and other public buildings, the purchase of 
sites and the issuance of bonds therefor, and 
authorizing the leasing thereof. 


Miscellaneous 


H.B. 205 amends and revises existing 
statute relating to the establishment of a 
free public library and providing for library 
tax limitations. 

H.B. 338 revises the county law library 
law. 

H.B. 356 includes among others, appro- 
priations for the state library and the travel- 
ing libraries commission. 
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H.B. 374 authorizes certain cities of the 
second class to erect and equip a_ public 
building and acquire a site therefor, and au- 
thorizes the issuance of bonds after an elec- 
tion. 

H.B. 428 relates to the exchange, dis- 
tribution, and sale of supreme court reports. 

H.B. 485 relates to limitation of tax levies 
and under it Wichita is henceforth per- 
mitted to levy .75 mill on the dollar instead 
of .50 mill as formerly. 

S.B. 134 relates to the sale of bonds by 
the board of directors of certain libraries. 

S.B. 218 establishes a school teacher re- 
tirement plan which includes school li- 
brarians. 

S.B. 246 provides for a 
brary fund” in certain cities. 

S.B. 393 relates to the erection and pur- 
chase of public buildings by certain cities of 
the second and third class. 

S.Res. 27 commends the state budget di- 
rector for his efficient plans for state print- 
ing and urges further methods of condensa- 
tion, consolidation, and combination so as to 
eliminate unnecessary state printing ex- 
penses. 


‘ 


‘city dental li- 


LOUISIANA 

Reorganization 

Under Act No. 47 passed during the 1940 
session (1) the State Board of Library Ex- 
aminers was transferred to the Department 
of Occupational Standards, (2) the Louisi- 
ana Library Commission was transferred to 
the Louisiana State University, (3) the 
Public Library of the State of Louisiana and 
the Louisiana State and the Louisiana State 
Law Library were transferred to the De- 
partment of Justice. 


Federal Aid 


Act No. 56 of 1940 designates the Louisi- 
ana Library Commission as the proper state 
agency to accept federal aid. 


MAINE 


State Library 


Chap. 305, Public Laws of Maine 1940 
(special session) transfers the Maine State 
Library from the Department of Education 
(to which it had been assigned in 1931) 
to an independent agency, with the state li- 
brarian appointed by the governor. 


MISSOURI 

Law Library Fee 

H.B. 380 authorizes the clerk of the cir- 
cuit court in counties containing more than 
200,000 and less than 400,000 inhabitants to 
add the sum of $1.00 to the existing civil 
action filing fee. The additional filing cost 
will be used for the support of law libraries 
in such counties. 


Library Commission Appropriation 

The appropriation for the Missouri Li- 
brary Commission was increased from 
$29,785 which was the appropriation for 
1939-40 to the sum of $34,300 for the bien- 
nium of 1941-42. 


NEBRASKA 
County and Regional Libraries 
L.B. 37 provides for the establishment of 
county and regional libraries upon a majority 
vote at a general election of the electors re- 
siding outside cities, villages, or townships 
already maintaining libraries. 


Sale of Real Estate 


L.B. 427 authorizes library boards to sell 
unused library real estate. 


NEW JERSEY 
Library Discounts 


Chap. 230, Laws of 1940 exempts sales to 
libraries from the State Fair Trade Law. 


Library Hours 

S.B. 314 relates to power of governing 
body of municipality to regulate hours of 
opening in free public libraries. 


NEW MEXICO 

State Library Commission 

Substitute bill for S.B. 35 changes the 
state library agency from an extension divi- 
sion attached to the museum to a separate 
state library commission consisting of the 
president of the State Board of Education 
and four members appointed by the gov- 
ernor. 


County Aid 
H.B. 188 allows county aid to libraries 
already receiving such aid. 
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NEW YORK 
Law Libraries 


Chap. 62 relates to the supreme court li- 
brary at Watertown. 

Chap. 849 relates to the law library of 
the court of general sessions of the county 


of New York. 


Miscellaneous 


Chap. 83 relates to a new library building 
at Mount Morris. 

Chap. 291 relates to the Field Library in 
the village of Peekskill. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
State Aid 


H.B. 68 appropriates $100,000 annually 
for promoting, aiding, and equalizing public 
library service. 


Miscellaneous 


H.B. 32 relates to the distribution of state 
documents. 

§.B. 213 establishes a law library in Stanly 
County. 


NORTH DAKOTA 


Retirement 


§.B. 161 amends teachers insurance and 
retirement fund laws so as to include school 
librarians under the fund’s benefits. 


Tax Limitation 


H.B. 186 amends the laws relating to tax 
limitation of cities, allowing cities maintain- 
ing bonds, public libraries, or airports to levy 
three mills for such purposes over and above 
the fourteen mill limitation. 


OHIO 
Bookmobiles 


Specific authorization is given in an 
amendment for libraries supported from the 
intangibles tax to spend their funds for 
county branches, stations, and bookmobile 
service. 

OKLAHOMA 
Miscellaneous 


H.B. 141 grants power to library boards 
to sell and dispose of unnecessary property. 

H.B. 576 exempts books, periodicals, pub- 
lications, documents, and other reference 
material from usual inventory procedures set 
up by state examiners and inspectors. 
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OREGON 
Contract Service 


H.B. 158 enables one county to contract 
with the county library of an adjoining 
county to maintain joint county library serv- 
ice. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Fair Trade Law 


Act 30 exempts the sale of books to li- 
braries from the provisions of the Pennsyl- 
vania Fair Trade Law. 


County Library Subsidy 


$55,000 was appropriated as state aid for 
county libraries. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Free Library Commission 


Law strengthened by amendments (1) 
designating the director as secretary to the 
commission, (2) requiring the director to 
be a graduate of an accredited library school 
with at least two years of successful ad- 
ministrative experience, and (3) designating 
the commission as the agency to administer 
federal and state aid for library service. 


UTAH 
County Libraries 


H.B. 10 permits existing libraries to be- 
come branches of the county library and au- 
thorizes contracts for service between city 
councils, city library boards, county library 
boards, and boards of education. 


WASHINGTON 
State Library 


A 1939 act which had been vetoed by the 
governor was passed over his veto in 1941 
(H.B. 257). It changes the state library 
from a division of the department of edu- 
cation to a library commission of five, with 
the superintendent of public instruction 
chairman ex officio, and four members ap- 
pointed by the governor for four-year terms, 
staggered, one to be a librarian and one a 
trustee. 


County Libraries 


S.B. 176 provides that a majority vote of 
residents of the county outside incorporated 
cities and towns at a general or special elec- 
tion constitutes a mandate on the county 
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commissioners to declare a county library 
district established, appoint a library board, 
and levy a tax not to exceed two mills. 


Miscellaneous 


H.B. 179 relates to documents distribution 
by state library. 


WISCONSIN 
Miscellaneous 
Chap. 52 relates to the compensation of 
municipal library board members for neces- 
sary expenses. 
Chap. 128 relates to the expenditure of 
city and village funds. 


WYOMING 
Miscellaneous 

Chap. 7, Sec. 4 relates to the budget pro- 
cedure of the county library. 

Chap. 41 relates to rules of book issuance 
and return by the state library. 


PART II 
PROPOSED STATE LEGISLATION AND PLANS 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Certification 

An amendment to the “Libraries Act” 
relating to certification was drafted but not 
introduced. It will be presented in the fall 
(1941) for approval of the Union of British 
Columbia Municipalities. 


COLORADO 
State Library 
A bill to strengthen the functions and staff 
of the state library was killed in the House 
Rules Committee. 


CONNECTICUT 
Law Library 
A bill to appropriate $7500 to the New 
Haven County Law Library Association did 
not pass. 


State Aid 


A bill to appropriate $25,000 for the use 
of the state public library committee for 
bookmobile service, integration of school li- 
braries, etc. did not pass. 


DELAWARE 
State Library 


A bill to raise state librarian’s salary did 
not pass. 
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A bill to increase the operating expenses 
of the state library did not pass. 


IDAHO 
Civil Service 
A civil service bill (H.B. 317) which 
would have included libraries in cities of 
first class was introduced but failed. 


INDIANA 

Retirement 

H.B. 271 concerning the powers of library 
boards to establish retirement funds for their 
employees was kept in committee. 
County Libraries 

H.B. 73 permitting townships or towns to 
withdraw from county library systems was 
not reported out of committee. This bill 
was not sponsored by I.L.A. 


Retirement 


A retirement plan affecting nontéaching 
employees of the state department of edu- 
cation and involving seventeen libraries in 
the state was kept in committee. 


KANSAS 

Miscellaneous 

Several bills affecting libraries were intro- 
duced but not passed in the 1941 session; 
H.B. 95 related to purchase of books by 
school districts, H.B. 351 pertained to county 
tax levies, H.B. 404 and H.B. 433 related to 
city tax limitations, $.B. 91 would appoint 
a library extension worker, S.B. 112 affected 
delivery of supreme court reports, $.B. 210 
related to expenses of state employees, S.B. 
263 pertained to county law libraries, S.B. 
290 related to public institutions and group 
life insurance, $.B. 302 authorized cities of 
second class to erect and equip public build- 
ings, S. Con. Res. 12 would affect tax pro- 
visions of constitution. 


LOUISIANA 
Miscellaneous 
In the 1940 session a retirement bill for 
librarians was vetoed, and a state aid bill 
to existing libraries met the same fate. 


MONTANA 


Library Commission 


A bill calling for a change in the composi- 
tion of the state library commission, first 
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appropriation for it, certification passed the 
House but was killed in Senate committee. 


OKLAHOMA 
Qualifications 
H.B. 38 required first grade certificates of 
certain state librarians—did not pass the 
vote in the House. 


RHODE ISLAND 
Certification 
H.B. 764 providing for certification passed 
House, left in Senate committee. 


Library Discounts 
H.B. 762 to amend Fair Trade Act passed 


House and left in Senate committee. 


WISCONSIN 
State Aid 

Bill No. 281, A, providing $150,000 for 
equalization of library service did not come 
to vote. 


Civil Service 
Bill No. 382, A, relating to selection of 
librarians under civil service was killed. 


PART III 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AMERICAN 
LAWS 


The section of this report which ordinarily 
lists the amendments to the American Li- 
brary Laws is again omitted inasmuch as 
Mr. Foutts is nearing the completion of his 
revision of American Library Laws for the 
League of Library Commissions. 


LIBRARY 


PART IV 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR STATE AND PROVINCIAL 
LIBRARY AGENCIES, AND OTHER 
FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENTS 
ARKANSAS 

$120,000 appropriated for 1941-43 for 
state aid and for operation of the state li- 
brary commission, an increase of $20,000 
over the two preceding bienniums. 

Cities of 5000 and over may vote a stand- 


ing millage rate—constitutional amendment, 
November, 1940. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


$5000 appropriated for 1941-42 for aid 
to the three union district libraries. 
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Public library commission appropriation: 
1939-40, $22,000; 1940-41, $21,760; 1941-42, 
$22,400. 

COLORADO 

Office of the state library appropriation: 

1940, $5235; 1941, $6440; 1942, $6830. 


CONNECTICUT 


1938-39, $6688.34; 1939-40, 
1940-41, $7890. 


$7507.73; 


DELAWARE 


State library commission appropriation: 
1939-40, $9500; 1940-41, $9500; 1941-42, 
$10,700. 


FLORIDA 


Tampa now permitted to increase library 
levy from one half to one mill. 


GEORGIA 
Library commission appropriation: 1939- 
40, $12,487.30; 1940-41, $12,000. 


IDAHO 
State traveling library: 1939-40, $19,040; 
1941-42, $18,697. 
INDIANA 
State 1940, $83,250; 
$83,950. 


library: 1941, 


IOWA 


Increase in levy for communities of less 
than 35,000 permitted from one and four 
tenths to two mills. 

An appropriation of $250,000 for regional 
branches of the state library commission was 
killed in committee. 

State library: 1940-41, $33,060. 


KANSAS 

An appropriation of $10,000 for a field 
agent, clerical help, and travel was killed in 
Senate committee. 

Wichita library levy increased from one 
half to three fourths mill. 

State library: 1941-42, $10,500; 1942-43, 
$10,500. 


LOUISIANA 
$200,760 appropriated for 1940-42 for re- 
gional and parish demonstrations, and for 


the regular activities of the state library 
commission. 
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MAINE 


State library: 1939-40, $39,423; 1940-41, 
$41,300. 
MICHIGAN 


$500,000 appropriated for the biennium 
1941-43 for state aid for existing libraries 
and for the development of new service. 


MINNESOTA 


State library: 1939-40, $23,879; 1940-41, 
$24,120. 


MISSOURI 
1939-40, $29,785; 1941-42, $34,300. 


NEBRASKA 
State library: 1939-41, $33,680; 1941-43, 
$35,680. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Two regional bookmobile services begun 
in 1938 and 1940 continued. 


Public library commission: 1940-41, 
$18,495; 1941-42, $18,679. 
NEW JERSEY 

Public library commission: 1940-41, 


$23,500; 1941-42, $27,600. 


NEW MEXICO 
State extension service: 1941, $7200. 


NEW YORK 


State library and bureau of library ex- 
tension: 1941-42, $270,810. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
First appropriation of $200,000 for 1941- 
43 for state aid. 
Library commission: 
1940-41, $18,330. 


1939-40, $18,330; 


NORTH DAKOTA 


A city maintaining a bond public library 
or airport may levy three mills for such 
purposes, over and above the fourteen mill 
general tax limitation instead of two mills. 

Library commission: 1940, $7528.60; 
1941, $7448. 

OHIO 

$100,000 appropriated for state aid for 
1941-43. 

OKLAHOMA 

Library commission: 
1940-41, $25,615. 


1939-40, $25,815; 
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OREGON 
State library: 1940-41, $56,312; 1941-42, 
$59,542. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
State aid for county libraries is $55,000 
for the biennium 1941-43, an increase of 
$15,000 over the previous biennium. 
1938-39, $15,988; 1939-40, $16,803; 1940- 
41, $24,974. 
RHODE ISLAND 
State library: 1941-42, $22,780. 
Extension service: 1941-42, $3503. 
State aid: 1941-42, $14,000. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Free library commission received $25,590 
for the biennium, plus deficiency appropria- 
tion of $900, making the largest appropria- 
tion in the history of the commission. 


TENNESSEE 
Rural libraries: 1940-41, $10,045. 
State aid to school libraries: 
$45,000. 
Library division in department of edu- 
cation: 1940-41, $13,115. 


1940-41, 


TEXAS 

State library: 1941-42, $42,720; 1942-43, 

$42,720. 
VERMONT 

$48,000 appropriated for 1941-43 for re- 
gional library service and other activities of 
the free public library commission, an in- 
crease of $6000. 


WASHINGTON 


State library received $50,000 for the 
biennium as compared with $30,000. 


WEST VIRGINIA 

The library commission received first ap- 
propriation: $25,000 for 1941-43, including 
$10,000 a year, plus reappropriation of the 
$5000 which had been appropriated two years 
ago but never released by the governor. 
This will make possible the first staff and 
field work. 


WISCONSIN 


Library commission: 1941-42, $77,500. 
General legislative reference: 1940-41, 


$46,177.03; 1941-42, $37,475.23. 
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The members of this committee were: E. 
Morgan Barradale, William E. Hannan, 
Dorothy F. Lucas, Grace M. Sherwood, 
William B. Stern. 

Oscar C. OrRMAN, Chairman 


LiprRARY ACTION 


This young committee, created as recently 
as December, 1939, was made a standing 
committee by Council action in June, 1941, 
with the composition and functions as fol- 
lows: 

“Committee of five members representing 
public libraries, school libraries, college or 
university libraries, state library associ- 
ations, and state library agencies. 

“To stimulate and advise in the develop- 
ment in the several states of state joint 
committees on library action; to encourage 
effective action toward the objectives set 
forth in existing state library plans; to act 
as a clearing house for information on legis- 
lative programs; to aid the state committees 
in obtaining legislative action on library 
matters.” 

The committee joined with the Library 
Extension Board in 1940 in a request to 
the Executive Board for a travel fund of 
$2500 to make possible active work in the 
field, but this was not granted. Clearing 
of information has, however, been carried 
by mimeographed news notes and meetings 
at A.L.A. conferences. 

Impetus was given the movement in a 
talk at the Council meeting Dec. 28, 1940, 
by Mrs. H. C. Houghton, a library trustee 
serving as president of the Iowa Library 
Association. 

Fifteen state associations have now set up 
state committees on library action or have 
assigned the function to an existing com- 
mittee. Organization varies widely to fit 
the particular situation. The idea of cor- 
relation has, however, spread further. A 
foundation has been laid, at least. 

“Cooperation and unity” were emphasized 
by President Brown, in his first communi- 
cation July 15, 1941, to presidents of re- 
gional, state, and provincial associations. 
Mr. Brown was the first chairman of the 
lowa Board on Library Action. 

Members of the committee are John D. 
Henderson, California State Library, Sacra- 


mento; Jane Morey, Duluth Public Library; 
John S. Richards, University of Washing- 
ton, Seattle; and Gretchen Westervelt, Prac- 
tice School Library, Potsdam, N.Y. Julia 
Wright Merrill, A.L.A. Headquarters staff, 
served as secretary. 

LoLeta Dawson FyYAn, Chairman 


LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 


The Library Administration Committee 
held a final meeting at breakfast in Boston, 
Friday, June 20. 

A brief report of the committee’s work for 
the past two years follows: 

Two introductory articles to the statisti- 
cal tables published in the April, 1940, 
Bulletin were written by Emma V. Baldwin 
and Louis F. Ranlett. Miss Baldwin re- 
viewed salaries in the thirties. Mr. Ranlett 
discussed the value of right emphasis on 
statistics from an administrative standpoint. 

A series of three articles on the adminis- 
tration of the medium-sized library from 
the angle of new organization, of reorgani- 
zation, and of normal development over a 
period of years, was written from first-hand 
experience by Katharine Shorey, librarian 
of the York, Pa., public library, Marie 
Barkman, librarian of the Sheboygan, Wis., 
public library (now Mead Public Library), 
and by Susan T. Smith, librarian of the 
Berkeley, Calif., Public Library. Louis F. 
Ranlett, librarian at Bangor, Me., wrote 
the introductory article. These four arti- 
cles were published in the 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
January-April, 1941. A limited number of 
reprints was issued for distribution. 

Members of the committee served as con- 
sultants on administrative matters on occa- 
sion. Three or four meetings were held 
during the two-year term. 

Members of the committee were: Emma 
V. Baldwin, Margaret J. Clay, Louis F. 
Ranlett, Richard D. Minnich, Susan T. 
Smith, Vera J. Snook, and Mary N. Baker.* 

Georcige G. McArer, Chairman 


LispRARY ARCHITECTURE AND 
BUILDING PLANNING 


During the year under review, this com- 


* Died June 3, 1941. 
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mittee has held one meeting and carried 
on much business by correspondence. As 
usual, the advice of the committee has been 
sought in connection with proposed new or 
enlarged library buildings. Requests for 
help most often come from librarians, but 
architects and trustees also make inquiries 
or submit plans for criticism. 

As a result of a recommendation of this 
committee and in cooperation with the 
A.C.R.L., the Executive Board on December 
29, created a Subcommittee on College Li- 
brary Buildings for the following purposes: 

“To be available for consultation on col- 
lege and university library building plans; 
to solicit and make reports on new buildings; 
to develop, if possible, a consulting service 
(if possible with fee); to work for an im- 
provement in standards and practice in col- 
lege and university library planning; and, 
if possible, to develop a useful monograph 
on successful planning of college and uni- 
versity library buildings.” 

Members appointed were as follows: 
Peyton Hurt, librarian, Williams College, 
Williamstown, Mass., chairman; and Fran- 
cis L. D. Goodrich, librarian, College of the 
City of New York Library. 

Under Mr. Hurt’s vigorous chairman- 
ship the subcommittee had made an excellent 
start, when in June it became necessary 
for Mr. Hurt, because of very serious 
illness, to resign. He was succeeded by 
Francis L. D. Goodrich as chairman. The 
subcommittee held a meeting in connection 
with the Boston Conference. 

Chief activity of the committee was the 
development of plans for a library lighting 
study, and the drawing up of a tentative 
outline, “The Well-Lighted Library,” as a 
basis for the proposed volume on the sub- 
ject. The outline is the third revision to 
which not only members of the committee, 
but many librarians, architects, and en- 
gineers have contributed helpful sug- 
gestions. The Lighting Practice Committee 
of the Illuminating Engineering Society has 
been especially helpful. Its chairman, H. B. 
Dates of Cleveland, spent a day with the 
chairman of the committee in Minneapolis. 
Under Prof. Dates’ general direction con- 


trolled tests in stack lighting are being made 
in Minneapolis. 

There is a great need for this publication, 
but the very conditions responsible for this 
need, namely, the rapid changes and marked 
improvements in lighting procedures, also 
make difficult an authoritative presentation. 

The committee feels that the publication 
of Wheeler and Githens, The American 
Public Library Building, is a real landmark 
in public library architecture. A reference 
to this volume will in the future enable the 
inquirer to find a wealth of authoritative 
information hitherto not available. 

The committee has also given some con- 
sideration to the need for a book on the 
care and management of library buildings, 
but as yet has not been convinced that a case 
has been made. 

Members of the general committee have 
been: Randolph W. Church, Alfred M. 
Githens, James E. Gourley, Edna Ruth 
Hanley, Thure H. Lindberg, Winifred 
Riggs, Carl B. Roden, Russell J. Schunk. 
Harriette L. Greene, librarian at A.L.A. 
Headquarters, has been an effective secre- 
tary. 

Cart VitTz, Chairman 


LiBRARY BINDING INSTITUTE AND A.L.A. 
(Joint Committee) 


During the past year, as also for the year 
previous, the activities of the Joint Com- 
mittee of the A.L.A.-L.B.I. have reflected 
the stability which has been reached in the 
efforts of the two associations to work 
together in harmony for better bookbinding. 

The members of the Library Binding 
Institute have made their pledge to maintain 
high standards, and through the certification 
plan have given the power of enforcement 
to the A.L.A. representatives on the joint 
committee. As a result, the mere existence 
of the joint committee acts as a good 
influence. 

The number of binderies which are mem- 
bers of this cooperative effort seems to be 
about stabilized. At the beginning of 1940 
the number was fifty-seven, and at the end 
fifty-six. One bindery was added, one 
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dropped out, and one gave up library bind- 
ing. 

John Archer and William R. Thurman 
report for the Subcommittee on Appraisal 
that during the past three years the number 
of volumes submitted by librarians has 
steadily averaged one a week, with a slight 
increase in recent months. In most cases 
the bindings sent in for examination have 
been where there is some doubt as to 
quality, but generally little doubt as to care- 
lessness of workmanship. 

In relatively few cases have bindings by 
certified binders been sent in for examina- 
tion; therefore the bindings examined do 
not represent a cross section of all work 
being done. “It can be definitely reported 
that the certified binderies can do Class A 
work and that they are maintaining a high 
standard of craftsmanship.” 

The indications are that librarians in gen- 
eral are becoming more conscious of binding 
quality, but it is surprising to find some 
who do not carefully select their bindery 
and who do not specify Class A work. All 
cases of unsound binding or deficient quality 
come from these two conditions. In fair- 
ness it should be said that in a large pro- 
portion of the cases of poor binding the 
librarians were not permitted to select the 
bindery. 

The most frequent deficiencies are: poor 
sewing, poor rounding and backing; badly 
made or fitted covers; weak and clumsy 
joints; poor lettering; low grade materials. 
The appearance of some bindings leaves 
much to be desired. We refer to such 
things as color scheme, finish of fabric, and 
kind of decorations. 

The certification of binders has now been 
in effect almost six years. This plan has 
proved successful and we have been able to 
work with a group of library binders who 
are sincere in their efforts to raise stand- 
ards and who are organized in a sound 
association under responsible leadership. No 
complaint against a certified binder has 
been brought to the attention of the joint 
committee during the term of this report. 

Two meetings of the joint committee 
were held in 1940, one in New York in 


January, and the other in Cincinnati during 
the A.L.A. conference. 

The library binding industry is materially 
affected by the social legislation of recent 
years and by the indirect effect of the na- 
tional defense program. Labor costs are 
higher and some material costs have ad- 
vanced. In order to maintain prices at 
about present level without sacrificing qual- 
ity or service, librarians must help where 
they can. One of the best ways is by sending 
their books for binding at regular intervals 
and avoiding the periods when the binders 
are busy with work from the schools. An- 
other way to help is to avoid too great 
detail in instructions, such as specifying the 
exact color of cover for each book of fiction. 

We believe that there has been distinct 
improvement in library binding service dur- 
ing the past few years and that this is due 
at least in some small measure to the 
friendly and complete cooperation, mutual 
respect, and confidence that has existed in 
all the relations between the representatives 
of the American Library Association and 
the representatives of the Library Binding 
Institute, meeting in this joint committee. 
We look forward to a continuance of these 
good relations for the years to come. 

Committee members: for A.L.A.: Thomas 
P. Ayer, chairman, William R. Thurman; 
for L.B.I.: J. Vernon Ruzicka, Oscar 
Schnabel, Arthur E. Wheeler. 

ALEXANDER GALT, Chairman 


LIBRARY EQUIPMENT AND 
APPLIANCES 

No report. 

LIBRARY EXTENSION BOARD 
See pages 546-53. 

LiBpRARY LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION 
No report. 
LIBRARY REVENUES 


During the last five years the Committee 
on Library Revenues has engaged in a series 
of studies, attempting to measure the influ- 
ence of certain measurable factors upon 
public library service and upon library 
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revenues. The committee attempted to col- 
lect from the public library districts of ten 
representative states data concerning: (1) 
Public library expenditures, (2) Public li- 
brary circulation, (3) The area of each 
library district, (4) The population of the 
district, (5) The equalized assessed or actual 
valuation of property taxed for public library 
support, (6) The tax income of each public 
library, (7) The total taxes paid in the 
district, (8) The library tax rate, and (9) 
The number of volumes in each public li- 
brary. The degree of success achieved in 
getting complete and apparently reliable data 
varied widely. The data from Iowa, Mas- 
sachusetts, New Hampshire, Ohio, and 
Washington were finally selected for analy- 
sis. The municipal tax-supported public 
libraries of these five states were studied, 
collectively and for each state separately. 
Limitations of space prohibit a full report 
of results here. A complete report will be 
submitted to A.L.A. Headquarters within 
a few weeks. The following conclusions 
may be worthy of space on these pages, even 
without the evidence upon which they are 
based and without the qualifying consider- 
ations which will form an important part 
of the complete report. 

1. The area of a municipal public library 
district and its population density appear 
to be quite unrelated to library service and 
to library revenue. Even the number of 
residents of the district appears to have no 
measurable effect upon per capita service or 
revenue. 

2. In the absence of measures of total 
library service, per capita circulation data 
constitute a highly defensible relative index 
of service. 

3. Variation in public library service, as 
represented (not measured) by per capita 
circulation is less closely associated with 
variation in library revenue than is com- 
monly assumed. In a sample of 187 public 
library districts from the five states studied, 
less than 45 per cent of the variation in per 
capita circulation appears to be associated 
with variations in revenue. In Iowa the 


corresponding figure is 23 per cent and in 
Ohio 56 per cent. 
4. On the basis of a sample of 181 library 
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districts, tax-paying ability, as indicated by 
the assessed valuation of property taxed for 
library support, appears to “account for” 
less than 20 per cent of the variation in 
library service, suggesting, for one thing, 
the possibility that state and/or federal aid 
may not be the complete solution to the 
problem of inequality in library service, at 
least in areas which have some measure of 
public library service. 

Members of the committee: Charles Ed- 
ward Butler, Mrs. Vera Southwick Cooper, 
Ralph Eugene Ellsworth, James C. Foutts, 
Margaret Girdner, Icko Iben, John Paul 
Stone, Lee Wachtel, and William Frederick 
Yust. 

G. Fiint Purpy, Chairman 


LIBRARY TERMINOLOGY 


Particular attention was given this year to 
the more specialized library terms. Through 
close cooperation with interested groups or 
subject specialists approximately one thou- 
sand such terms have been selected and 
defined. Twelve hundred or more general 
library terms upon which the editor has 
been working also are now ready for the 
final revision. ‘The committee expects to 
have the manuscript for a glossary of about 
twenty-two hundred terms ready by June, 
1942. 

Members of the committee were: Geor- 
gia H. Faison, Jennie M. Flexner, Loda M. 
Hopkins, M. Louise Hunt, Linda H. Mor- 
ley, Marian Shaw, and Jesse H. Shera. 

SusAN Grey Akers, Chairman 


MEMBERSHIP 
See pages 598-600. 
NATIONAL DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 
AND LIBRARIES 


The Committee on National Defense Ac- 
tivities and Libraries was created by Execu- 
tive Board action, October 1940, “to con- 
sider library problems which may arise in 
connection with the national defense pro- 
gram, and to recommend such action as 
seems appropriate.” 

Any complete report of activities would 
duplicate information found in the reports 
of other boards and committees. In addition 
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to several committee meetings during the 
year, an all-day preconference discussion 
meeting on June 18 in Boston was sponsored. 
Members of the committee are Charles H. 

Brown and Carl Vitz. 
Mary U. RorHrock, Chairman 


NATIONAL DEFENSE, LIBRARY RESEARCH 
FACILITIES FOR 


The joint committee was set up in July, 
1940, by the American Library Association, 


| the Special Libraries Association, the Library 


of Congress, and the Library Division of 
the Office of Education. Its primary func- 
tion has been to make an intensive survey 
of American libraries with resources for 
research pertinent to national defense. Ex- 
traordinary demands for reference and re- 
| search service are being made on the Library 
| of Congress and other federal libraries, and 
it is part of the committee’s work to dis- 
| tribute this load by mobilizing the resources 
of hundreds of reference, university, college, 
| public, industrial, and other 

| throughout the country. 

A rapid survey was begun in the summer 
and fall of 1940. Descriptions of their 
facilities were supplied directly by about 
five hundred libraries. This mass of infor- 
mation was turned over to Carl L. Cannon, 

| who analyzed and organized a summary for 

| publication. A preliminary edition entitled 

Guide to Library Facilities for National 
Defense, 1200 copies, was issued late in 1940 

' and widely distributed by the American 

| Library Association. This tentative edition 

| was brought out as quickly as possible to 
make the data available, to stimulate wider 
| participation in the survey program, and to 
serve as a basis for a more complete guide. 
For the revised edition, also edited by Mr. 
| Cannon, a systematic effort was made to 
secure information about all libraries of im- 
portance omitted from the earlier work and 
to add further details from libraries which 
reported their holdings at the beginning of 
the project. This new edition, scheduled 
for publication in August, 1941, adds about 
two hundred and fifty libraries and also 
benefits greatly from numerous suggestions 
concerning revisions, arrangement of ma- 
terial, classification of libraries, and index 


libraries 
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entries. Material not suitable for inclusion 
was filed at the Library of Congress. 

The committee received financial support 
from the Carnegie Corporation and the 
American Library Association in making and 
publishing its survey. 

The members of the committee were: 
Mary Louise Alexander, Donald E. Cable, 
Luther H. Evans, Miles O. Price, and 
Frank T. Sisco. 

Rosert B. Downs, Chairman 


N.E.A. Anp A.L.A. 


(Joint Committee on School Libraries) 
Committee’s Study. The committee has 
concentrated its efforts in 1940-41 upon the 
completion of its study on “Schools and 
Public Libraries Working Together in 
School Library Service.” This study is a 
joint product of the committee and of the 
headquarters staff of N.E.A., the factual 
data and the organization of the report 
being the contribution of the staff and the 
opinions and recommendations representing 
the point of view of the committee, in the 
light of research findings thus presented. 
From time to time since 1934, the com- 
mittee has discussed the need for a study of 
principles underlying the differentiated func- 
tions of public and school libraries. The 
report does not deal with all relationships 
of school systems and public libraries. It 
is limited to the problem of library service 
to school pupils and the ways that public 
schools and public libraries can and do work 
together in providing such service. The 
two sponsoring associations generously pro- 
vided funds for bringing committee members 
together for a two-day conference to work 
on the report, a plan which proved to be 
definitely worthwhile. Funds were provided 
also by the N.E.A. and A.L.A. for printing 
five thousand copies of the report. Detailed 
plans for distribution and promotion of the 
report have been worked out including 
articles to be written by committee mem- 
bers for professional magazines. 
Committee’s Leaflet. Continuing its pol- 
icy of issuing leaflets pertaining to library 
problems, the committee printed for wide 
distribution five thousand copies of a leaflet 
on Choosing and Buying Books for School 
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Libraries. This leaflet was prepared by a 
member of the committee, Oscar H. Mc- 
Pherson, of Lawrenceville, N.J., School for 
Boys. Copies were available at the Atlantic 
City convention of the American Association 
of School Administrators. 

Advisory and Exhibit Service. An effort 
has been made to give advisory service on 
library matters through personal contacts 
at the exhibit booths at the conventions of 
the American Association of School Admin- 
istrators and the National Education Asso- 
ciation. Valuable assistance has been given 
to the committee by local librarians in ar- 
ranging for the advisory services at con- 
ventions. Marjorie W. Burns of Brockton, 
Mass., assisted by Edith Coulman of Quincy, 
Mass., representing the New England 
School Library Association, not only ar- 
ranged for the advisory service this year, but 
secured speakers on library topics for one 
of the departments of N.E.A. 

Contacts to Encourage Inclusion of Li- 
brary Subjects and Speakers on Educational 
Programs. The committee sent requests to 
a large number of state and national edu- 
cational associations urging that the subject 
of school libraries be included in planning 
programs for the associations. The corre- 
spondence has been handled by individual 
members of the committee, each of whom 
accepted responsibility for communicating 
with certain groups of associations. These 
efforts have met with an encouraging re- 
sponse. 

Book List To Be Issued as N.E.A. Per- 
sonal Growth Leaflet. Upon the request of 
Mr. Joy E. Morgan, editor of the Journal of 
the National Education Association, the com- 
mittee agreed to sponsor the compilation of 
a list of books for children and young peo- 
ple to be printed annually in time for Book 
Week. The list will be issued as one of 
the N.E.A. Personal Growth Leaflets which 
assures wide distribution among parents and 
teachers as well as among librarians. It 
will take the place of the A.L.A.’s list, 
Recent Books for Children, which will be 
discontinued this year. It is the plan of 
the committee that a different library will 
be invited each year to make the compila- 
tion, subject to final approval by the com- 


mittee and the A.L.A. Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People. The list 
is being compiled for 1941 by the Board 
of Education Library of Los Angeles, under 
the direction of Miss Marion Horton, 
assistant librarian. The Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh has been asked to prepare the 
list for 1942. 

Committee Functions and Recommenda- 
tions. The committee believes that one of 
its chief functions is that of interpretation 
and implementation of its research studies, 
The committee has planned, therefore, to 
engage in a year of intensive promotional 
activity on the development of school li- 
braries and the spread of information about 
the school library through state, regional, 
and other educational meetings. 

The following topics have been suggested 
by committee members and by the N.E.A 
Research Division as being worthy of con- 
sideration for future studies: 

A. Relationships between School Systems 
and Public Libraries 

1. The work of county boards of educa- 
tion in providing library service to adults 
where public libraries have not been estab- 
lished. 

2. Relationships of public library to local 
adult education programs. 

3. The joint use by pupils and adults of 
public library branches in school buildings. 

4. Statement of principals governing the 
proper division of responsibility as between 
boards of education and public libraries in 
extending book circulation service to the 
general public. 

B. School Library Service—Administration, 
Support, Personnel, Management 

5. The organization of school library de- 
partments in city school systems and of state 
school library supervision—relationships to 
the central educational authority, relation- 
ships to the central library authority, and 
services to local units, local schools, and 
individual teachers and librarians. 

6. A study of ways of measuring school 
library service objectively—for the purpose 
of evaluation. 

7. The status of the school librarian. 
Problems of certification, training, salary, 
working schedule, etc. 
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8. A study of the librarian’s load in terms 
of teacher load. 

g. Coordination in the handling of school 
library materials and supplementary teach- 
ing materials—pamphlets, audio-visual aids, 
supplementary books, textbooks. 

10. The costs of school library service. 
Analyses of actual expenditures for school 
library service including purchase of mate- 
rials and salary costs. 

11. Recognition of the school library in 
the educational experience of prospective 
teachers. 

12. Opportunities for in-service training 
in librarianship open to teacher-librarians— 
summer school courses, institutes, and other 
procedures whereby teachers may acquire 
at least a minimum of competence in han- 
dling school library assignments. 

13. In-service opportunities for teachers 
to become familiar with children’s books. 

14. Successful cooperation between teach- 
ers and school librarians. Devices used, 
methods of interpretation, means of increas- 
ing understanding by both teachers and 
school librarians of the services that can be 
rendered. 

15. The effect of adult reading on school 
children and how the reading and thinking 
of adults affects the reading of children. 

16. Using school libraries in the teaching 
of reading at the elementary school level. 

17. A study of reading on the secondary 
school level with consideration of libraries 
as coordinating agencies. (This would be a 
follow-up of the work of the American 
Council on Education on “What the High 
School Ought to Teach.’’) 

The members of the committee are: rep- 
resenting the A.L.A.—Margaret Cleaveland, 
Charles W. Dickinson, Anna Clark Ken- 
nedy, and Oscar H. McPherson; represent- 
ing the N.E.A—Edith A. Lathrop, Chloe C. 
Baldridge, William H. Bristow, B. Lamar 
Johnson, and S. M. Stouffer. 

MartHa M. Parks, Chairman 


NATIONAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS, 
RELATIONS BETWEEN 
No report. 
NURSING 
No report. 
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OBERLY MEMoRIAL FuND 

Your committee has the honor of making 
the ninth award of the Oberly Memorial 
Prize to Elmer D. Merrill and Egbert H. 
Walker for their bibliography entitled, “A 
Bibliography of Eastern Asiatic Botany.” 
The committee wishes to make honorable 
mention of the bibliography of Elizabeth 
McCoy and L. S. McClung, “The Anaero- 
bic Bacteria and Their Activities in Nature 
and Disease, Vols. 1-2 and Supplement,” 
and the bibliography of E. N. Munns, “A 
Selected Bibliography of North American 
Forestry, Vols. 1-2.” 

The following bibliographies were sub- 
mitted for the ninth biennial competition: 

Bercaw, Louise O., Hannay, Annie M.., 
and Larson, Nellie G. Corn in the Develop- 
ment of the Civilization of the Americas 

Colvin, Esther M. ‘Transportation of 
Agricultural Products in the United States, 
1920-June 1939, Part 1-3 

Condit, Ira J. A Bibliography on the 
Avocado 

Davidson, J. M. 
eters 

Davidson, J. M. 
into the Soil 

Hannay, Annie M. Price Fixing by Gov- 
ernment in Foreign Countries, 1926-39 

Larson, Nellie G. The Sampling Method 
in Social and Economic Research 

MacLeish, Kenneth, and Hennefrund, 
Helen E. Anthropology and Agriculture 

McCoy, Elizabeth, and McClung, L. S. 
The Anaerobic Bacteria and Their Activities 
in Nature and Disease, Vols. 1-2 

McNeill, John M. Farm Tenancy in the 
United States, 1937-39 

Merrill, Elmer D., and Walker, Egbert 
H. A Bibliography of Eastern Asiatic Bot- 
any 

Moats, Ruby Wilson. Wind Erosion and 
Sand Dune Control; A Selected List of 
References 

Munns, E. N. A Selected Bibliography 
of North American Forestry, Vols. 1-2 

Prior, Sophia. Bibliography on the Lon- 
gevity and Viability of Seeds 

One copy of each bibliography submitted, 
with one exception, has been deposited in 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Library 


Bibliography on Lysim- 


Infiltration of Water 
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in Washington, as has been the custom in 
the past. 

The committee begs leave to remind you 
that this award is made once in two years 
in memory of the late Eunice Rockwood 
Oberly, formerly librarian of the Bureau of 
Plant Industry, U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture. The prize is derived from the 
income of the memorial fund raised by her 
friends and admirers after her death in 
1921. This year the prize amounts to $100. 

The members of the committee are: Paul 
Alcorn, Nelle U. Branch, Ralph Minthorne 
Brown, Lucy M. Lewis, Edna Clara Noble, 
and Caroline E. Reinke. 

FRANCES WARNER, Chairman 


OutT-oF-PRINT Books 


The committee held conferences and car- 
ried on correspondence with librarians and 
publishers during the past year. Various 
notices were sent to the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
and to the Library Journal for publication. 

We did succeed in inducing the original 
publishers to bring back into print five titles 
which several librarians reported they would 
buy when made available. Notices to this 
effect appeared in the 4.L.4. Bulletin of 
April and June, 1941. 

The committee publishes from time to 
time lists of titles that have come back into 
print, and which should be of interest to 
librarians. The first list appeared in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 35:394-95, June, 1941. 

Members of the committee are Howard 
L. Hughes and Harry Miller Lydenberg. 

LAWRENCE HeEyL, Chairman 


PARENT EDUCATION 


(Joint Committee of the A.L.A. and the 
National Council of Parent Education) 


Emphasis at the Boston Conference was 
placed upon the library’s part in community 
organization for family life. Susan Burson, 
U.S. Home Economics Service, described 
the four experimental programs begun by 
the U.S. Office of Education in the fall of 
1938. The areas were selected on the basis 
of size, regional differences, and occupational 
specialization. Obion County, Tenn., a 


rural Southern county chiefly agricultural 
in its interests; Box Elder County, Utah, a 
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large Western county in which there js a 
strongly developed church interest in family 
life; Toledo, Ohio, an industrial Eastern 
city with an heterogeneous population; and 
Wichita, Kan., a Middle Western commv- 
nity of medium size dependent upon both 
agriculture and industry for its support. 

The chief purpose of the experiment was 
to find ways of bringing about stronger, 
richer, more realistic programs of educa- 
tion for home and family living through 
concerted school and community effort. 

In each of these areas the library played 
a significant part in the community planning, 
Hope Packard, catalog information, Toledo 
Public Library, described the cooperative 
effort carried on in connection with the ex- 
periment by the Toledo Public Library. 

Elizabeth Smith, chairman of the Sub- 
committee on the Survey of Parent Educa- 
tion in Public Libraries, sent out an outline 
of a proposed publication in this field which 
was discussed at the Boston Conference. 

Frances H. Benjamin, chairman of the 
Subcommittee on Readable Materials in 
Family Life and Parent Education, solicited 
lists and advice as to the selection of titles 
for this purpose from a group of representa- 
tive libraries. On the basis of a generous 
response the committee will continue its 
work of evaluating materials, and will pre- 
pare a list for parents of limited reading 
ability which will be available in the near 
future. 

The committee is especially desirous of 
calling attention to a significant piece of 
work in the field of parent education, 
namely, the supplement to the second edi- 
tion, revised, of “Child Training and Parent 
Education,” a bibliography compiled by 
Lucile R. Stebbing and Caroline S. Hughes, 
which appeared in the December, 1940 issue 
of the Wilson Library Bulletin. In the 
same magazine there was an article on 
community list-making entitled “Use Guar- 
anteed,” by the committee chairman. 

Committee members were: John Chancel- 
lor, ex officio, Helen Hancock, Clara Wells 
Herbert, Georgiana Maar, Katharine 
Shorey, Edith L. Smith, Clarence W. Sum- 
ner, representing A.L.A.; and Ruth Andrus, 
Joseph Folsom, ex officio, Ellen Lombard, 
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Kathryn McHale, Ernest Osborne, and 
Edna Noble White, representing N.C.P.E. 
RosEMARY EARNSHAW LivseEy, Chairman 


PERIODICALS 


See Serials 


PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION OF 
LIBRARY MATERIALS 


The committee was comparatively in- 
active during the year, but, as in the past, 
its members took an active part in the 
development of microphotography through 
their connections with committees of other 
organizations dealing with the subject. 

The microfilm exhibit prepared by the 
University of Chicago Libraries’ Depart- 
ment of Photographic Reproduction was 
sent to Brazil in the early summer after 
having been shown throughout this country. 

The committee continued to sponsor the 
Journal of Documentary Reproduction, 
which is edited for the American Library 
Association by Vernon D. Tate. 

Members of the committee were: Ralph 
H. Carruthers, Herman H. Fussler, Clara 
Kelly, George A. Schwegmann, Jr., Vernon 
D. Tate, and Paul Vanderbilt. 

Keyes D. Metcatr, Chairman 


Pusiic DocUMENTS 


At the request of the committee, the edi- 
tor of College and Research Libraries has 
made available a section in that publication 
which will be devoted to various phases of 
work with government publications. A sub- 
committee composed of Violet Abbott Ca- 
been, chairman, James B. Childs, Mary 
Brown Humphrey, and Robert E. Scudder 
has been made responsible for this section. 
It is intended that the scope of the contri- 
butions which appear shall include anno- 
tated lists of bibliographical aids, subject 
lists of public documents, and notes of general 
interest to persons engaged in work in this 
field. The first contribution, “Current Bib- 
liographical Sources for Government Docu- 
ment Acquisition: An Annotated List,” by 
Robert E. Scudder appeared in the June, 
1941, issue. In the September issue appeared 
a paper by Grace A. Campbell entitled, 
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“British Government Documents: A Guide 
to Their Use.” 

The proposed survey of depository librar- 
ies has not materialized. It will be recalled 
that President Roosevelt, upon receipt of a 
letter from the American Library Associ- 
ation, referred the proposal to the National 
Resources Planning Board which subse- 
quently indicated a willingness to undertake 
the work. Because Congress drastically re- 
duced the board’s budget, they found it im- 
possible to proceed. With the succession 
of events of the Presidential re-election, the 
Selective Service Act, the Lend-Lease Bill, 
national defense plans, and a strong senti- 
ment to reduce expenditures for nondefense 
projects, the committee has not found it 
expedient to further pursue this project. 
However, it is not the intention of the Pub- 
lic Documents Committee to drop the proj- 
ect, but events of the past year have dictated 
a cautious approach. 

The committee urged two library schools 
to consider seriously the possibility of put- 
ting on microfilm their master’s essays which 
treat of public documents and which are of 
bibliographical importance in order that li- 
braries might have them available. 

Certain specific proposals were made to 
government agencies regarding their pub- 
lication. Not all of these proposals were 
accepted, but the following results have 
been accomplished. The U.S. Office of 
Education will remove from the Bulletin 
series, the biennial survey of education and 
the Educational Directory. The Superin- 
tendent of Documents will stamp “corrected 
copy” on such documents as may fall within 
this category in order to prevent their being 
discarded as duplicates. Upon request any 
government depository library may have its 
name added to the mailing list to receive 
near-print defense material issued by the 
Office for Emergency Management. The 
Work Projects Administration will mail its 
Technical Circular Series to a selected list 
of thirty research libraries. 

The public documents yearbooks have not 
been published since 1938. From the time 
the series was inaugurated in 1933 through 
1938, it incurred an approximate deficit of 
$3000. In view of previous losses, the 
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Editor of Publications was unwilling to 
proceed with further publication unless the 
yearbook became self-supporting. If a 
sufficient number of advance orders were 
received, the yearbooks were to have been 
published. Unfortunately, the number of 
advance orders received was less than half 
the number needed. Under such circum- 
stances, therefore, publication of the year- 
books has been impossible. 

The members of the committee are: Wal- 
ter T. Brahm, Olive Braughton, Violet 
Abbott Cabeen, James Bennett Childs, Ione 
M. Dority, Marion V. Higgins, Josephine 
B. Hollingsworth, A. F. Kuhlman, LeRoy 
C. Merritt, Keyes D. Metcalf, Warren L. 
Perry, Edith Rich, Harold G. Russell, 
Robert E. Scudder. 

Tuomas P. FLEMING, Chairman 


PuBLic RELATIONS 


See pages 601-03. 


PUBLISH ERS, RELATIONS WITH 


The declared aim of this committee has 
been to encourage efforts to secure the pas- 
sage of amendments to state fair trade acts 
which will exempt libraries from the cover- 
age of such acts. Because of this special aim 
the committee has taken up with individual 
librarians in different states problems re- 
lated to the passage of such amendments. 

Since the last report amendments have 
been secured in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Tennessee. The committee was directly 
involved in the case of New Jersey, but 
only indirectly in the other two states. 

As a matter of record we report that the 
following six states now have exemptions 
for libraries under state fair trade acts: 
Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and ‘Tennessee. 
There are no state fair trade acts in Mis- 
souri, Texas, and Vermont. 

The attempt was made to secure an 
amendment to the Miller-Tydings Act so 
that libraries would be cleared in all the 
forty-eight states by one stroke. Senator 
Tydings replied to a memorandum, sub- 
mitted by the chairman, to the effect that 
the Miller-Tydings Act declares no national 
policy on the matter of resale price mainte- 
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nance. In his opinion the suggested amend- 
ment “would be wholly inconsistent with, 
and outside the scope and purpose of, the 
Federal statute.” He sees the accomplish- 
ment of our objective only by amendment 
of state laws or by exception in the fair 
trade contracts of the publishers. 

This is the last report of this committee 
since its duties are to be absorbed by the 
Committee on Book Acquisitions. The par- 
ticular crisis for which this committee was 
appointed appears to have passed and we 
gladly lay our burden on the Committee on 
Book Acquisitions’ shoulders. We know 
that the campaign for more state amend- 
ments will be ably carried on. 

Members of the committee: Charles H. 
Compton, John J. Lund, Thomas P. Flem- 
ing, Anna Clark Kennedy, Oscar Carl Or- 
man, Miles O. Price, Clarence E. Sherman, 
and Maud I. Stull. 

LAWRENCE HeEyY1t, Chairman 


REFUGEE LIBRARIANS 

The Committee to Aid Refugee Li- 
brarians, appointed after the Cincinnati 
meeting, has not had a_ successful year. 
World conditions have added to our difi- 
culties by sending an influx of new refugees 
before the old could be absorbed. With no 
funds and little fruitful cooperation, the 
results of the year’s activities amount to 
about the sum total of the individual activi- 
ties of the committee’s members—activities 
which would have been carried on just as 
well if there had been no committee ap- 
pointed. 

Applications are on file with the Person- 
nel Division of A.L.A. Headquarters from 
fifty-seven librarians who are refugees from 
Germany, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, France, 
Holland, and many other of the subjugated 
countries of Europe. Of these twenty-eight 
have completed one full year’s work in ac- 
credited library schools of this country, and 
five others have had some courses in these 
library schools. Of this number seven have 
found permanent employment. The number 
enrolled in this year’s classes in library 
schools is not yet available. Many of these 


students have had no contact with this com- 
Their acquaintance is often made 


mittee. 
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after graduation when no positions are 
found. There are also available twelve 
librarians who have worked in European 
libraries. 

These are meager statistics and tell no 
tale of the year’s work. The committee 
has been recognized mainly by the profes- 
sion as a source to which tenacious would- 
be librarians who have been doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, economists, can be referred for ef- 
fective discouragement with regard to li- 
brarianship as a possible profession for 
refugees in the United States of America. 
This not very constructive function of the 
committee has been vigorously exercised. 
At the same time that one discourages the 
able, mature, well-educated representatives 
of this group from endeavoring to fit them- 
selves for this profession, one realizes, often 
with regret, that their education and back- 
ground could be of use to libraries if means 
could be found to distribute and employ 
them. Again the committee wishes to say 
that neither for itself nor for these can- 
didates does it ask any special favor or con- 
sideration. 

The committee has faced realistically the 
limitations which prevent many librarians 
interested in the refugee problem from con- 
sidering the emigre as a candidate for a 
position. How many tax-supported institu- 
tions are unable to employ noncitizens? We 
do not know. Does the fact that the appli- 
cant has first papers affect his standing with 
regard to employment? We do not know. 

So, in the first place, this committee, and 
the Personnel Division at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters, wants to know which libraries are 
able to employ an alien. Assuming that 
knowledge, training, and personality are 
satisfactory, would such a librarian be given 
a position? What special qualifications are 
required? Facing a lack of experience in 
American libraries, just as all inexperienced 
library school graduates face, would there 
not be compensating qualifications which 
would enable these men and women trained 
in American library schools to learn your 
ways quickly ? 

The committee recognizes that these peo- 
ple should be employed just as American 


born librarians are because of their abilities 
to make special contributions for particular 
jobs. Their language equipment is one of 
their greatest assets as it is large and varied. 
Many of them speak five or six languages 
and read two or three more. Among them 
is a scholar who has corrected proof in 
Latin and Greek for the Clarendon Press 
during a stay in Oxford; the librarian of a 
famous music library moved out of Ger- 
many to England for safety. The com- 
bination of language facility with a doctor’s 
training in law, economics, music, art is 
common. Their gallant, uncomplaining at- 
titude to changed conditions in their per- 
sonal and community life is impressive to 
anyone who talks with them. ‘They are 
willing to accept beginning positions and to 
work for low salaries, as are other be- 
ginners, and they do not mean to underbid 
other applicants. We mention this only to 
counter the common statement that they are 
overqualified for existing positions. They 
want work, an opportunity to fit themselves 
into American life, experience. They want 
to prove to others and themselves that what 
has happened to them in Europe, their up- 
rooting, does not end their capacity for 
growth and usefulness if they are replanted. 

During the year the committee has met, 
has made plans, has forwarded its sugges- 
tions to the A.L.A. Headquarters staff. This 
is not the time nor place to outline these 
suggestions which have not all yet been tried. 
Many A.L.A. members have recently had 
a letter and from the replies we hope some 
questions may be answered. 

The committee has learned something 
about the fears faced by refugees looking 
for work in a foreign country. The Jewish 
applicants ask timidly about anti-Semitism 
not only in libraries but in communities 
where they may be living. Will they be wel- 
come? ‘They have been through that and 
shrink from facing it hopelessly again. On 
the other hand, the Christian German refu- 
gee librarians encounter the difficulty of be- 
ing considered members of the Fifth Column. 
These statements are not mere impressions; 
they are the specific questions asked by refu- 
gees in 1941. 
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In the early spring of 1939 a distinguished 
Viennese book man, who had previously pub- 
lished an article in the Library Quarterly 
and was well known to many librarians, 
arrived in this country. He had served 
eleven months in various concentration camps 
working on Germany’s new roads. He or- 
ganized his efforts to find work in libraries 
at the beginning of his campaign. He has 
by request summarized for the staff at 
A.L.A. Headquarters the result of his “job- 
hunt.” He wrote over a thousand personal 
letters to librarians. ‘This wise man says 
that one personal interview is more effective 
than twenty-five written applications. Why 
would this not be true? It is a fact in all 
employment procedure but more so when a 
foreigner is involved. In this interview he 
says the applicant should be given the oppor- 
tunity “to prove that he is able and willing 
to adjust his own education to the require- 
ments of new surroundings.” When in addi- 
tion to impressive letters of recommendation 
American credentials are available the inter- 
view may bear results. 

With these suggestions in mind the com- 
mittee asked a few promising Europeans 
who have had American library school train- 
ing to make themselves available for inter- 
views during the A.L.A. conference on 
Monday, June 23, at Boston. Some were 
available on other days as well. 

What is to be the future of this commit- 
tee? As matters stand today it has accom- 
plished little and there is little prospect that 
more can be done unless more help and coop- 
eration of libraries is offered. A committee 
which works with refugees and which cannot 
rely on the effective cooperation of the mem- 
bers of the profession is useless, wasting the 
time of all concerned with it. 

Is there something in the experiences with 
faculties of colleges and universities where 
a reasonable number of scholars have been 
placed from which we could learn how to 
use a group of librarians? Are there places 
for a reasonable number of well-educated, 
able, willing European librarians, whose 
qualifications should be considered in relation 
to those offered by the native librarian with- 
out favor or special pleading? 
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This committee has recommended that it 
be continued until the next midwinter meet- 
ing of the Council to give time for a consid- 
eration of the answers to questions being 
sought by the Personnel Division; it has 
further recommended that it be discontinued 
in December 1941 unless results between 
now and then justify continuance. 

Members of the committee are Morse A. 
Cartwright, Charles Dollard, Rudolf 
Hirsch, Florence L. King, Mrs. Alice §. 
Plaut, Isabella K. Rhodes, Ruth Savord, and 
Eleanor M. Witmer. 

Jennie M. FLEXNER, Chairman 


RESOURCES OF AMERICAN LIBRARIES 
See pages 571-73. 
SALARIES, STAFF, AND TENURE 


See pages 566-70. 


SENIOR HicH ScHOooL Liprary, 
Books FOR 
No report. 


SERIALS 
No report. 


SPECIAL LIBRARY FIELD, SURVEY OF 
(Joint Committee) 
No report. 


SPECIAL Projects, ApvisoryY Boarp 
FOR THE STUDY OF 


No report. 


STATE RELATIONSHIPS 


(Joint Committee) 
No report. 


STATISTICS 

The Committee on Statistics, during the 
past year, devoted its attention to making 
final adjustments in the secondary school 
library form and to the preparation of the 
proposed blank for elementary school li- 
braries. The great variation in organization 
prevailing for public school libraries made it 
difficult to devise a blank which would meet 
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all conditions. Realizing these difficulties, 
the committee endeavored to surmount as 
many of them as possible without having 
the form too long. 

Through correspondence and at the Boston 
Conference several revisions were made in 
the secondary school library form. This, 
now being near completion, will be used this 
fall to collect statistics from that group of 
libraries and if it proves successful will be 
presented to the Council for approval at the 
Midwinter Conference. Should the Council 
approve the form, it will then be submitted 
to the U.S. Library Service Division for 
further revision in keeping with their poli- 
cies. 

The committee has gone on record as 
recommending to the Executive Board that 
statistics be made a division at A.L.A. Head- 
quarters and that the statistical assistant be 
given the status of a division head. 

Members of the committee were: Francis 
P. Allen, James C. Foutts, Ellen D. Kistler, 
Ralph H. Parker, Lois Townley Place, 
Susanna Young, and William H. Clift, ex- 
ecutive assistant. 

Gerorce CLARE ALLEZ, Chairman 


SUBSCRIPTION Books 


Four issues of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin will stand as the most effective 
report of this committee’s activity during 
the past year. The October, 1941 issue 
will complete volume twelve. This issue 
will contain the cumulative index for vol- 
umes nine to twelve. 

Problems regarding the policy and func- 
tion of the committee and the need for a 
study of the pattern of reviews were con- 
sidered by two subcommittees in previous 
years but no final report was produced. 
Since these problems continue to compli- 
cate the work of the committee, a new 
subcommittee has been appointed. This sub- 
committee has two sections: one to study 
policy and function, and the other to study 
and prepare a new pattern for reviews. 
The chairman of the Subcommittee on Policy, 
Function, and Reviews, Mabel L. Conat, 
will correlate the work of the two groups. 

During the year another subcommittee 
of the Subscription Books Committee was 
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organized to prepare evaluations of com- 
mercial services which index or distribute 
free and inexpensive materials principally 
to schools. The number of such services 
seems to be growing and the responsibility 
for reviewing regular subscription books 
made it impossible for the Subscription 
Books Committee to undertake the evalu- 
ation of these new services. The subcom- 
mittee held a meeting at the Boston 
Conference and within the next several 
months hopes to have its first reports ready 
for publication in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin. The assistance of all school li- 
brarians, supervisors, state workers, and 
others is solicited in helping to locate services 
which should be evaluated and in supplying 
information about them. D. Genevieve 
Dixon is chairman of this subcommittee. 

Two meetings of the committee have been 
held during the year with a quorum present. 
The committee met Dec. 27, 1940, during 
the Midwinter Conference in Chicago. 
Members present were: Helen Anderson, 
Althea M. Currin, Harry N. Peterson, 
Rose L. Vormelker, Mary S. Wilkinson, 
and the chairman. Harold English, editor 
of publications, represented the Editorial 
Office. The subject of granting permission 
to reprint reviews from the Subscription 
Books Bulletin was discussed. A resolution 
was passed expressing desirability of the 
withdrawal of the blanket permission previ- 
ously carried in each issue of the Bulletin 
and recommending that permission to re- 
produce be denied to any publisher except 
for reprinting reviews of his own publica- 
tions. Recommendations for an agenda for 
the Subcommittee on Policy, Function, and 
Reviews formed the chief topic for discussion 
at this meeting of the committee. 

A second meeting of the committee was 
held at the Boston Conference on June 19, 
1941. Members present were: Helen An- 
derson, Ruth H. Calkins, Althea M. Currin, 
Harry N. Peterson, Elizabeth Scripture, 
and the chairman. The Editorial Office was 
represented by Harold English, editor of 
publications, and Eleanor Blum, junior edi- 
torial assistant. The regrettable but ap- 
parently unavoidable delay in issuing the 
Subscription Books Bulletin was discussed. 
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The major difficulty has been in obtaining 
certain types of subscription sets for review. 
Recommendations for a possible solution of 
this problem were made. Other problems 
currently before the committee were dis- 
cussed. The free interchange of committee 
opinions made possible by the two meetings 
of the past year has been felt to be most 
helpful. 

The generous assistance of the editor of 
publications and his staff is gratefully ac- 
knowledged. During the past year the Edi- 
torial Office has relieved the chairman of 
much burdensome correspondence and has 
in other ways contributed to forwarding the 
work of the Subscription Books Committee. 
The splendid cooperation of the members 
of the committee also merits an apprecia- 
tive acknowledgment. 

The members of the committee are: Helen 
Anderson, Ruth H. Calkins, Althea M. 
Currin, Charles M. Mohrhardt, Elizabeth 
H. Morton, Lucile Nix, Harry N. Peter- 
son, Elizabeth Scripture, Rose L. Vormelker, 
and Mary S. Wilkinson. 

FANNIE SHEPPARD, Chairman 


SUBSTITUTING DIVISIONAL PUBLICA- 
TIONS FoR A.L.A. BULLETIN 


No report. 


Union List oF SERIALS 


During the past year the last sections of 
the checking edition have been issued and 
checking of holdings has been completed by 
most libraries. It had been hoped that all 
holdings would be reported to the editor by 
Jan. 1, 1941, but seven more months have 
been required for this. Except for a very 
few stragglers all libraries have now re- 
ported. 

Originally it had been expected that all 
new titles suggested to the editor by the 
cooperating libraries would be listed in a 
supplement to the checking edition, so that 
all libraries could report holdings of these 
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titles. This has not been possible. It will 
therefore be necessary to list only such 
holdings of these titles as are reported spon- 
taneously by the cooperating libraries. 

The editor expects that copy will be sent 
to the publishers by the end of 1941. The 
publishers hope to be able to issue the com- 
pleted volume by the middle of 1942. 

The editor is Winifred Gregory Gerould. 
Committee members are: Robert B. Downs, 
James T. Gerould, H. M. Lydenberg, Na- 
than van Patten, and Helmer L. Webb. 

Wy tis E. Wricut, Chairman 


H. W. Witson Company, RELATIONS 
WITH 


The committee has met with the Wilson 
Company directors and made recommenda- 
tions concerning various indexes. During 
the year subscribers have been canvassed by 
the company in establishing the list of peri- 
odicals to be included in each index. The 
basic rate of charge per entry is obtained by 
dividing the total cost for the year by the 
number of entries. Given the total number 
of subscribers the individual library cost for 
each periodical is obtained and thence the 
subscriber’s total cost of the index. This 
review for the various indexes is the first 
made in several years because of unfavorable 
economic conditions. Ordinarily such a re- 
view is made about every five years. 

The committee discussed with the com- 
pany the price report and the duplication of 
periodicals in indexes. We have followed 
with interest, also, the current study of the 
service basis being made by Dr. Raney. The 
members of this committee are Alice L. 
Jewett and Charles F. McCombs. 

Louis J. BAtLey, Chairman 


WorRK WITH THE BLIND 
See Blind, Work with. 


WorK WITH THE ForEIGN Born 


See Foreign Born, Work with. 


























